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Recording of Council Meetings 

 
Persons in the gallery are advised that under the Local Government Act, 1993 a person may NOT 

tape record the proceeding of a meeting of a council or committee without the authority of the 

council or committee.“Tape record” includes a video camera and an electronic device capable of 

recording speech. 

 

Mobile phones must be turned off so as not to disrupt the meeting. Anyone, including Councillors, 

found using a mobile phone will be told to leave the meeting immediately and for the duration of 

the said meeting. 

 

An audio recording of this meeting will be taken for minute taking purposes as authorised by the 

Local Government Act. 

 
This meeting is live streamed on Council’s website to allow the community to follow Council 

debates and decisions without the need to attend meetings in person. Members of the public 

attending or speaking at a meeting agree to have their image, voice and personal information 

(including name and address) recorded and publicly broadcast. Strathfield Council does not accept 

liability for any defamatory remarks or inappropriate comments that are made during the course of 

a meeting. Any part of the meeting that is held in closed session will not be streamed.  
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Minutes of the Council Meeting of Strathfield Municipal Council held on 7 April 2020, in the Council 
Chambers, 65 Homebush Road, Strathfield. 
 
COMMENCING: 6:30pm 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Antoine Doueihi 
 Councillor Matthew Blackmore 

Councillor Maryanne Duggan 
Councillor Nella Hall 
Councillor Stephanie Kokkolis 
Councillor Karen Pensabene 
Councillor Gulian Vaccari 

 
STAFF: Henry Wong, Chief Executive Officer 

Anthony Hewton, GM, People Place and Civic Services 
Stephen Clements, Deputy CEO, GM Planning, Environment & Urban 
Services 
Melinda Aitkenhead, Director - Corporate and Financial Services 
Jenny Nascimento, Executive Manager, Financial Service and Chief 
Financial Officer 
Cathy Jones, Executive Manager, Corporate Strategy and Performance 
Cathryn Bush, Executive Manager Administration 
David McQuade, Senior Governance Officer 

 
 
1. OPENING: The Prayer was read. 
 
 
2. RECOGNITION OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS: The Recognition was read. 
 
 
3. APOLOGIES  
 
 Nil. 
 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
 Nil. 
 
 
5. PECUNIARY INTEREST /CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
 Nil. 
 
 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
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64/20 

RESOLVED: (Hall / Duggan) 
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting meeting held on 3 March 2020, a copy of which 
has been furnished to each Councillor, be taken as read and confirmed as a true and correct 
record of that meeting and that the Chairman and General Manager be authorised to sign such 
minutes. 

Voting on this item was unanimous 
  
 
7. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 
7.1 Acknowledge and Thank Essential Workers and Frontline Council Staff 

65/20 

RESOLVED: (Pensabene) 
 
That Council acknowledge our frontline council staff, particularly staff in Customer Service, staff 
organising and supporting Council’s Neighbour 2 Neighbour program and our very 
resilient  Connector  bus drivers and to all our essential workers in the Strathfield LGA, on behalf of 
our Community, Thank you. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Kokkolis, Pensabene and 

Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
 
7.2 St Paul's Church Pantry 

66/20 

RESOLVED: (Pensabene) 
 
That Council acknowledge the fantastic work Father James, Rosemary and volunteers are doing at 
the St Paul’s Church Pantry.  Every Tuesday and Thursday the most vulnerable of our community 
call in to receive much needed food and supplies. I wish to thank Council Executive, Council 
staff,  Local MP Jodi McKay and  Pantry friends who have contributed to the Pantry to keep it well 
stocked. The list of poor and disadvantaged is growing each week and the Pantry will have an 
ongoing need.  Thank you to everyone who have contributed and continue to do so. 
 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Kokkolis, Pensabene and 
Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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8. DEFERRED/OUTSTANDING MATTERS AWAITING REPORT  
 

Nil. 
 
 

9. MAYORAL MINUTE(S) IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S CODE OF 
MEETING PRACTICE  

 
Nil. 
 
 

10. COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR (SUBMITTED IN WRITING IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE)  

 
Nil. 
 
 

11. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE  
 

Nil. 
 
 

12. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES  
 

Nil. 
 
 

13. MOTIONS PURSUANT TO NOTICE  
 

Nil.  
 

 
14. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
CEO1 Strathfield Council Community Strategic Plan 2020-2021 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. With the exception of Statutory and Domestic Waste Management charges and a reduction in 

some Events Fees for non-profit and community groups, all other Fees and Charges be frozen 
at 2019-20 levels 
 

2. Adopt Strathfield Council’s Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030’, as amended by 1.   
 

3. Make the rates and charges as follows for 2020-2021: 
a. An Ordinary Rate (Residential) of 0.061013 cents in the dollar be made for the year 
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2020-2021 on the land value of all rateable land in the Local Government area 
categorised as Residential in accordance with S.516 of the Local Government Act 
1993, with a Base Rate in accordance with section 548 of the Local Government Act, 
1993 of $401.20 

b. An Ordinary Rate (Business) of 0.226235 cents in the dollar be made for the year 2020-
2021 on the land value of all rateable land categorised as Business in accordance with 
S.518 of the Local Government Act 1993, within the centre of population defined with 
the Strathfield Municipal areas, with a Base Rate in accordance with Section 548 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 of $401.20 

 
4. In accordance with the provisions of S.566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 adopt the 

maximum interest rate as advised by the Minister for Local Government for outstanding rates, 
domestic waste management services and annual charges, being 7.5% per annum in respect 
of accrual on a single basis.  

 
5. In accordance with S.496 of the Local Government Act 1993 that an annual charge of $760 per 

annum be made for the year 2020-2021 for each domestic waste management service 
rendered to all properties categorised residential or non-rateable residential for each once 
weekly 120 litre MGB (or equivalent) service, a 240 litre recycling bin and a 240 litre green 
waste bin (fortnightly); 

 
6. In accordance with S.502 of the Local Government Act 1993, that an annual charge of $760 

per annum be made for the year 2020-2021, for each additional 120 litre domestic waste 
management service rendered to owner occupied single occupied occupancy residential 
dwellings (excluding green waste and recycling service). 

  
7. In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Local 

Government Act 1993, the following annual Stormwater Management Service Charge be made 
and levied on all developed rateable land categorised for rating purposes as follows: 
 

Land categorised as Residential $25.00 For a single residential dwelling 
Residential strata lots $12.50 For each strata unit 
Residential flats, community title, 
tenants-in-common residential units 

$12.50 For each flat/unit 

Land categorised as Business $25.00 Plus an additional $25.00 for each 350 square 
metres or part of 350 square metres by which 
the area of the parcel of land exceeds 350 
square metres up to a maximum charge of 
$200.00 

Business Strata Lots, Business 
Company Title 

$5.00 Minimum $5.00 or the relevant portion of the 
maximum annual charge that would apply to 
the strata scheme if it were a parcel of land 
subject to the land categorised as business 
charge $200.00 
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MOTION: (Hall/ Duggan) 

 
1. That Council conduct a revision at an urgent Council Workshop of the Community Strategic 

Plan and Operational Plan in view of the impacts from COVID-19 for endorsement at the May 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 

 
2.   That notwithstanding the review the following recommendations be adopted:  
 

Statutory and Domestic Waste Management charges and a reduction is some Events Fees 
for non-profit and community groups, all other Fees and Charges be frozen at 2019-20 
levels.  

3. Make the rates and charges as follows for 2020-2021: 
a. An Ordinary Rate (Residential) of 0.061013 cents in the dollar be made for the year 

2020-2021 on the land value of all rateable land in the Local Government area 
categorised as Residential in accordance with S.516 of the Local Government Act 
1993, with a Base Rate in accordance with section 548 of the Local Government Act, 
1993 of $401.20 

b. An Ordinary Rate (Business) of 0.226235 cents in the dollar be made for the year 2020-
2021 on the land value of all rateable land categorised as Business in accordance with 
S.518 of the Local Government Act 1993, within the centre of population defined with 
the Strathfield Municipal areas, with a Base Rate in accordance with Section 548 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 of $401.20 

 
4. In accordance with the provisions of S.566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 adopt the 

maximum interest rate as advised by the Minister for Local Government for outstanding rates, 
domestic waste management services and annual charges, being 7.5% per annum in respect 
of accrual on a single basis.  

 
5. In accordance with S.496 of the Local Government Act 1993 that an annual charge of $760 per 

annum be made for the year 2020-2021 for each domestic waste management service 
rendered to all properties categorised residential or non-rateable residential for each once 
weekly 120 litre MGB (or equivalent) service, a 240 litre recycling bin and a 240 litre green 
waste bin (fortnightly); 

 
6. In accordance with S.502 of the Local Government Act 1993, that an annual charge of $760 

per annum be made for the year 2020-2021, for each additional 120 litre domestic waste 
management service rendered to owner occupied single occupied occupancy residential 
dwellings (excluding green waste and recycling service). 

  
7. In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Local 

Government Act 1993, the following annual Stormwater Management Service Charge be made 
and levied on all developed rateable land categorised for rating purposes as follows: 
 

Land categorised as Residential $25.00 For a single residential dwelling 
Residential strata lots $12.50 For each strata unit 
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Residential flats, community title, 
tenants-in-common residential units 

$12.50 For each flat/unit 

Land categorised as Business $25.00 Plus an additional $25.00 for each 350 square 
metres or part of 350 square metres by which 
the area of the parcel of land exceeds 350 
square metres up to a maximum charge of 
$200.00 

Business Strata Lots, Business 
Company Title 

$5.00 Minimum $5.00 or the relevant portion of the 
maximum annual charge that would apply to 
the strata scheme if it were a parcel of land 
subject to the land categorised as business 
charge $200.00 

 

Note: During discussion on this motion, the CEO noted his intention to withdraw the report item 
CEO3 Compendium Report. 

Note: Subsequently, the motion was withdrawn by Cr Hall. 

Note: Councillor Vaccari foreshadowed motion was dealt with next.  

FORESHADOWED MOTION: (Vaccari/ Duggan) 
 
That Council: 
 
1. With the exception of Statutory and Domestic Waste Management charges and a reduction in 

some Events Fees for non-profit and community groups, all other Fees and Charges be frozen 
at 2019-20 levels 
 

2. Adopt Strathfield Council’s Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030’, as amended by 1.   
 

3. Make the rates and charges as follows for 2020-2021: 
a. An Ordinary Rate (Residential) of 0.061013 cents in the dollar be made for the year 

2020-2021 on the land value of all rateable land in the Local Government area 
categorised as Residential in accordance with S.516 of the Local Government Act 
1993, with a Base Rate in accordance with section 548 of the Local Government Act, 
1993 of $401.20 

b. An Ordinary Rate (Business) of 0.226235 cents in the dollar be made for the year 2020-
2021 on the land value of all rateable land categorised as Business in accordance with 
S.518 of the Local Government Act 1993, within the centre of population defined with 
the Strathfield Municipal areas, with a Base Rate in accordance with Section 548 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 of $401.20 

 
4. In accordance with the provisions of S.566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 adopt the 

maximum interest rate as advised by the Minister for Local Government for outstanding rates, 
domestic waste management services and annual charges, being 7.5% per annum in respect 
of accrual on a single basis. 
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5. In accordance with S.496 of the Local Government Act 1993 that an annual charge of $760 per 
annum be made for the year 2020-2021 for each domestic waste management service 
rendered to all properties categorised residential or non-rateable residential for each once 
weekly 120 litre MGB (or equivalent) service, a 240 litre recycling bin and a 240 litre green 
waste bin (fortnightly); 

 
6. In accordance with S.502 of the Local Government Act 1993, that an annual charge of $760 

per annum be made for the year 2020-2021, for each additional 120 litre domestic waste 
management service rendered to owner occupied single occupied occupancy residential 
dwellings (excluding green waste and recycling service). 

  
7. In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Local 

Government Act 1993, the following annual Stormwater Management Service Charge be made 
and levied on all developed rateable land categorised for rating purposes as follows: 
 

Land categorised as Residential $25.00 For a single residential dwelling 
Residential strata lots $12.50 For each strata unit 
Residential flats, community title, 
tenants-in-common residential units 

$12.50 For each flat/unit 

Land categorised as Business $25.00 Plus an additional $25.00 for each 350 square 
metres or part of 350 square metres by which 
the area of the parcel of land exceeds 350 
square metres up to a maximum charge of 
$200.00 

Business Strata Lots, Business 
Company Title 

$5.00 Minimum $5.00 or the relevant portion of the 
maximum annual charge that would apply to 
the strata scheme if it were a parcel of land 
subject to the land categorised as business 
charge $200.00 

 

Note: Councillor Blackmore left the meeting at 7:51pm. 

AMMENDMENT: (Duggan) 
 
That Council: 
 
1. With the exception of Statutory and Domestic Waste Management charges and a reduction in 

some Events Fees for non-profit and community groups, all other Fees and Charges be frozen 
at 2019-20 levels 
 

2. Adopt Strathfield Council’s Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030’, as amended by 1.   
 

3. Make the rates and charges as follows for 2020-2021: 
a. An Ordinary Rate (Residential) of 0.061013 cents in the dollar be made for the year 

2020-2021 on the land value of all rateable land in the Local Government area 
categorised as Residential in accordance with S.516 of the Local Government Act 
1993, with a Base Rate in accordance with section 548 of the Local Government Act, 
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1993 of $401.20 
b. An Ordinary Rate (Business) of 0.226235 cents in the dollar be made for the year 2020-

2021 on the land value of all rateable land categorised as Business in accordance with 
S.518 of the Local Government Act 1993, within the centre of population defined with 
the Strathfield Municipal areas, with a Base Rate in accordance with Section 548 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 of $401.20 

 
4. In accordance with the provisions of S.566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 adopt the 

maximum interest rate as advised by the Minister for Local Government for outstanding rates, 
domestic waste management services and annual charges, being 7.5% per annum in respect 
of accrual on a single basis unless hardship provisions apply. 

 
5. In accordance with S.496 of the Local Government Act 1993 that an annual charge of $760 per 

annum be made for the year 2020-2021 for each domestic waste management service 
rendered to all properties categorised residential or non-rateable residential for each once 
weekly 120 litre MGB (or equivalent) service, a 240 litre recycling bin and a 240 litre green 
waste bin (fortnightly); 

 
6. In accordance with S.502 of the Local Government Act 1993, that an annual charge of $760 

per annum be made for the year 2020-2021, for each additional 120 litre domestic waste 
management service rendered to owner occupied single occupied occupancy residential 
dwellings (excluding green waste and recycling service). 

  
7. In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Local 

Government Act 1993, the following annual Stormwater Management Service Charge be made 
and levied on all developed rateable land categorised for rating purposes as follows: 
 

Land categorised as Residential $25.00 For a single residential dwelling 
Residential strata lots $12.50 For each strata unit 
Residential flats, community title, 
tenants-in-common residential units 

$12.50 For each flat/unit 

Land categorised as Business $25.00 Plus an additional $25.00 for each 350 square 
metres or part of 350 square metres by which 
the area of the parcel of land exceeds 350 
square metres up to a maximum charge of 
$200.00 

Business Strata Lots, Business 
Company Title 

$5.00 Minimum $5.00 or the relevant portion of the 
maximum annual charge that would apply to 
the strata scheme if it were a parcel of land 
subject to the land categorised as business 
charge $200.00 

 
Note: The CEO agreed that the two typographical errors on pg25 and pg27 of the Agenda noted 
by Cr Duggan would be amended accordingly. 
 
Note: The amendment was accepted by Cr Vaccari and became the Motion.  
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MOTION: (Vaccari/ Duggan) 
 
That Council: 
 
1. With the exception of Statutory and Domestic Waste Management charges and a reduction in 

some Events Fees for non-profit and community groups, all other Fees and Charges be frozen 
at 2019-20 levels 
 

2. Adopt Strathfield Council’s Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030’, as amended by 1.   
 

3. Make the rates and charges as follows for 2020-2021: 
a. An Ordinary Rate (Residential) of 0.061013 cents in the dollar be made for the year 

2020-2021 on the land value of all rateable land in the Local Government area 
categorised as Residential in accordance with S.516 of the Local Government Act 
1993, with a Base Rate in accordance with section 548 of the Local Government Act, 
1993 of $401.20 

b. An Ordinary Rate (Business) of 0.226235 cents in the dollar be made for the year 2020-
2021 on the land value of all rateable land categorised as Business in accordance with 
S.518 of the Local Government Act 1993, within the centre of population defined with 
the Strathfield Municipal areas, with a Base Rate in accordance with Section 548 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 of $401.20 

 
4. In accordance with the provisions of S.566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 adopt the 

maximum interest rate as advised by the Minister for Local Government for outstanding rates, 
domestic waste management services and annual charges, being 7.5% per annum in respect 
of accrual on a single basis unless hardship provisions apply. 

 
5. In accordance with S.496 of the Local Government Act 1993 that an annual charge of $760 per 

annum be made for the year 2020-2021 for each domestic waste management service 
rendered to all properties categorised residential or non-rateable residential for each once 
weekly 120 litre MGB (or equivalent) service, a 240 litre recycling bin and a 240 litre green 
waste bin (fortnightly); 

 
6. In accordance with S.502 of the Local Government Act 1993, that an annual charge of $760 

per annum be made for the year 2020-2021, for each additional 120 litre domestic waste 
management service rendered to owner occupied single occupied occupancy residential 
dwellings (excluding green waste and recycling service). 

  
7. In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Local 

Government Act 1993, the following annual Stormwater Management Service Charge be made 
and levied on all developed rateable land categorised for rating purposes as follows: 
 

Land categorised as Residential $25.00 For a single residential dwelling 
Residential strata lots $12.50 For each strata unit 
Residential flats, community title, 
tenants-in-common residential units 

$12.50 For each flat/unit 

Land categorised as Business $25.00 Plus an additional $25.00 for each 350 square 
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metres or part of 350 square metres by which 
the area of the parcel of land exceeds 350 
square metres up to a maximum charge of 
$200.00 

Business Strata Lots, Business 
Company Title 

$5.00 Minimum $5.00 or the relevant portion of the 
maximum annual charge that would apply to 
the strata scheme if it were a parcel of land 
subject to the land categorised as business 
charge $200.00 

 

67/20 
 
RESOLVED: (Vaccari / Duggan) 
 
That Council: 
 
1. With the exception of Statutory and Domestic Waste Management charges and a reduction in 

some Events Fees for non-profit and community groups, all other Fees and Charges be frozen 
at 2019-20 levels 
 

2. Adopt Strathfield Council’s Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030’, as amended by 1.   
 

3. Make the rates and charges as follows for 2020-2021: 
a. An Ordinary Rate (Residential) of 0.061013 cents in the dollar be made for the year 

2020-2021 on the land value of all rateable land in the Local Government area 
categorised as Residential in accordance with S.516 of the Local Government Act 
1993, with a Base Rate in accordance with section 548 of the Local Government Act, 
1993 of $401.20 

b. An Ordinary Rate (Business) of 0.226235 cents in the dollar be made for the year 2020-
2021 on the land value of all rateable land categorised as Business in accordance with 
S.518 of the Local Government Act 1993, within the centre of population defined with 
the Strathfield Municipal areas, with a Base Rate in accordance with Section 548 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 of $401.20 

 
4. In accordance with the provisions of S.566(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 adopt the 

maximum interest rate as advised by the Minister for Local Government for outstanding rates, 
domestic waste management services and annual charges, being 7.5% per annum in respect 
of accrual on a single basis unless hardship provisions apply. 

 
5. In accordance with S.496 of the Local Government Act 1993 that an annual charge of $760 per 

annum be made for the year 2020-2021 for each domestic waste management service 
rendered to all properties categorised residential or non-rateable residential for each once 
weekly 120 litre MGB (or equivalent) service, a 240 litre recycling bin and a 240 litre green 
waste bin (fortnightly); 

 
6. In accordance with S.502 of the Local Government Act 1993, that an annual charge of $760 

per annum be made for the year 2020-2021, for each additional 120 litre domestic waste 
management service rendered to owner occupied single occupied occupancy residential 
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dwellings (excluding green waste and recycling service). 
  
7. In accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the Local 

Government Act 1993, the following annual Stormwater Management Service Charge be made 
and levied on all developed rateable land categorised for rating purposes as follows: 
 

Land categorised as Residential $25.00 For a single residential dwelling 
Residential strata lots $12.50 For each strata unit 
Residential flats, community title, 
tenants-in-common residential units 

$12.50 For each flat/unit 

Land categorised as Business $25.00 Plus an additional $25.00 for each 350 square 
metres or part of 350 square metres by which 
the area of the parcel of land exceeds 350 
square metres up to a maximum charge of 
$200.00 

Business Strata Lots, Business 
Company Title 

$5.00 Minimum $5.00 or the relevant portion of the 
maximum annual charge that would apply to 
the strata scheme if it were a parcel of land 
subject to the land categorised as business 
charge $200.00 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Kokkolis, Pensabene and Vaccari. 

Against the Motion: Nil. 
 

 
 
CEO2 COVID-19 IMPACT ON COUNCIL OPERATIONS 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
MOTION: (Vaccari / Duggan) 
 
That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
AMENDMENT: (Duggan) 
 
1. That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
2. That Council prepare a COVID-19 Community and Economic Development Resilience 
Report for consideration in an April Councillor teleconference/workshop and for official adoption in 
the May Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
3. That the Report include the following items: 
  
a) Direct action to support Strathfield community well-being eg donations of funds to charities 
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b) Consultation with community and small business on the impact of COVID-19 and advice on 
their short term and longer term needs  
 
c) Support for Strathfield small-business during current business interruption and during 
economic recovery period 
 
d) Short term and long term financial management planning which avoids taking the Strathfield 
community into debt 
 
e) Continuity plan for on-line delivery of all council and committees meetings including the 
fortnightly Councillor Workshops  
 
f) Budget forecast and CV-19 budget impact briefing to be presented (monthly) at the 
Councillor workshops including a list of expenditure unable to be funded by Council due to a 
shortfall in cash flow. The first of which is to be held in 2 weeks from the date of the passing of this 
recommendation. 
  
4. That Council not engage in any major infrastructure works for 20/21 & 21/22 which require 
council to borrow money. 
 
Note:  The amendment was not accepted by Cr Vaccari. 
 
FORESHADOWED MOTION: (Duggan / Hall) 
 
1. That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
2. That Council prepare a COVID-19 Community and Economic Development Resilience Report 

for consideration in an April Councillor teleconference/workshop and for official adoption in the 
May Ordinary Council meeting. 

 
3. That the Report include the following items: 
  

a) Direct action to support Strathfield community well-being eg donations of funds to charities 
 

b) Consultation with community and small business on the impact of COVID-19 and advice on 
their short term and longer term needs  

 
c) Support for Strathfield small-business during current business interruption and during 

economic recovery period 
 

d) Short term and long term financial management planning which avoids taking the 
Strathfield community into debt 

 
e) Continuity plan for on-line delivery of all council and committees meetings including the 

fortnightly Councillor Workshops  
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f) Budget forecast and CV-19 budget impact briefing to be presented (monthly) at the 
Councillor workshops including a list of expenditure unable to be funded by Council due to 
a shortfall in cash flow. The first of which is to be held in 2 weeks from the date of the 
passing of this recommendation. 

  
4. That Council not engage in any major infrastructure works for 20/21 & 21/22 which require 

council to borrow money. 
 
MOTION: (Vaccari / Duggan) 
 
That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
For the Motion: Councillors Kokkolis and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall and Pensabene 
 
Note: The Motion was put and the Mayor declared the motion Lost. 
Note: The Foreshadowed Motion became the Motion. 
 
MOTION: (Duggan / Hall) 
 
1. That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
2. That Council prepare a COVID-19 Community and Economic Development Resilience Report 

for consideration in an April Councillor teleconference/workshop and for official adoption in the 
May Ordinary Council meeting. 

 
3. That the Report include the following items: 
  

a) Direct action to support Strathfield community well-being eg donations of funds to charities 
 

b) Consultation with community and small business on the impact of COVID-19 and advice on 
their short term and longer term needs  

 
c) Support for Strathfield small-business during current business interruption and during 

economic recovery period 
 

d) Short term and long term financial management planning which avoids taking the 
Strathfield community into debt 

 
e) Continuity plan for on-line delivery of all council and committees meetings including the 

fortnightly Councillor Workshops  
 

f) Budget forecast and CV-19 budget impact briefing to be presented (monthly) at the 
Councillor workshops including a list of expenditure unable to be funded by Council due to 
a shortfall in cash flow. The first of which is to be held in 2 weeks from the date of the 
passing of this recommendation. 
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4. That Council not engage in any major infrastructure works for 20/21 & 21/22 which require 
council to borrow money. 

 
68/20 

RESOLVED: (Duggan / Hall) 
 
1. That this report on COVID-19 impacts be received and noted.  
 
2. That Council prepare a COVID-19 Community and Economic Development Resilience Report 

for consideration in an April Councillor teleconference/workshop and for official adoption in the 
May Ordinary Council meeting. 

 
3. That the Report include the following items: 
  

a) Direct action to support Strathfield community well-being eg donations of funds to charities 
 

b) Consultation with community and small business on the impact of COVID-19 and advice on 
their short term and longer term needs  

 
c) Support for Strathfield small-business during current business interruption and during 

economic recovery period 
 

d) Short term and long term financial management planning which avoids taking the 
Strathfield community into debt 

 
e) Continuity plan for on-line delivery of all council and committees meetings including the 

fortnightly Councillor Workshops  
 

f) Budget forecast and CV-19 budget impact briefing to be presented (monthly) at the 
Councillor workshops including a list of expenditure unable to be funded by Council due to 
a shortfall in cash flow. The first of which is to be held in 2 weeks from the date of the 
passing of this recommendation. 

  
4. That Council not engage in any major infrastructure works for 20/21 & 21/22 which require 

council to borrow money. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Kokkolis, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
 
CEO3 COMPENDIUM REPORT 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to borrow up to $6 million to address 

temporary revenue deficits.   
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2. That Council authorises the CEO to borrow up to $10 million to accelerate capital works in the 
2020-21 financial year. 

 
Note: The CEO3 Compendium Report was withdrawn by the CEO. 

  
 
CS1 Investments as at 29 february 2020 

69/20 

RESOLVED: (Vaccari / Pensabene) 
 
That the record of cash investments as at 29 February 2020 noted. 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Kokkolis, Pensabene and 
Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
Note: Councillor Vaccari left the meeting at 8:22pm. 

     
15. MATTERS OF URGENCY IN ACCORDANCE WITH CLAUSE 241 OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT GENERAL REGULATION, 2005 
 
15.1 Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee – Councillor Duggan 

MOVED: 
 
1. That the April Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee introduce the following standing agenda 

item: 
 
Council’s response to COVID-19: 
• Community and staff health issues 
• Business continuity planning and delivery financial management impacts and actions 

 
2. That the Audit, Risk & Improvement Committee meeting minutes be included in future Ordinary 

Council Meeting Agenda items commencing on 5 May 2020 
 
70/20 

RESOLVED: (Mayor Cr Doueihi) 
 
The Mayor ruled that the Motion moved by Councillor Duggan is a matter of great urgency under 
clause 9.3 (b) of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
71/20 

RESOLVED: (Duggan / Hall) 
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1. That the April Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee introduce the following standing agenda 
item: 
 
Council’s response to COVID-19: 
• Community and staff health issues 
• Business continuity planning and delivery financial management impacts and actions 

 
2. That the Audit, Risk & Improvement Committee meeting minutes be included in future Ordinary 

Council Meeting Agenda items commencing on 5 May 2020 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Kokkolis and Pensabene 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
 
16. CLOSED SESSION  
 

Nil.  
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8:30pm. 
 
The foregoing Minutes were confirmed at the meeting of the Council of the Municipality of 
Strathfield on 5 May 2020. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman________________________   CEO_________________________ 
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8.1 MAYORAL MINUTE NO 6/20 MOVING HOMEBUSH WAR MEMORIAL TO A 
CLOSER LOCATION TO THE HOMEBUSH - STRATHFIELD RSL MEMORIAL 
WALL 

AUTHOR: Antoine Doueihi, Mayor    
  
 
I MOVE:  
 
1. That Council move the Homebush War Memorial from its current location across Rochester 

Street to be in the Davey Square Memorial Reserve. This to be done to enable the Homebush 
War Memorial to be located in a sympathetic but closer location to the Homebush - Strathfield 
RSL Memorial Wall so that future ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day Ceremonies can more 
easily incorporate the use of both memorials. 

 
2. As a matter of protocol, that Council consult with the RSL prior to actioning this Mayoral Minute 

and Councillors be advised of the response prior to any works proceeding. 
 
Rationale 
The Homebush War Memorial originally stood in front of the Homebush Council Chambers on 
Parramatta Road (Homebush Council was amalgamated with Strathfield Council in 1947).  It was 
moved in 1978 to its present site to preserve it at the request of the Homebush-Strathfield RSL 
sub-branch. The Homebush Strathfield Memorial Wall was built with assistance of Federal Funding 
in 2015. Both memorials are separated by a roadway. I believe future commemorative ceremonies 
would be better served by placing the two memorials in closer proximity within Davey Square 
Memorial Square. It is my wish for both memorials to be incorporated equally into future 
commemorative events. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council move the Homebush War Memorial from its current location across Rochester 

Street to be in the Davey Square Memorial Reserve. This to be done to enable the Homebush 
War Memorial to be located in a sympathetic but closer location to the Homebush - Strathfield 
RSL Memorial Wall so that future ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day Ceremonies can more 
easily incorporate the use of both memorials. 

 
2. As a matter of protocol, that Council consult with the RSL prior to actioning this Mayoral Minute 

and Councillors be advised of the response prior to any works proceeding. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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8.2 MAYORAL MINUTE NO 7/20 AESTHETICALLY BUILT AMENITIES FOR USE 
BY THE PUBLIC TO COMPLEMENT OTHER RECREATIONAL USES IN 
PUBLIC PARKS AND CIVIC SPACES WITHIN THE STRATHFIELD LGA 

AUTHOR: Antoine Doueihi, Mayor  
  
 
I MOVE:  
 
1. That Council staff undertake a site assessment and feasibility analysis of the establishment of 

a café combined with a gymnasium / fitness facility within a suitably sized park or reserve 
within the Strathfield LGA for use by the local community. 

 
2. The above to be presented at a future Councillor’s workshop and include site options, cost 

plan, aesthetic requirements, the likely commercial returns to Council, public benefit analysis 
and the recommended engagement strategy to get feedback from the local community on the 
proposal.  

 
Rationale 
There are numerous examples across Sydney and Australia where aesthetically built amenities for 
use by the public complement other recreational uses within public parks and civic spaces. When 
sympathetically located and designed, such facilities can be used by a range of people of all ages 
in the local community. They can provide a place for local residents and visitors to meet, socialise 
and enjoy a meal or a coffee. They can also serve to promote an active and healthy lifestyle 
enhancing the quality of life in the local area. I believe such a concept will contribute to ‘Community 
Life’ within Strathfield. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council staff undertake a site assessment and feasibility analysis of the establishment of a 

café combined with a gymnasium / fitness facility within a suitably sized park or reserve within 
the Strathfield LGA for use by the local community. 

 
2. The above to be presented at a future Councillor’s workshop and include site options, cost plan, 

aesthetic requirements, the likely commercial returns to Council, public benefit analysis and the 
recommended engagement strategy to get feedback from the local community on the proposal.  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.    
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11.1 REPORT FROM AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 
9 APRIL 2020 

AUTHOR: David McQuade, Senior Governance Officer  
APPROVER: Melinda Aitkenhead, Director Corporate & Financial Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee meeting held on 9 April 2020 be 
noted and the recommendations be adopted. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee - 9 April 2020 
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11.2 REPORT FROM TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING ON 17 MARCH 2020 
AUTHOR: Gordon Malesevic, Executive Manager, Urban Services  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Deputy CEO and General Manager Planning, 

Environment and Urban Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the Traffic Committee Meeting held on 17 March 2020 be noted and the 
recommendations be adopted. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Traffic Committee Minutes - 17 March 2020 
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11.3 REPORT FROM TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING ON 21 APRIL 2020 
AUTHOR: Qian Liu, Manager Traffic  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Deputy CEO and General Manager Planning, 

Environment and Urban Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the Traffic Committee Meeting held on 21 April 2020 be noted and the 
recommendations be adopted. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Traffic Committee Minutes - 21 April 2020 
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12.1 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BLACKMORE  
SUBJECT: LEFT TURN EXPANSION ARTHUR STREET, STRATHFIELD ONTO 

CENTENARY DRIVE, HOMEBUSH WEST   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
That a report be prepared to the June Ordinary Council Meeting in consultation with the RMS to 
look at the possibility of council dedicating land to extend the Left hand turning bay from Arthur 
Street, Strathfield onto Centenary Drive, Homebush West. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That a report be prepared to the June Ordinary Council Meeting in consultation with the RMS to 
look at the possibility of council dedicating land to extend the Left hand turning bay from Arthur 
Street, Strathfield onto Centenary Drive, Homebush West. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 



 
COUNCIL MEETING 

5 MAY 2020 
 

 
Item 12.2 Page 81 

12.2 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BLACKMORE  
SUBJECT: TRAFFIC CALMING HUNTER STREET, STRATHFIELD   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
1. That an investigation and consultation be conducted to look at traffic calming along this Street 

(excluding speed humps). 
 
2. That a report be prepared for the May Traffic Committee. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
1. That an investigation and consultation be conducted to look at traffic calming along this Street 

(excluding speed humps). 
 
2. That a report be prepared for the May Traffic Committee. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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12.3 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BLACKMORE  
SUBJECT: VINTAGE CARS AT SPRING FAIR   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
That a report be prepared for the May Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the cost of having a 
vintage car exhibition at the Spring Fair this year. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That a report be prepared for the May Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the cost of having a 
vintage car exhibition at the Spring Fair this year. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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12.4 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR HALL  
SUBJECT: HIGH STREET LIBRARY   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
That Council prepare a report for the July 2020 Council Meeting with regards to the future plans of 
the High Street Library.  
 
That the report include the results of the following: 
 
1. A resident survey which covers a radius of 500m that asks the residents a series of questions 

as to the usage of services at the library which include: 
a) A photocopier available to the residents  
b) A quiet study area 
c) Internet and computers available for residents  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council prepare a report for the July 2020 Council Meeting with regards to the future plans of 
the High Street Library.  
 
That the report include the results of the following: 
 
1. A resident survey which covers a radius of 500m that asks the residents a series of questions 

as to the usage of services at the library which include: 
a) A photocopier available to the residents  
b) A quiet study area 
c) Internet and computers available for residents  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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12.5 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR PENSABENE  
SUBJECT: LEISURE CENTRE PROJECT FUNDING   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
That Council strongly lobby Federal and State Government authorities for joint funding of the 
proposed Leisure Centre Project. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council strongly lobby Federal and State Government authorities for joint funding of the 
proposed Leisure Centre Project. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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12.6 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR HALL  
SUBJECT: AIREY PARK   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
1. That Council prepare a report for the July 2020 Council Meeting for the following and that the 

costs be included and the works completed in the 2020/21 financial budget year from section 
7.11 contributions: 
 
a) A walkway around the outside of the Alan Davidson Oval, and 
b) Solar lighting that covers the walkway outside of the Alan Davidson Oval, and 
c) That Council conduct an audit of lighting at Airey Park and install any extra solar lighting 

that is required e.g. Entrances to the park, gym equipment area. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council prepare a report for the July 2020 Council Meeting for the following and that the 

costs be included and the works completed in the 2020/21 financial budget year from section 
7.11 contributions: 
 
a) A walkway around the outside of the Alan Davidson Oval, and 
b) Solar lighting that covers the walkway outside of the Alan Davidson Oval, and 
c) That Council conduct an audit of lighting at Airey Park and install any extra solar lighting 

that is required e.g. entrances to the park, gym equipment area. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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12.7 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR HALL  
SUBJECT: ANZAC DAY - LAST POST   
 
 
I MOVE:  
 
That Council continue a tradition of playing the Last Post at 6am in as many parks as possible to 
cover the entire Strathfield LGA on every Anzac Day.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council continue a tradition of playing the Last Post at 6am in as many parks as possible to 
cover the entire Strathfield LGA on every Anzac Day. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.  
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CEO1 DELIVERY PROGRAM - JULY TO DECEMBER 2019 
AUTHOR: Cathy Jones, Executive Manager, Corporate Strategy and Performance  
APPROVER: Henry T Wong, Chief Executive Officer    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Delivery Program six-monthly progress report for July to December 2019 be noted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To report to Council on the progress of the Council Delivery Program 2018-2022. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the NSW Office of Local Government’s Integrated Planning 
and Reporting guidelines and Section 404 of the Local Government Act 1993, a progress report 
must be presented to Council on the principal activities in the Delivery Program every six months.   
 
The current Community Strategic Plan – Strathfield 2030 and the Delivery Program 2018-2022 was 
adopted in June 2018.  These programs and plans reflect the goals and strategies set out in the 
Strathfield Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030’ under the five principal activities of 
Connectivity, Community Wellbeing, Civic Pride and Place Management, Liveable Neighbourhoods 
and Responsible Leadership. 
 
The Delivery Program 2018-2022 contained four year objectives against each of the five principal 
themes.  The Operational Plan 2019-2020 conveyed yearly actions and key performance indicators 
to detail the actions for the financial year to progress the Delivery Program.    
 
The attached report provides a progress report of actions against the Delivery Program and capital 
works for the period July to December 2019.  
 
The report indicates that Council is on track to complete the majority of actions scheduled for the 
2019-2020 financial year.  Some actions are reported as ‘Completed’ meaning completed for this 
financial year, however the majority of actions are ‘On-Track’ and should be completed this 
financial year.  
 
The Annual Report will be published in November 2020 will contain statutory reporting and 
achievement highlights of the 2019-2020 financial year.   
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.  



 
COUNCIL MEETING 

5 MAY 2020 
 

 
Item CS1 Page 88 

CS1 CURRENT STATUS OF COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
AUTHOR: David McQuade, Senior Governance Officer  
APPROVER: Melinda Aitkenhead, Director Corporate & Financial Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report on the current status of Council resolutions be received and noted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To update the Council on the status of previous resolutions. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Attached is a summary of the outstanding Council resolutions. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Outstanding Resolutions 
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CS2 INVESTMENTS REPORT AS AT 31 MARCH 2020 
AUTHOR: Jenny Nascimento, Executive Manager, Financial Service and Chief Financial 

Officer  
APPROVER: Melinda Aitkenhead, Director Corporate & Financial Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the record of cash investments as at 31 March 2020 be noted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To submit Council’s record of cash investments as at 31 March 2020 pursuant to Clause 212 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Investment Portfolio as at 31 March 2020 
 

Term Deposits Rating Investment 
Date 

Maturity 
Date 

Term 
(Days) 

Interest 
Rate Amount 

AMP A2 17/02/2020 17/08/2020 182 1.80% 2,000,000 

AMP A2 9/03/2020 7/09/2020 182 1.55% 2,000,000 

AMP A2 2/12/2019 1/06/2020 182 1.90% 2,000,000 

Auswide A2 24/02/2020 24/08/2020 182 1.65% 1,000,000 

Auswide A2 9/03/2020 8/06/2020 91 1.60% 2,000,000 

Auswide A2 3/03/2020 31/08/2020 181 1.65% 2,000,000 

Bendigo A2 26/11/2019 25/05/2020 181 1.50% 1,000,000 

Macquarie Bank A1 24/02/2020 26/06/2020 120 1.60% 2,000,000 

Macquarie Bank A1 27/11/2019 25/05/2020 180 1.60% 1,000,000 

Macquarie Bank A1 9/03/2020 8/06/2020 91 1.55% 2,000,000 

Macquarie Bank A1 27/02/2020 26/06/2020 120 1.60% 1,000,000 

Macquarie Bank A1 3/03/2020 1/06/2020 90 1.70% 2,000,000 

ME Bank A2 25/11/2019 25/05/2020 182 1.60% 2,000,000 

ME Bank A2 25/11/2019 25/05/2020 182 1.60% 2,000,000 

National Bank A1+ 2/03/2020 30/06/2020 120 1.40% 5,000,000 

National Bank A1+ 6/01/2020 6/04/2020 91 1.60% 2,000,000 

National Bank A1+ 7/02/2020 4/05/2020 87 1.58% 2,000,000 

Suncorp A1 26/11/2019 25/05/2020 181 1.55% 2,000,000 

     
  $35,000,000 
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Investment Portfolio as at 31 March 2020 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In accordance with Council’s investment policy the following limits apply in relation to the maximum  
 
In accordance with Council’s Investment Policy the following limits apply in relation to the 
maximum proportion of the total investment portfolio which can be invested for each credit rating 
category. 
 
 

Investments Represented by as at 31 March 2020  
Externally Restricted Reserves   

Domestic Waste Management 2,614,581 
Unexpended Grants 1,000,210 
Section 94 12,729,559 
Stormwater Management 411,930 
Total Externally Restricted Reserves 16,756,280 
Internally Restricted Reserves   
Plant Replacement 1,129,614 

ELE 1,285,159 

Deposits 8,773,295 

Adshel 270,000 
Technology 242,236 
Carry Forwards 37,621 
Future Major Expenditure 926,570 
Parkscape Improvements 29,000 
Risk Management 195,362 
Election 228,510 
Total Internally Restricted Reserves 13,117,367 
Total Restricted Reserves 29,873,647 

Unrestricted 10,241,134 

Total Investments 40,114,781 
 
* Unrestricted funds, whilst not subject to a restriction for a specific purpose, are fully committed via Council’s adopted Operational Plan. 
 
 
 
  

Call Accounts Rating   Term Interest 
Rate Amount 

CBA General Fund A1+   At Call 0.00% 922,258 

CBA Business Online Saver A1+   At Call 0.25% 2,005,758 

AMP A2  At Call 0.75% 92,905 

TCorp IM Cash Fund A1+   At Call 0.83% 2,093,859 

      
  

5,114,781 

  
  

   Total Investments 
 

  
 

1.90% 40,114,781 
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With the Reserve Bank of Australia’s official cash rate cut to 0.25% for the month of March 
2020 Council’s investment portfolio is returning an average of 1.90% as at 31 March 2020 which is 
1.37% above the 90 day BBSW benchmark of 0.53%. 
 
Council has earned interest revenue totaling $560,898 as at 31 March 2020, being 51.15% of the 
original projected budget.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer   
 
The Chief Financial Officer hereby certifies that the investments listed above have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Investment Performance - March 2020 
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CS3 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 MARCH 2020 
AUTHOR: Jenny Nascimento, Executive Manager, Financial Service and Chief Financial 

Officer  
APPROVER: Melinda Aitkenhead, Director Corporate & Financial Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Budget Review Statement as at 31 March 2020 be received and adopted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To submit the Budget Review Statement as at 31 March 2020. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Clause 203 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires that the Responsible 
Accounting Officer submit to the Council a Quarterly Budget Review Statement within two months 
of the close of each quarter.  
 
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement components are: 
 

 Responsible Accounting Officer’s Statement 
 Income and Expenses Budget Review Statement  
 Capital Budget Review Statement 
 Cash and Investments Budget Review Statement 
 Key Performance Indicators Budget Review Statement 
 Contracts Budget Review Statement 
 Consultancy and Legal Expenses Budget Review Statement 

 
BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT AS AT 31 MARCH 2020 
 
A detailed review of the actual income and expenditure to 31 March 2020 has been undertaken 
and compared with the adopted budget. Proposed budget variations are set out in the Statement.  
 
On a cash basis the variation result is a deficit of $4.35 million to the bottom line due mainly to a 
decrease in expected capital section 7.11 revenue of $4.0 million and also some proposed building 
maintenance operating and capital expenditures that are not fully funded from additional funding or 
forward reserves.  
 
From a financial accrual accounting reporting perspective the profit and loss statement will show a 
small increase in Operating Result before Capital Income of $0.6 million but a decrease in Net 
Operating Result by $6.15 million predominantly due to a decrease in capital grant and section 
7.11 contribution income that will not be realised this year.  
 
Capital expenditure will increase by a net $1.494 million to $22.509 million. This net expenditure is 
mainly due to bringing forward two section 7.11 funded projects that being an open 
space/recreational asset, the additional Strathfield Park Synthetic field, and the completion of 
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Melville Hall Community Amenities Building, netted off against the grant funded SGC projects 
totaling $3.755 million which are being deferred to the on coming year.  
 
All of key performance indicators are expected to meet or better the OLG set benchmarks. 
 
The quarterly budget review statement for the quarter ended 31 March 2020 is set out in 
Attachment 1. 
 
Summary 
 
The Chief Financial Officer, as Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer, believes that the Budget 
Review Statement as at 31 March 2020 indicates that the financial position of Council is 
satisfactory having regard to the original estimates of income and expenditure. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The financial implications have been identified within the report. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
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DEU1 PLANNING PROPOSAL - NO 2-6 PILGRIM AVENUE, 9 ALBERT ROAD AND 
11-13 ALBERT ROAD, STRATHFIELD 

AUTHOR: George Andonoski, Specialist Strategic Planner  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Deputy CEO and General Manager Planning, 

Environment and Urban Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council note the submission received during the exhibition period and that site specific 

DCP No.26 – 2-6 Pilgrim Avenue and 9-13 Albert Road, Strathfield becomes effective once the 
amendments to the LEP are made and a public notice appears in the local newspaper. 
 

2. That Council write to the Department of Planning, Industry & Environment and request the 
planning proposal be forwarded to the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office for an Opinion to finalise 
the Local Environmental Plan under Section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

 
3. That Council write to the Department of Planning, Industry & Environment seeking that a 

provision be incorporated into Strathfield LEP 2012 requesting that a minimum of 5% of the 
total number of units be provided as affordable housing in Council ownership and consistent 
with the Eastern City District Plan.   
 

4. That Council write to the Department of Planning, Industry & Environment seeking an extension 
to the Gateway Determination, which requires that the proposed LEP amendment be finalised 
by 6 May 2020 and advising of Council’s resolution. 
 

5. That the Department of Planning, Industry & Environment be notified in writing of Council’s 
resolution. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To report back to Council on the progress of the planning proposal, the results of the public 
exhibition to state authorities that was required to be carried out and the public exhibition and 
submissions to the draft DCP. 
 
The report also seeks Councils endorsement of the Planning Proposal and submission to the 
Department of Planning, Industry & Environment requesting that the proposal be forwarded to the 
Parliamentary Counsel’s Office (PCO) for an opinion to finalise the Local Environment Plan. 
 
Finally, the adoption of the site specific DCP 26, which will come into force once the amendments 
to the LEP have been made. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Background 
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A report was presented to Council at its Ordinary Council Meeting on 6 November 2018, seeking 
the endorsement of the recommendations of the Strathfield Local Planning Panel, who had 
considered the post exhibition of this proposal on 4 October 2018.  At this meeting Council 
resolved the following; 
 
1. That Council endorse the recommendation of the Strathfield Local Planning Panel dated 4 

October 2018 with respect to the Planning Proposal to amend Strathfield LEP 2012 in 
relation to 2-6 Pilgrim Avenue, 9 Albert Road and 11-13 Albert Road, Strathfield to:  
i. Amend the Height of Buildings Map (HOB) to increase the height of buildings for 

Nos.2-6 Pilgrim Avenue, 9 Albert Road and 11-13 Albert Road, Strathfield to 54m  
ii. Amend the Floor Space Ratio Map (FSR) to increase the maximum floor space ratio 

for Nos.2-6 Pilgrim Avenue, 9 Albert Road and 11-13 Albert Road, Strathfield to 5:1  
 
Subject to the following information being provided to, and approved by Council:  
a. That a site specific Development Control Plan for Nos 2-6 Pilgrim Avenue, 9 Albert 
 Road and Nos 11-13 Albert Road, Strathfield be prepared to reflect detailed urban 
 design considerations for any future development of the site including the provision of 
 public access, built form, boundary setbacks, deep soil areas, tree retention, vehicular 
 access, the potential for a pedestrian access link to the railway station, the residential 
 character of Pilgrim Avenue and any other relevant issues. The DCP is to be prepared 
 at the proponent’s cost and is to be exhibited prior to the finalisation of the Planning 
 Proposal and is to include provisions relating to the following: 
 

i. A total of 60 spaces are to be provided as part of any redevelopment of Site 1 and 
Site 2 (30 spaces for Site 1 and 30 spaces for Site 2). The parking spaces are to 
be provided as public parking and wording is to be provided as to how these 
spaces will be provided to Council as part of any future Development Application; 
and 

ii. Provision of access to the car parking areas for both Site 1 and Site 2, if vehicular 
access is limited to Pilgrim Avenue; and 

iii. Detailed urban design considerations of any future development of the site 
including provision of public pedestrian access, built form, boundary setbacks, 
deep soil areas, tree retention and the provision of tree canopy, vehicular access, 
the residential character of Pilgrim Avenue and any other relevant issues. 
 

b. That an independent traffic study be undertaken having regard to the Council’s 
 Parramatta Road Traffic Strategy being prepared by Bitzios and also taking into 
 account the cumulative impact of existing approved developments and potential 
 developments in the Strathfield CBD and inclusive of this site. 
 

2. That a further report on the Planning Proposal be submitted to Council following the public 
exhibition of the draft DCP. 

 
3. That Council write to the Department of Planning & Environment seeking an extension to 

the Gateway Determination, which requires that the proposed LEP amendment be finalised 
by 6 November 2018 and advising of Council’s resolution. 
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4. That once Council is satisfied that a and b in Point 1 has been addressed, Council request 
the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office for an Opinion to finalise the Local Environmental Plan 
 under Section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

 
5. That Council write to the Department of Planning & Environment seeking that a provision be

 incorporated into Strathfield LEP 2012 requesting that a minimum of 5% of the total number 
 of units be provided as affordable housing in Council ownership and consistent with the 
Eastern City District Plan.   

 
6. That Council notes the submissions received during the public exhibition of the Planning 

Proposal for Nos.2-6 Pilgrim Avenue, 9 Albert Road and 11-13 Albert Road, Strathfield. 
 
7. That the Department of Planning & Environment be notified in writing of Council’s 

resolution. 
 
A copy of the report presented to Council on 6 November 2018 has been included as Attachment 1 
to this report. 
 
Draft Site Specific DCP 
 
In accordance with the recommendations above, the applicant prepared a draft site specific DCP 
that addressed the matters identified in 1(a) above.  The draft DCP was reviewed and amended at 
the request of Council officers till it was considered that it had adequately addressed the matters 
identified by Council. 
 
The draft DCP was then referred to the Design Review Panel on 18 September 2019.  The Panel 
had concerns with their late involvement in this process and felt they should have been consulted 
at the beginning of the process.  Their main concerns appeared to be with the Planning Proposal 
itself, the proposed FSR in relation to the heights and the bulk of the building form.  However, this 
was not the intent or purpose of referring the draft DCP to the Design Review Panel.  Their role 
was to assess the provisions within the draft DCP and whether or not they addressed the specific 
matters raised by Council.  A copy of the minutes from the Design Review Panel has been 
included as Attachment 5 to this report. 
 
The Panel did make some suggestions regarding the built form, streetscape and street edge.  
Where relevant, the recommendations of the Design Review Panel were incorporated in the draft 
DCP. 
 
Once it was considered that the draft DCP satisfactorily addressed the recommendations from 
Council and the Design Review Panel, the draft DCP was placed on public exhibition for a 
minimum of 28 days (this was extended due to the Xmas/New Year period) from 3 December to 21 
January 2020. 
 
During the notification period, Council only received one submission.  The submission related to 
the provision of the proposed 60 parking spaces and requested that the DCP was worded to 
ensure that these spaces were in addition to the parking demands generated by the development.  
The parking spaces were given to Council in perpetuity, maintained by the owner of the building, 
but controlled and regulated by Council. 
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In relation to the submission, Council sought legal advice on the correct process to ensure 
Council’s interest in the parking spaces was best achieved.  The advice made reference to the 
most appropriate mechanism to request these spaces and provided suitable conditions of consent 
for any future development application. 
 
The DCP has been amended to reiterate that the 60 parking spaces are additional to that 
generated by the development and the mechanism to be used to provide these spaces to Council.  
The final draft version of DCP 26 is Attachment 2 of this report. 
 
In general, it is considered that the draft DCP as exhibited and subsequently amended following 
the exhibition period satisfactorily addresses the matters identified by Council in condition 1(a) and 
that Draft DCP No.26 – 2-6 Pilgrim Avenue and 9-13 Albert Road, Strathfield be adopted by 
Council.  Once the amendments to the Local Environmental Plan are made, a public notice be 
placed in the Inner Wet Courier (or equivalent process) advising that the DCP is in force. 
 
Traffic Study 
 
Council resolution 1(b) required an independent traffic study be undertaken having regard to 
Council’s Parramatta Road Traffic Strategy being prepared by Bitzios and also taking into account 
the accumulative impact of existing and approved developments in the Strathfield CBD and 
inclusive of this site.   
 
This resolution by Council was based on a Council report advising that no submissions had been 
received from state agencies during the public notification of the Planning Proposal.  In regards to 
this application, due to Council’s workload, the Department of Planning assisted Council with this 
application and agreed to undertake the notification of state agencies.  Since this report, Council 
was advised by the Department of Planning that they could not find any evidence that they had 
actually conducted the notification of state agencies.  As a result, the notification of state agencies 
was undertaken by Council from 9 April to 3 May 2019, with one submission being received by 
RMS (now part of TfNSW).  A copy of the submission has been included as Attachment 3 to this 
report. 
 
As can be seen from the RMS submission, the concerns and additional work requested is similar to 
that requested by Council in resolution 1(b).  At this stage, the precinct wide traffic study for the 
Parramatta Road Corridor Urban Strategy has come to a halt with TfNSW raising concerns with the 
assumptions and base modelling used by Council’s consultants Bitzios.  As a result, the analysis of 
this modelling is not available for public viewing and will need to be refined before it is accepted by 
TfNSW.  This means that this study cannot be referred to or referenced in any additional traffic 
analysis work carried out by the proponent. 
 
The applicant and their traffic consultants, McLaren Traffic Engineering have been consulting with 
TfNSW in preparing an addendum traffic report (Traffic Impact Analysis) to address the matters 
raised by RMS.  The traffic consultants have been liaising with RMS/TfNSW since June 2019. 
 
On March 23, 2020 Council received correspondence from TfNSW stating that they have no 
objection to Council processing the Planning Proposal.  This approval is Attachment 4 of the 
report.  They acknowledge that the addendum traffic study is still deficient in some of its analysis, 
but believes that considering the time this application has been in the system, these outstanding 
matters can be addressed at the DA stage. 
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Based on the comments from TfNSW, it is considered that the matters raised by Council in relation 
to the additional traffic study have been adequately addressed at this stage and will be considered 
further by Council and TfNSW when considering a detailed assessment of the development 
application when lodged with Council 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Planning Proposal Council Report - 6 November 2018 
2.  Draft DCP 26 - 2-6 Pilgrim Avenue and 9-13 Albert Road, Strathfield 
3.  RMS Submission to Public Consultation 
4.  TfNSW Letter giving Concurrence 
5.  Minutes from Design Review Panel on Draft DCP 26 
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DEU2 WATER CYCLE MANAGEMENT AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY/SOLAR POWER 
INITIATIVES 

AUTHOR: Sam Shaw, Environmental Projects Officer  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Deputy CEO and General Manager Planning, 

Environment and Urban Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note this Water Cycle Management & Energy Efficiency/Solar Power 
Initiatives Report. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
At the Council Meeting of the 4th February 2020 the following was resolved:  
 
30/20 
RESOLVED: 
 
That a report be prepared for Council’s April 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting on the water cycle 
management and energy efficiency/solar power initiatives in place across Council’s parks, 
reserves, council buildings and community facilities including how Council currently addresses 
such matters and plans to into the future as part of an overall strategy. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Recent environmental events (e.g. bushfire, drought, flooding and storms) have served as a 
reminder to all levels of government that greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced and water 
saved to minimise future environmental catastrophes. Council previously and currently has a 
number of proactive programs to improve its water and energy performance.  
 
Council has a variety of water cycle management initiatives including stormwater treatment, 
rainwater harvesting at some parks and most council buildings, extended development controls 
(e.g. developments requiring rainwater tanks), community education programs (e.g. Watch & Learn 
– Water Wisdom) and internal signage to remind staff of water sensitive behaviour. Council works 
with the Cooks River Alliance catchment group and Sydney Water to continually improve water 
efficiency and reduce waterway pollution. State environmental planning policies such as BASIX 
help Council manage the built environment’s impact on the water cycle. 
 
Council has recently increased energy efficiency initiatives including major projects like the Main 
Library solar installation and LED lighting upgrades. Other projects include using hybrid vehicles to 
reduce fuel use and purchasing ‘green’ energy. BASIX helps Council ensure development aligns 
with standard energy efficiency requirements across Sydney. Council also seeks to encourage 
large developments to meet heightened energy efficiency requirements and look into site-specific 
renewable energy opportunities. 
 
There are many opportunities for Council to decrease energy consumption, both internally and with 
community footprints. The Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Strategy would provide a 
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great starting point for Council to plan energy efficiency activities. This is because increasing 
energy efficiency is a key part of climate change mitigation. Additionally, review and amendment of 
the existing Energy Management Plan 2012 would highlight realistic opportunities to improve 
energy efficiency and solar power. 
 
 
Water cycle management can be improved by reducing pollution of waterways through the 
stormwater system and decreasing council and community’s water footprints. Council has various 
opportunities to reduce its water footprint, from direct infrastructure upgrades to community 
engagement. Review of Council’s water efficiency plan to determine status of previous objectives 
and incorporate broader water savings and waterway health projects would help plan and deliver 
projects. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Use of recurrent budget and funds to implement projects. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Water Cycle Management Initiatives 
2.  Energy Efficiency & Solar Power Initiatives 
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DEU3 GREYWATER SYSTEMS 
AUTHOR: Sam Shaw, Environmental Projects Officer  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Deputy CEO and General Manager Planning, 

Environment and Urban Services    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the report. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
At the Council Meeting of the 3 March 2020 the following was resolved:  
 
38/20 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Council provide a report as to the different types of greywater systems, the costs and the EPA 
Guidelines to the May 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting.  
 
 
REPORT 
 
Greywater is re-usable wastewater from domestic sources such as washing machines, showers, 
baths and basins. Greywater Systems can be a great source of irrigation all year round, are 
relatively easy and safe to access and can be a good source of nutrients for many plants. With 
treatment, greywater can also be used to wash clothes or flush toilets. Greywater makes up 
approximately half of the average buildings wastewater, and greywater systems can contribute to 
developments meeting their BASIX Water requirements. Use of greywater is regulated by the NSW 
Government (Department of Health) because of the risk of infection it poses if managed poorly. 
 
 
TYPES OF GREYWATER SYSTEMS 
 
System Description Cost 

Indication1 
NSW Government Guidelines  

Manual 
Bucketing 

Easiest and cheapest. Uses a bucket to 
collect water from the washing machine 
or shower for use in the garden. 

$5 - $50 You don't need permission to do this, 
but don't store or keep the collected 
greywater for more than one day. This 
avoids the risk of spills and bad odours. 

 

Diversion 
(gravity) 

A gravity diversion device can be as 
simple as a hose diverting water from 
the washing machine to the garden or 
more comprehensive, incorporating a 
hand-activated valve, switch or tap and 
fitted to the outlet of the waste pipe of 
the plumbing fixture such as a laundry 
sink. Greywater is diverted directly to a 
sub-surface irrigation system in the 

$500 - 
$3,000 

Approval from the local Council to 
install and operate a diversion device is 
not required under Clause 75A of the 
Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, if the installation and 
operation meet certain conditions 
outlined on page two2. 
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garden.  

 
Diversion 
(pump) 

A pump diversion device incorporates a 
surge tank to cope with sudden influxes 
of greywater for distribution of the 
greywater directly to a sub-surface 
irrigation system in the garden. The 
surge tank does not operate as a 
storage tank. 

$2,000 - 
$5,000 

Approval from the local Council to 
install and operate a diversion device is 
not required under Clause 75A of the 
Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, if the installation and 
operation meet certain conditions 
outlined on page two2. 

Treatment Greywater treatment systems (GTS) 
collect, store and treat greywater to a 
quality that allows it to be reused for 
toilet flushing, clothes washing, or 
subsurface irrigation in gardens. There 
are a number of NSW Health 
accredited GTS available on the market 
using a range of treatment 
technologies. Treated greywater should 
be almost colourless and it shouldn't 
have a bad odour, though it is not safe 
to drink. 

$4,000 - 
$20,000 

All greywater systems installed in NSW 
must be accredited by NSW Health. 
Accredited systems are listed on the 
NSW Health website. A GTS must be 
suitable for the desired reuse methods 
and daily wastewater loads. Some 
systems are accredited for internal 
reuse for toilet flushing and clothes 
washing, where others are only 
accredited for garden irrigation 
purposes. 

1 Indicative cost range for owners/developers who choose to install a greywater system. 
2 Conditions for approval : 

(a)  it is carried out in accordance with the Plumbing Code of Australia, and 
(b)  a sewage management facility is not installed on the premises concerned, and 
(c)  the following performance standards are achieved — 
(i)  the prevention of the spread of disease by micro-organisms, 
(ii) the prevention of the spread of foul odours, 
(iii)  the prevention of contamination of water, 
(iv)  the prevention of degradation of soil and vegetation, 
(v)  the discouragement of insects and vermin, 
(vi)  ensuring that persons do not come into contact with untreated sewage or effluent (whether treated or 

not) in their ordinary activities on the premises concerned, 
(vii) the minimisation of any adverse impacts on the amenity of the premises concerned and surrounding 

lands. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the report. 
 
 
REFERRAL FROM OTHER DEPARTMENT 
 
Consulted with other sections of Council including Environmental Health and Drainage. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Costs borne by individual owners or developers who choose to install a greywater system. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
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There are no attachments for this report.  
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PPC1 COVID - 19 RESPONDING LOCALLY REPORT AND BRIEFING 
AUTHOR: Anthony Hewton, General Manager People, Place and Civic Services  
APPROVER: Henry T Wong, Chief Executive Officer    
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report be received and noted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
At its April 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting Council resolved: 
 
68/20 
RESOLVED 
 
That Council prepare a COVID-19 Community and Economic Development Resilience Report for 
consideration in an April Councillor teleconference/workshop and for official adoption in the May 
Ordinary Council meeting. 
 
The following report is submitted for Council’s consideration. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Background 
 
It is important to recognise COVID -19 is fundamentally a ‘health crisis’ the responsibility of the 
Federal and State Governments to take responsibility for to manage the response overall. Given 
this, Council gets direction from these two tiers of government in the role it needs to play. 
 
At the time of writing, there were 14 confirmed cases of the COVID -19 in the Strathfield LGA, 6713 
in NSW, 6713 in Australia and 2,965,363 cases world-wide.  
 
As widely publicised in the media the rate of new infections has slowed. The Australian situation 
and has improved because of Public Health orders in each state on restricting gatherings and 
movement. 
 
A “flattening of the curve” has started to occur”.  This trend needs to continue for the National 
Cabinet made up of State, Territory and Federal Ministers to consider easing restrictions. 
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Focus Areas 
 
Council has focussed its efforts on four key focus areas in response to COVID -19 being: 
 

a) Good Financial Management 
b) Protecting Our Staff 
c) Protecting Our Local Community 
d) Supporting Our Local Economy 

 
Financial Consideration 
 
Council has adopted our Community Strategic Plan including our annual operating budget. As part 
of this fees and charges, and income projections were amended in, the final version adopted by 
Council in consideration of the COVID -19 situation. 
 
Like all Local Government Authorities in Australia, Strathfield Council’s key revenue source is 
guaranteed via rates in the long term. Cash flow is the issue to be managed should people have 
difficulty paying rates and the various fees, charges that apply. This situation will be actively 
monitored going forward (as is the case anyway). 
 
There are options to address any revenue shortfalls. These will be addressed as part of future 
quarterly budget review process and Council has a hardship policy it can apply if needed in relation 
to payments to Council. That said, Councils budget is currently tracking as per the projections in 
our adopted CSP financial plan. 
 
Strathfield Council is fortunate to have $10.2 Million in unrestricted reserves at its disposal if it was 
required.  
 
Whilst we have unrestricted reserves it will nevertheless be difficult to maintain our usual 
operations, continue to pay our current staffing compliment and continue to deliver major projects 
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in a period of COVID -19 restrictions all at the same time. The later (major projects) will be the 
most impacted. 
 
In this regard, on 28th April, 2020 the Minister for Local Government announced a $395 Million 
economic stimulus package for Local Government. Key Features of this are: 
 

- Designed to safeguard Council jobs, boost infrastructure and service delivery and trigger 
economic recovery In our local communities 

- $112 Million Council job Retention Allowance of $1500 per fortnight per employee for 3 
months (the same as for Jobkeeper) 

- Increases planned for the Emergency Services Levy paid by Councils will be not passed 
onto Councils this year ($32.76 Million) 

- Increasing and making it easier for Councils to access low interest infrastructure loans from 
Tcorp. The local government lending facility will be boosted by a further $250 Million (to 
$135 Billion) 

- Offering to guarantee other loans for councils to help them get cheaper loans from banks 
and other private sector credit providers 

 
Protective Service Users – Service Shutdowns 
 
Non-essential services where there is a risk element of COVID - 19 transmission have been shut 
down including Council’s Aged Day Care Service, Library Services and Book Locker Service, 
Community Services, Sports grounds and sports amenity buildings and Playgrounds. Parks are 
closed but members of the community can walk, exercise of ride through our parks and reserves 
as long as social distancing is maintained. Personal trainers can operate with a Council license as 
long as social distancing measures are in place. 
 
Playing our part in Protecting our Community 
 
In response to the NSW Public Health (COVID – 19 Restrictions on Gatherings and Movement) 
Order 2020 Council has been required to undertake a number of measures.  
 
Council’s Community “Connecter Bus” services have been reduced and cleansing regime of our 
buses implemented, Community bookings for Community facilities have been cancelled, Council’s 
Customer Service Centre Hours have reduced (other protective measures implemented for staff 
and customers) and cyclical playground cleansing introduced.  
 
Redeployed staff from closed services have become Honorary Rangers to ‘encourage’ and enforce 
where ‘necessary’ social distancing measures (the latter in cooperation with our regular 
compliance staff and the NSW Police). 
 
Council’s Communications area have ensured Federal and State Government messaging around 
COVID -19 are easily accessible through Council’s website (a COVID -19 Page has been 
specifically developed), weekly E – NEWS and other Council communications. 
 
Signage to enforce social distancing and in the instance of closed services has been erected in 
parks, reserves, community facilities, Council’s fleet vehicles and Offices and also in local 
shopping Centres. One example below: 
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Maintaining Essential Services 
 
Council plays a vital role in providing “Essential Services” to allow our community to function, to 
ensure public safety, wellbeing and health is maintained. Examples of this are as follows: 
 

- Waste Collection, Urban Services (Drains, Roads, Footpaths), Parks & Civic Space 
Maintenance, Environmental Health & Planning, Ranger and Enforcement Services + more 

- Neighbour to Neighbour Program + responsive initiatives for e.g. elderly people / people in 
need with issues referred to Council 

- Liaison and intraoperative cooperation with NSW Police Local Area Commands e.g. social 
distancing measures (most recently Strathfield Plaza but also at other public places, civic 
spaces, parks and reserves) 

 
Maintaining a Public Face and Running the Business of Council 
 
NSW Government restrictions on Gathering and Movement have meant the following measures 
have required to be implemented at Council: 
 

- Teleconferencing software is being used regularly 
- Federal and State Government advice is Microsoft Teams or Skype are preferred platforms 

for security reasons 
- All Council meetings where social distancing cannot be maintained will utilise 

teleconferencing e.g. Council’s Ordinary Meetings, The Executive, meetings with 
government departments, connecting workers at home with staff meetings at Council 

- These arrangements will continue until Public Health Restrictions on Gathering and 
Movement are lifted as currently legislated by the NSW Government 

- The Office of Local Government NSW provides communiques and directions to Councils on 
teleconferencing 

 
Where to from Here 
 
Councils Executive and Senior Management team continue to monitor the situation going forward. 
It is an unprecedented situation, that the world finds itself in with a global health pandemic that is 
COVID -19. This filters down to the need for action locally. 
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The situation may arise that Council operations will ever return to being exactly the same as prior 
to COVID – 19 times. However, we will continue to implement measures in the best interests of the 
local community we serve and on the advice from the NSW and Federal Governments and 
National Cabinet. 
 
Council is currently progressing through phase one of the responding to COVID -19: 
 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The COVID - 19 World Pandemic has provided many challenges, which have required swift 
management and action by Council at a local level and in the interests of the people who live, work 
and play in the Strathfield Local Government Area. Council’s response has been swift and 
multifaceted as evident in the initiatives outlines in this report. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.  


