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1. INTRODUCTION 

 
 
This Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) accompanies the development application 
lodged for No.161 Arthur Street, Homebush West. Consent is sought from Strathfield Council 
for the construction of two (2) building identification pylon signs. 
 
This report is based on information and details shown on the architectural plans prepared by 
Bongiorno Hawkins and Associates Pty. Ltd. 
 
This Statement of Environmental Effects has been prepared in support of the proposed 
application. This report is based on a the submitted plans, and general knowledge of the site 
and locality, with the aim of address the statutory requirements applicable to the proposal, 
namely: 

 
❑ State Environmental Planning Policy No.64 - Advertising and Signage, 

 
❑ Strathfield Local Environmental Plan, and 

 

2. SUBJECT SITE 

 
 
The subject site is located on the northern side of Arthur Street, Homebush West – opposite 
the intersection of Arthur Street and Railway Street. (Refer to Figure 1). 
 
At present an industrial development is under construction on the subject site. For further 
details, refer to Section 3 of this report. 
 
The subject site is irregular in shape with a frontage to Arthur Street. Access to the industrial 
development is from Arthur St, via three (3) separate access points. 
 
Development in the area is predominately industrial.  Adjoining the development to the east 
and west are industrial buildings with associated uses. Across Arthur Street to the south are 
more industrial buildings with associated uses. To the rear of the site is the main western 
railway line. The site is located with excellent access to major road networks, connecting to the 
broader Sydney and regional network.   
 
The subject site is zoned IN1 – General Industrial under the Strathfield Local Environmental 
Plan 2012. (Refer to Figure 2). 
 
The subject site is not identified as being bushfire prone land, flood prone, as a heritage item 
or within a heritage conservation area. 
 
 

❑ Strathfield Development Control Plan. 
 
As noted in this report the proposal complies with the planning controls applicable to the 

development. 
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Figure One: Subject site 

 

 
Source: Nearmap 

 

 
Figure Two: Zoning Map 

 

    
 
Source: Strathfield LEP 2012 

 

Subject site 
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3. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 

 
 

Consent is sought from Council for the construction of two (2) building identification pylon 
signs. 
 
As depicted on the plans prepared by Bongiorno Hawkins and Associates, the development 
proposes the following works: 
 
❑ Two (2) separate building identification pylon signs, located along Arthur Street, adjacent 

to the newly constructed access points. 
 

❑ The dimensions of both proposed pylon signs are: 
o 6m in height, and 
o 1.465m in width. 

 
❑ In terms of finishes, the signs will each be constructed of: 

o A steel frame – welded to engineer’s details, 
o Concrete footings, 
o Laser cut acrylic, and 
o Laser cut and folded aluminium. 

 
❑ The colour of the subject signage will be as depicted on the submitted plans. 

 
❑ The proposed pylon signs will be softly illuminated and will not detract motorists. 

 
❑ The proposed pylon signs will provide directional guidance to users and visitors to the 

development as it identifies: 
o The relevant gate number, and 
o Block identifiers. 

 

❑ The pylon signs will be located with the landscaped setback of the development currently 
under construction. 

 
 
Approved Complying Development Certificate (CDC) 
 
As noted earlier in this report, at present an industrial development is under construction on 
the subject site. This industrial development was approved as a CDC, noting: 
 
❑ Certifier: Certified Building Specialists 
❑ Date: 9 July 2020 
❑ Approval: Construction of an industrial development containing five (5) buildings and 

associated offices and car parking. 
 

 
It is submitted that the proposed development will not have a detrimental impact to the 
adjoining and nearby residential as discussed within this Statement of Environmental Effects. 
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4. PLANNING CONTROLS & ASSESSMENT 

 
 

4.1 Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012 (SLEP 2012) 
 
The subject site is zoned IN1 – General Industrial under the provisions of Strathfield Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (SLEP).   
 
The proposed development is defined as a “signage” under SLEP 2012. A “signage” is listed 
as a permissible use under the Zoning Table for the IN1 zone, subject to the consent of 
Council.  
 
A “signage” is defined as: 
 

“signage means any sign, notice, device, representation or  advertisement that advertises 
or promotes any goods, services or events and any structure or vessel that is principally 
designed for, or that is used for, the display of signage, and includes any of the following— 

a) an advertising structure, 

b) a building identification sign, 

c) a business identification sign, 

but does not include a traffic sign or traffic control facilities.” 
 
The proposal is for two (2) pylon signs, being building identification signs. Therefore, the 
proposed works are permissible with the consent of Council. 
 
The IN1 zone provides as follows: 
 
“Zone IN1 – General Industrial 
 
1. Objectives of the zone 

 
1) To provide a wide range of industrial and warehouse land uses. 

 
2) To encourage employment opportunities. 

 
3) To minimise any adverse effect of industry on other land uses. 

 
4) To support and protect industrial land for industrial uses. 

 
5) To minimise fragmentation of valuable industrial land, and provide large sites for 

integrated and large floorplate activities. 
 

 
2. Permitted without consent 
 
Nil. 
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3. Permitted with consent 

 
Agricultural produce industries; Animal boarding or training establishments; Boat building and 
repair facilities; Car parks; Depots; Environmental protection works; Freight transport facilities; 
Garden centres; General industries; Hardware and building supplies; Industrial retail outlets; 
Industrial training facilities; Kiosks; Landscaping material supplies; Light industries; 
Neighbourhood shops; Oyster aquaculture; Places of public worship; Plant nurseries; 
Recreation areas; Roads; Sex services premises; Signage; Storage premises; Take away food 
and drink premises; Tank-based aquaculture; Timber yards; Transport depots; Truck depots; 
Vehicle body repair workshops; Vehicle repair stations; Veterinary hospitals; Warehouse or 
distribution centres; Wholesale supplies. 
 
4. Prohibited development 

 
Pond-based aquaculture; Any other development not specified in item 2 or 3.” 
 

 
As noted above, the proposed development is permissible with the consent of Council in the 
prevailing zone. Furthermore, it is submitted that the proposal will meet, satisfy and be 
consistent with the objectives of the zone as follows: 
 
Zone objectives 
 
The proposed development is consistent with the relevant zones objectives in that: 
 
❑ The proposed signage supports and protects industrial land for industrial uses. 

 
❑ The proposal is of a good architectural standard and provides appropriate signage in 

relation to the industrial development under construction. 
 
❑ The development will contribute in a positive manner to the urban environment. 
 
❑ The development provides for the orderly and economic development of the land.  
 
❑ No other uses are proposed. 

 

❑ The proposed development does not adversely impact the immediate and surrounding 
area. 

 
 
In addition to the zoning table, the Strathfield LEP contains certain clauses which relate to 
development standards, as such the following is provided: 
 
Part 4 - Principal Development Standards 
 
The following standards are applicable to the proposed development: 
 
Height of buildings 
 
Clause 4.3 of the Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012 provides for objectives and controls 
relating to the maximum building height.   
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According to Council’s maps, a maximum building height control of 12m is applicable to the 
subject site. 
 
Referring to the submitted plan, the overall maximum height of the proposed pylon signs will 
be 6m. The proposal is therefore compliant. 
 
Floor space ratio 
 
Clause 4.4 of the Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012 provides for objectives and controls 
relating to the maximum floor space ration permitted for the subject site.   
 
Referring to Council’s maps, it is noted that the LEP prescribes a maximum floor space ratio of 
1:1 for the subject site. 
 
As the subject development is for signage and does not propose any floor area, this clause of 
the Strathfield LEP is not applicable. 
 
Heritage Conservation 
 
Clause 5.10 aims to conserve the heritage of the Strathfield local government area. The subject 
property has not been identified as an item of heritage significance, nor is it located in a 
heritage conservation area. 
 
Based on the above, this clause of the Strathfield LEP 2012 is not applicable. 
 
Acid sulfate soils 
 
The objective of Clause 6.1 is to ensure that development does not disturb, expose or drain 
acid sulfate soils and cause environmental damage. 
 

According to Council's LEP maps, the subject site is identified as one affected by Class 5 acid 
sulfate soils. 
 
The proposed works are not within 500 metres of adjacent Class 1, 2, 3 or 4 land and is not 
below 5 metres Australian Height Datum. Therefore this clause of the LEP is not applicable. 
 
 
Conclusion  
 
The proposed development is therefore compliant with the provisions of the Strathfield Local 
Environmental Plan as outlined above. 
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4.2  STRATHFIELD DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2012 
 
The proposed development has been designed in accordance with the Strathfield Council’s 
Development Control Plan 2005, specifically Part J – Erection and Display of Advertising Signs 
and Structures. 
 
An assessment of the proposed building identification pylon signs against the relevant 
provisions of the Strathfield DCP – Part J is provided: 
 
Part 2.1: Signage in All Areas 
 
1) Zoning 

 
As canvassed earlier in this report, the proposed building identification pylon signage is 
permitted with the consent of Council in the IN1 General Industrial zone. 

 
2) General appearance, content and maintenance provisions 
 
The proposed building identification pylon signs are compatible with the existing character of 
the area as it relates to the industrial development on the site. The height of the building 
identification pylon signs (6m) is compatible to the height and scale of the industrial 
development on the site. 
 
The proposed building materials are of a high standard and will compliment the industrial 
development currently under construction. 
 
3) Traffic and pedestrian safety 
 
The proposed building identification pylon signs will not obscure sight lines, not compromise 
the safety for a public road; including motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists. The signage will not 
obscure or interfere with road traffic signs or the like. 
 
4) Language 

 
The signage wording will be in English, with no other language proposed. 
 
5) Use of motor vehicles or trailers for advertising 

Not applicable. 

6) Prohibited advertisements 

Not applicable. 

 
Part 2.4: Industrial areas 
 
The proposed business identification directional pylon signage will be in keeping with the 
existing character of the area as it relates to the industrial development on the site. As noted in 
this report, the signage will not interfere with the public safety of persons. 
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The total frontage of the site is 199.29 metres. Based on the site’s frontage, the total 
maximum area of signage permitted is 66.79 sqm. The total area of the proposed signage is 
35.16 sqm (both side of each sign) and therefore compliant. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The proposed development is considered appropriate for the site. As noted by the assessment 
above, the proposed business identification pylon signage complies with the aspects of Councils 
Development Control Plan and found to be an acceptable form of the development of the site. 
 
 
 
4.3 STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING POLICY No. 64 – ADVERTISING & 

SIGNAGE 
 

The provisions of State Environmental Planning Policy No. 64 (SEPP 64) seeks to regulate 
signage, particularly advertising. The Policy aims to ensure signage: 
 
❑ is compatible with the character and amenity of the area, 
❑ provides effective communication in suitable locations, and  
❑ is of a high quality and finish. 
 
The proposed development is a building identification pylon sign (x 2). Therefore, as the 
signage is not an advertisement, the provisions of SEPP 64 do not apply. 
 
Notwithstanding, an assessment under Schedule 1 of SEPP 64 is provided below: 
 
1) Character of the area 

a) Is the proposal compatible with the existing or desired future character of the area or 
locality in which it is proposed to be located? 

b) Is the proposal consistent with a particular theme for outdoor advertising in the area or 
locality? 

 
Comment: 
The proposed building identification pylon signs are compatible with the existing character of 
the area as it relates to the industrial development on the site. There are no themes for the 
area or locality. 
 
2) Special areas 

a) Does the proposal detract from the amenity or visual quality of any environmentally 
sensitive areas, heritage areas, natural or other conservation areas, open space areas, 
waterways, rural landscapes or residential areas? 
 

Comment: 
Not applicable – the proposed building identification signs will not detract the amenity of an 
environmentally sensitive area, heritage area, natural or other conservation area, open space 
area, waterway, rural landscape or residential area. 
 
3) Views and vistas 

a) Does the proposal obscure or compromise important views? 
b) Does the proposal dominate the skyline and reduce the quality of vistas? 
c) Does the proposal respect the viewing rights of other advertisers? 
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Comment: 
The proposed building identification pylon signs do not obscure or compromise important 
views. The height of the sign (6m), does not dominate the skyline or reduce vistas and is 
relative to the height and scale of the industrial development on the site. 
 
4) Streetscape, setting or landscape 

a) Is the scale, proportion and form of the proposal appropriate for the streetscape, 
setting or landscape? 

b) Does the proposal contribute to the visual interest of the streetscape, setting or 
landscape? 

c) Does the proposal reduce clutter by rationalising and simplifying existing advertising? 
d) Does the proposal screen unsightliness? 
e) Does the proposal protrude above buildings, structures or tree canopies in the area or 

locality? 
f) Does the proposal require ongoing vegetation management? 

 
Comment: 
As noted above, the proposed building identification pylon signs is relative to the height and 
scale of the industrial development on the site; and is considered appropriate to the 
streetscape. 
 
The pylon signs provide for a rationalised solution for the identification of buildings on the site, 
that will assist workers and people visiting the site. This will assist in reducing clutter, which 
assist with management of directional signage for the site. 
 
The building identification signage does not screen unsightliness, nor does it protrude above 
buildings or other structures. Furthermore, no ongoing vegetation management is required.  

 
5) Site and building 

a) Is the proposal compatible with the scale, proportion and other characteristics of the 
site or building, or both, on which the proposed signage is to be located? 

b) Does the proposal respect important features of the site or building, or both? 
c) Does the proposal show innovation and imagination in its relationship to the site or 

building, or both? 
 

Comment: 
The height of the building identification pylon signs (6m) is compatible to the height and scale 
of the industrial development on the site. 
 
There are no important features of the site that are required to be respected. Furthermore, the 
signage, being building identification directional signage is not required to be innovative or 
imaginative. In this regard, a simple approach which is easy to read has been taken. 

 
6) Associated devices and logos with advertisements and advertising structures 

a) Have any safety devices, platforms, lighting devices or logos been designed as an 
integral part of the signage or structure on which it is to be displayed? 

 
Comment: 
Illumination of the signage has been incorporated into the design – refer to the submitted 
plans. No logos or advertisements are proposed. 
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7) Illumination 

a) Would illumination result in unacceptable glare? 
b) Would illumination affect safety for pedestrians, vehicles or aircraft? 
c) Would illumination detract from the amenity of any residence or other form of 

accommodation? 
d) Can the intensity of the illumination be adjusted, if necessary? 
e) Is the illumination subject to a curfew? 

 
Comment: 
The proposed building identification pylon signs will be softly illuminated. The soft illumination 
will not result in unacceptable glare, nor will it detract motorists or affect the safety of 
pedestrians, vehicles or aircraft. 
 
The illumination will not detract the amenity of any residence or other accommodation. Given 
the site’s location in an established industrial area, a curfew is not considered necessary. 
 
8) Safety 

a) Would the proposal reduce the safety for any public road? 
b) Would the proposal reduce the safety for pedestrians or bicyclists? 
c) Would the proposal reduce the safety for pedestrians, particularly children, by 

obscuring sightlines from public areas? 
 

Comment: 
The proposed building identification pylon signs will not obscure sight lines, not compromise 
the safety for a public road; including motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists.  

 
Conclusion: 
As demonstrated above, the proposed business identification pylon signs satisfactorily address 
the assessment criteria stipulated by SEPP 64. 
 
 

 
4.4 SECTION 4.15 CONSIDERATIONS 

 
The following section provides an assessment of the proposed development in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. 
 
(1) Matters for consideration – general 
 
In determining a development application, a consent authority is to take into consideration 
such of the following matters as are of relevance to the development, the subject of the 
development application. 
 

(a) The provisions of: 
 

(i) any environmental planning instruments 
 
The proposed works are permitted with the consent of Council. 
 
The proposal meets the objectives and relevant development standards of the 
Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 2012, and accordingly, approval is 
supported as discussed in detail within this report. 
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(ii) any draft environmental planning instrument that is or has been placed on 

public exhibition 
 
There are no draft environmental planning instruments which apply to the site. 
 
(iii) any development control plan 
 
The proposal accords with the Strathfield Development Control Plan as detailed 
within this Statement of Environmental Effects.  
 
(iv) any matters prescribed by the regulations 
 
There are no matters prescribed by the regulations which are applicable to the 
proposed development. 
 
(v)  any coastal zone management plan 
 
Not applicable. 
 
 

(b) the likely impacts of that development, including environmental impacts on both 
the natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the 
locality 

 
(i) Impact on the natural environment: 
 
The proposed development will not have an adverse impact on the natural 
environment. Appropriate measures will be put in place during construction to 
mitigate impacts on the environment. 
 
(ii) Impact on the built environment: 
 
The physical change to the built environment because of the proposed works is 
considered minor and acceptable. The proposed signage will contribute to the 
established character and built form of the immediate and surrounding area. 
 
(iii) Social and Economic impacts in the locality: 
 
The proposed works will generate employment during construction. The 
proposal is considered acceptable in this regard. 

 
 

(c) the suitability of the site for development 
 
The land is appropriately zoned to permit the development.  
 
 

(d) any submissions made in accordance with this Act or the regulations 
 

Not relevant. 
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(e) the public interest 
 

The public interest would be served by approval of the development as 
described in this report.  
 

It is considered that the proposed development is conducive to Council’s policies and does not 
result in any unreasonable impacts. Under the circumstances of the case, it is considered that 
the proposal is acceptable and should be supported.  
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5. CONCLUSION 

 
 
The proposed building identification pylon signs have regard to the attributes of the site and its 
surrounding land uses.  
 
It is considered that all reasonable measures to mitigate any adverse environmental effects 
have been taken into consideration, in relation to the proposal. 
 
The proposed building identification pylon signs have been assessed in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, and found 
to be satisfactory. The proposal is permissible with the consent of Council’s Local 
Environmental Plan as described in this report. 
 
The proposal will result in the orderly use of the industrial site, which is located within an 
established industrial area.  
 
The proposed development will have no significant impact on the air or water quality in the 
locality. 
 
The development does not result in any unreasonable impact to adjoining properties and is 
conducive to Council’s policies and accordingly, it is sought that Council approve the 
application. 
 
 
 
Bongiorno Hawkins & Associates 
Job No.2261 
 
February 2021 

 
 

 


