


Honey bee

Presence in Australia:

European honey bees have been
present in Australia for 190 years.
They are widely established.

Distinguishing features:

1. Variable in colour but usually
brownish with dull yellow and
black banded abdomen

2. 13-16 mm in length

3. 2-3visible yellow bands on
abdomen

4. Fine visible hairs present over
whole body

5. Antennae medium length, slightly
longer than the head

6. Wing colour light brown

European honey Bee (Apis mellifera)
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/ Have barbed

stinger that
remains in skin

/ Carry pollen on
hind legs

Colonies build
hives with parallel
wax combs in
enclosed spaces

Have two pairs
of visible wings

Feed on pollen
and nectar from
flowering plants
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Teddy bear bee (egilla b

Native bee

Presence in Australia:

Teddy bear bees are native to
Australia. They are widely distributed
across eastern Australia, excluding
Tasmania.

Distinguishing features:

1.
Phc

Golden brown in colour

15-20 mm in length, fatter than
the European honey bee

. 6-7 dark hairless bands on

otherwise hairy abdomen

Dense golden brown hairs cover
most of the body, including legs

. Antennae medium length, slightly

longer than the head
Wing colour dark brownish black
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Have non-barbed
stinger

Carry pollen on
hind legs

Do not build a
hive. Solitary
bees build
individual nests
underground

Have two pairs
of visible wings

Feed on pollen
and nectar from
flowering plants

Image courtesy of Anne Dollin, Aussie Bee, Australia, www.aussiebee.com.au






