
 

 

 
 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA 

 
 

Strathfield Municipal Council 
 
 
 

Tuesday 1 May 2018 
 
 

6.30PM 
Council Chambers 

65 Homebush Road, Strathfield 
 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 

Open Forum is held during each Council Meeting to enable any person to 
address Council without notice on any matter NOT included in the Agenda 

of the meeting. 
 

Speakers must give their name and address and are permitted five minutes 
to address council. 

 
Members of the public are not permitted to make personal comments 

concerning Councillors, staff or other members of the public or engage in 
disorderly or offensive conduct at a meeting. Unacceptable conduct may 

result in rescinding speaking rights or expulsion from the meeting. 
 

All comments made in Open Forum are recorded. 



 

 

 
Recording of Council Meetings 

 
Persons in the gallery are advised that under the Local Government Act, 1993 a person may NOT 

tape record the proceeding of a meeting of a council or committee without the authority of the 

council or committee.“Tape record” includes a video camera and an electronic device capable of 

recording speech. 

 

Mobile phones must be turned off so as not to disrupt the meeting. Anyone, including Councillors, 

found using a mobile phone will be told to leave the meeting immediately and for the duration of 

the said meeting. 

 

An audio recording of this meeting will be taken for minute taking purposes as authorised by the 

Local Government Act. 

 
This meeting is live streamed on Council’s website to allow the community to follow Council 

debates and decisions without the need to attend meetings in person. Members of the public 

attending or speaking at a meeting agree to have their image, voice and personal information 

(including name and address) recorded and publicly broadcast. Strathfield Council does not accept 

liability for any defamatory remarks or inappropriate comments that are made during the course of 

a meeting. Any part of the meeting that is held in closed session will not be streamed.  
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Minutes of the Council Meeting of Strathfield Municipal Council held on 10 April 2018, in the 
Council Chambers, 65 Homebush Road, Strathfield. 
 
 
COMMENCING: 6.30PM 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Gulian Vaccari (Chairperson) 
 Councillor Matthew Blackmore 

Councillor Antoine Doueihi 
Councillor Maryanne Duggan 
Councillor Nella Hall 
Councillor Karen Pensabene 
 

 
STAFF: Henry Wong, General Manager 

Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure, Development and Environment 
Anthony Hewton, Director Corporate and Human Services 
James Ng, Manager Administration 
Jenny Nascimento, Chief Financial Officer 
Cathy Jones, Principal Analyst, Corporate Strategy and Performance 
Melinda Aitkenhead, Manager Governance & Internal Affairs 
Kathie John, Governance Officer 

 
 
1. OPENING: The Prayer was read. 
 
 
2. RECOGNITION OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS: The Recognition was read. 
 
 
3. APOLOGIES  
 
An apology was tendered on behalf of Councillor Kokkolis for non-attendance. 
 
57/18 
RESOLVED: (Doueihi / Blackmore) 
 
That the apology tendered on behalf of Councillor Kokkolis for non-attendance be accepted and 
leave of absence granted. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
 
Mrs Sushma Kumar addressed the meeting requesting that a parking limit be put on Oxford Road, 
Strathfield.  Mrs Kumar’s husband also addressed the meeting regarding the matter. 
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5. PECUNIARY INTEREST /CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Councillor Vaccari declared a conflict of interest in Item 13.2 Report from Traffic Committee 
Meeting 20 March 2018 – Item  9.3 Oxford Road - Parking Restrictions and advised that he intends 
to vacate the meeting room and not take part in discussion or voting on the matter. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
58/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Doueihi) 
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 6 March 2018, a copy of which has been 
furnished to each Councillor, be taken as read and confirmed as a true and correct record of that 
meeting and that the Chairperson and General Manager be authorised to sign such minutes. 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
 
7. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 
Councillor Vaccari attended the funeral of Elsie Miller, grandmother of former Mayor Scott Farlow. 
 
Councillor Vaccari accepted a plaque on behalf of Council from Canterbury Football Association 
thanking Council for its support over the years. 

 
 

8. DEFERRED/OUTSTANDING MATTERS AWAITING REPORT  
 

Nil 
 

9. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT MATTERS  
 

Nil 
 

 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

59/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Blackmore) 
 
That Standing Orders be Suspended to allow consideration of the following matters: 
 

GM1 Strathfield Council Community Strategic Plan 
CS1 Community User Facilities Hire Agreement 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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GM1 Strathfield Council Community Strategic Plan 

60/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Hall) 
 
That: 

1. pursuant to section 402 (1-7) of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), Strathfield 
Council place the draft Community Strategic Plan, ‘Strathfield 2030’ (the Plan), on exhibition 
in accordance with the requirements of the Act and note that the Plan was reviewed and 
developed following extensive and detailed community engagement since the September 
2017 Council election; 

2. pursuant to sections 403 (2) of the Act, place on exhibition, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act, the draft Resourcing Strategy including the ten year Long Term 
Financial Plan and Asset Management Plans and three year Workforce Management 
Strategy, as required as part of its Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2030; 

3. pursuant to sections 404 (1-5) of the Act, place on exhibition, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Act, its Delivery Program that details the principal activities to be 
undertaken by Council to implement the strategies set out by the Community Strategic Plan 
‘Strathfield 2030’; 

4. pursuant to sections 405(1-6), 532, 610B-610F, 706(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 
and clause 201(1) of the Local Government Regulation 2005, place on exhibition, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Act, its one year Operational Plan 2018-19, which 
details financial resourcing for the forward periods, 

5. Council, place on exhibition, in accordance with the requirements of the Act, the Ordinary 
Rate to comprise a base rate and ad valorem rating structure for both Residential and 
Business categories of rates on all rateable land for 2018-2019, as set  out in this 
Report; and note that an increase rates income by 2.3% in 2018-2019 in  accordance with 
the permissible rate increase set by IPART. 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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CS1 Community User Facilities Hire Agreement 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council approve the introduction of a Community User Facilities Hire Agreement. 
 
AMENDMENT: (Pensabene / Hall) 
 

1. That Council approve the introduction of a Community User Facilities Hire Agreement. 
 

2. That there be a community workshop with all existing and potential users so that a draft 
form can be presented and discussed. 

 
61/18 

RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Hall) 
 

1. That Council approve the introduction of a Community User Facilities Hire Agreement. 
 

2. That there be a community workshop with all existing and potential users so that a draft 
form can be presented and discussed. 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Councillors Duggan, Hall and Pensabene 

The Motion when Put with voting being equal the Mayor exercised his casting vote For the Motion 
and declared it Carried. 
 
Resumption of Standing Orders 

62/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Hall) 
 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
10. MAYORAL MINUTE(S) IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S CODE OF MEETING 

PRACTICE 
 
10.1 Mayoral Minute No. 09/18 - ANZ Stadium 

I MOVE THAT:  
 

1) Council write to the NSW Premier, Gladys Berejiklian and the Sports Minister, Stuart Ayers, 
indicating Council’s support for the State Government’s announcement that ANZ Stadium at 
Olympic Park, will now be refurbished and not demolished as previously proposed. 

 
2) The correspondence includes a restatement of Council’s position that any funds saved from 

not demolishing the stadium should be allocated to local infrastructure priorities within 10km 
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radium of the stadium. 
63/18 
RESOLVED: (Vaccari) 
 

1) That Council write to the NSW Premier, Gladys Berejiklian and the Sports Minister, Stuart 
Ayers, indicating Council’s support for the State Government’s announcement that ANZ 
Stadium at Olympic Park, will now be refurbished and not demolished as previously 
proposed. 

 
2) That the correspondence includes: 

 
a) a restatement of Council’s position that any funds saved from not demolishing the 

stadium should be allocated to local infrastructure priorities within 10km radium of the 
stadium. 

 
b) that Council be appraised of the stadium financials when available. 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Hall and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Councillors Duggan and Pensabene 
 
The Mayor declared the Motion Carried. 
 
 
11. COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS TO THE MAYOR (SUBMITTED IN WRITING IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE)  
 

Nil 
 

12. QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE  
 

Nil 
 

13. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 
13.1 Report from Strathfield Youth Engagement Advisory Committee Meeting 14 February 

2018 

64/18 
RESOLVED: (Hall / Pensabene) 
 
That the minutes of the Strathfield Youth Engagement Committee meeting held on 14 February 
2018 be noted and the recommendations (if any) be adopted. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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13.2 Report from Traffic Committee Meeting 20 March 2018 

65/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Blackmore) 
 
That the minutes of the Traffic Committee Meeting held on 20 March 2018 with the exception of 
Item 9.3 be noted and the recommendations (if any) be adopted. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Vaccari having declared a Conflict of Interest in Item 9.3 vacated the Chair 
and left the Chamber at 8.10PM and took no part in discussion or voting on the matter. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Hall assumed the Chair. 
 
66/18 
 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Doueihi 
 
That the minutes of the Traffic Committee Meeting held on 20 March 2018 in relation to Item 9.3 
Oxford Road - Parking Restrictions be noted and the recommendations (if any) be adopted. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall and Pensabene 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
The Mayor, Councillor Vaccari returned to the meeting, the time being 8.11 PM 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Hall vacated the Chair. 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Vaccari assumed the Chair. 
 
14. MOTIONS PURSUANT TO NOTICE 
 
14.1 Reviewing Developer Contributions – Councillor Blackmore 

I MOVE:  
 
1. That a review of Council’s Section 94 plan be conducted at the next Councillor workshop. 
 
2. That a report be provided at the Councillor workshop in relation to our current fees and uses 

for section 94 contributions.  
 
67/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Hall) 

 
1. That a review of Council’s Section 94 plan be conducted at the next Councillor workshop. 
 
2. That a report be provided at the Councillor workshop in relation to our current fees and uses 

for section 94 contributions.  
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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14.2 Identifying Leash Free Areas – Councillor Blackmore 

I MOVE:  
 
1. That a report be provided to the June 2018 ordinary council meeting in relation to leash free 

dog areas.  
 
2. That the report include but not limited to possible locations for 2 fenced leash free areas, 

feasibility and budgetary implications.  
 
68/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Duggan) 

 
1. That a report be provided to the June 2018 ordinary council meeting in relation to leash free 

dog areas.  
 
2. That the report include but not limited to possible locations for 2 fenced leash free areas, 

feasibility and budgetary implications.  
 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
 
14.3 Opening Up Sydney Water Vacant Land To Increase Green Space – Councillor 

Blackmore 

I MOVE:  
 
1. That a report be provided to the July 2018 ordinary council meeting in relation to the feasibility 

of opening up for access to the community Sydney Water owned vacant land in Strathfield 
Council LGA.  

 
i. That council write to Sydney Water about removing the fences to allow community 

access to the vacant land located in the middle of Fitzgerald Cres, Strathfield.  
 
ii. That council investigate the possibility of building on Sydney Water Vacant Land where 

it is appropriate and/or possible Children’s play equipment, adult exercise equipment, a 
walking path, native trees and landscaping. 

 
iii. That council write to The Hon. Domenic Perrottet, Minister for Finance and Services in 

relation to our request for Sydney Water to open up these properties for community 
use. 

 
2. That the report include but not limited to the feasibility and budgetary implications to Council.  
 
69/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Vaccari) 

 
1. That a report be provided to the July 2018 ordinary council meeting in relation to the 

feasibility of opening up for access to the community Sydney Water owned vacant land in 
Strathfield Council LGA.  

 
 i. That council write to Sydney Water about removing the fences to allow 
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 community access to the vacant land located in the middle of Fitzgerald Cres, 
 Strathfield.  

 
 ii. That council investigate the possibility of building on Sydney Water Vacant Land 

 where it is appropriate and/or possible Children’s play equipment, adult 
 exercise equipment, a walking path, native trees and landscaping. 

 
 iii. That council write to The Hon. Domenic Perrottet, Minister for Finance and 

 Services in relation to our request for Sydney Water to open up these properties 
 for community use. 

 
2. That the report include but not limited to the feasibility and budgetary implications to 

Council.  
 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
 
14.4 Improving Council's Customer Service – Councillor Blackmore 

I MOVE:  
 
1. That a report be provided to the June 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the 

implementation of a fully accountable reference number system for Council’s customer 
service. 

 
2. That the report include but not limited to; current procedures, any planned improvements, the 

feasibility of implementing a Customer Relationship Management System to track from 
resident enquiry to completion, other effective systems that are currently in use in other 
councils.  

 
70/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Duggan) 
 
1. That a report be provided to the June 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the 

implementation of a fully accountable reference number system for Council’s customer 
service. 

 
2. That the report include but not limited to; current procedures, any planned improvements, the 

feasibility of implementing a Customer Relationship Management  System to track from 
resident enquiry to completion, other effective systems that are  currently in use in other 
councils including the use of the Snap, Send, Solve app (or similar) to support resident 
enquiries. 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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14.5 Women's Community Shelter – Councillor Duggan 

I MOVE THAT:  
 

1. A report be prepared investigating the feasibility of the establishment of a Women’s 
Community Shelter servicing the Strathfield LGA as an emergency safe haven (up to 3 
months) for women who are homeless due to physical, emotional or sexual abuses, family 
breakdown, financial strife, domestic violence, mental health issues or lack of affordable 
housing or other factors.   

2. Council convene a Women’s Community Shelter Working Group committee consisting of 
two Council staff (one to be the convener), up to three Councillors and three to four 
community agency representatives (with appropriate experience and professional 
background relating to women’s support services) to provide input into the feasibility report. 
This to include input into the steps/actions, funding sources required to operate a Women’s 
Community Shelter successfully servicing the Strathfield LGA.    

3. The Women’s Community Shelter Working Group will have a sunset clause in its charter 
and only meet for the duration required for a feasibility report to be prepared. Council can 
consider further its ongoing status at this time. 

 
71/18 
RESOLVED: (Duggan / Pensabene) 
 
1. That a report be prepared investigating the feasibility of the establishment  of a Women’s 

Community Shelter servicing the Strathfield LGA as an emergency safe haven (up to 3 
months) for women who are homeless due to physical, emotional or sexual abuses, family 
breakdown, financial strife, domestic violence, mental health issues or lack of affordable 
housing or other factors.   

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
72/18 
RESOLVED: (Duggan / Pensabene) 
2. That Council convene a Women’s Community Shelter Working Group committee consisting of 

two Council staff (one to be the convener), all interested Councillors and three to four 
community agency representatives (with appropriate experience and professional background 
relating to women’s support services) to provide input into the feasibility report. This to include 
input into the steps/actions, funding sources required to operate a Women’s Community 
Shelter successfully servicing the Strathfield LGA.    

 
For the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall and Pensabene 

Against the Motion: Councillors Blackmore and Vaccari 

The Mayor declared the Motion Carried. 
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73/18 
RESOLVED: (Duggan / Pensabene) 

3. That the Women’s Community Shelter Working Group will have a sunset clause in its charter 
and only meet for the duration required for a feasibility report to be prepared. Council can 
consider further its ongoing status at this time. 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
 
15. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
CS2 Current Status of Council Resolutions 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the report on the current status of Council resolutions be noted. 
 
74/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene / Hall) 

 
1. That the report on the current status of Council resolutions be noted. 
   
2. Council receives a progress report at an upcoming workshop on 11.2 Draft Plan of 

Management for Community Lands (minute no. 155/17). 
 
Cr Nella Hall left the meeting, the time being 08:01 PM.  
 
Cr Nella Hall returned to the meeting, the time being 08:04 PM. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
 
CS3 Investment Report as at 28 February 2018 

75/18 
RESOLVED: (Doueihi / Hall) 
 
That the record of cash investments as at 28 February 2018 be noted. 
 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
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CS4 2018 National General Assembly of Local Government 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Councillors determine any Notices of Motion for submission to the 2018 National General 
Assembly of Local Government. 

2. That Council determine its representation at the 2018 National General Assembly of Local 
Government. 

3. That Council determine the voting delegate for the 2018 National General Assembly of Local 
Government. 

 
AMENDMENT (Blackmore/Vaccari) 
 
1. That Councillors determine any Notices of Motion for submission to the 2018 National General 

Assembly of Local Government. 

2. That Council only send two delegates to the 2018 National General Assembly of Local 
Government. 

3. That Deputy Mayor Nella Hall be the voting delegate for the 2018 National General Assembly 
of Local Government. 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall and Pensabene 
 
The Mayor declared the Amendment Lost. 
 
76/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Pensabene) 
 

1. That Councillors determine any Notices of Motion for submission to the 2018 National 
General Assembly of Local Government. 

2. That Councillors Hall, Doueihi, Pensabene and Duggan represent council at the 2018 
National General Assembly of Local Government. 

3. That Deputy Mayor Nella Hall be the voting delegate for the 2018 National General 
Assembly of Local Government. 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Doueihi, Duggan, Hall and Pensabene 

Against the Motion: Councillors Vaccari and Blackmore 

The Mayor declared the Motion Carried. 
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ID1 Population Growth in the Strathfield Council LGA 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. That a further report be presented to Council once the strategic studies have been prepared 

for the Burwood, Strathfield and Homebush Planned Precinct. 
 
AMENDMENT: (Duggan / Hall) 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. That further information be provided on the potential impacts of increased population 

density as per item 2. 
 
3. That Council compare current development proposals, development applications and other 

known changes in population with the forecast population, household and dwelling 
information provided by the Greater Sydney Commission. 

 

77/18 
RESOLVED: (Duggan / Hall) 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. That further information be provided on the potential impacts of increased population 

density as per item 2. 
 
3. That Council compare current development proposals, development applications and other 

known changes in population with the forecast population, household and dwelling 
information provided by the Greater Sydney Commission. 

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
 
ID2 Improving Commercial Shopfronts 

78/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Pensabene) 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. That an amendment be prepared to Part J – Erection and display of Advertising Signs  and 

Structures of Strathfield Council DCP 2005 to amend the: 
 

(i) Language provisions, including provisions for internal signage as outlined in the body 
of the report. 

(ii) Requirements for Window Signs as outlined in the body of the report. 
 
3. That the amendment outlined in 2 above be placed on public exhibition in  accordance with 

the requirements of the Act and Regulations. 
 
4. That the Standard Conditions be updated to include the following additional condition  for all 
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signage applications: 
 

(i) All signage is to be displayed in the English language, with a direct or near direct 
translation into another language using smaller letters or characters. Where signage 
includes a translation into another language, this must not exceed more than 30% of 
the overall size of the English language text. 

 
5. That a Fact Sheet be prepared similar to that included at Attachment 1 of the report and 

distributed to local businesses. 
 
6. That a further report be presented to Council at the conclusion of the exhibition period.    

 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 

 
ID3 Increasing Tree Planting in Nature Strips 

79/18 
RESOLVED: (Hall / Blackmore) 
 
That Council allocate funding for increased tree planting in Nature Strips in conjunction with 
Council resolution Mayoral Minute 02/18 Street Tree Audit. 
 

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

 
ID4 Community Gardens for Homebush West Area 

Councillor Duggan having declared a Conflict of Interest in this matter vacated the meeting room at 
8.49PM and took no part in discussion or voting on the matter. 
 
80/18 
RESOLVED: (Hall / Blackmore) 
 
That the proposal for the establishment of Community Gardens be the subject of a future 
Councillors workshop. 
 
For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 

Cr Maryanne Duggan returned to the meeting, the time being 08:49 PM. 
 
 
ID5 Improving Streetscapes Near Homebush Station 

81/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Hall) 
 
That Council implement the litter reduction strategy as detailed in this report regarding improving 
streetscapes near Homebush Station. 
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For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
 
ID6 Improving Recycling 

82/18 
RESOLVED: (Blackmore / Duggan) 
 
That Council conduct community consultation on Ford Park and the Hudson Park car park being 
used as drop off points for large cardboard boxes and soft recyclable plastic packaging.  

For the Motion: Councillors Blackmore, Doueihi, Duggan, Hall, Pensabene and Vaccari 

Against the Motion: Nil 
 
 
 
16. MATTERS OF URGENCY IN ACCORDANCE WITH CLAUSE 241 OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT GENERAL REGULATION, 2005 
 

Nil  
 
 
17. CLOSED SESSION  
 

Nil  
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.58PM. 
 
The foregoing Minutes were confirmed at the meeting of the Council of the Municipality of 
Strathfield on 1 May 2018. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman________________________ General Manager_________________________ 
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13.1 TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES OF 17 APRIL 2018 
AUTHOR: Satwinder Saini, Principal Engineer/Traffic Management  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the Traffic Committee Meeting held on 17 April 2018 be noted and the 
recommendations (if any) be adopted. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Traffic Commitee Minutes of 17 April 2018 
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14.1 NOTICE OF RESCISSION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLORS PENSABENE, 
DUGGAN AND HALL  

SUBJECT: COMMUNITY USER FACILITIES HIRE AGREEMENT    
  
MOVED:  
 
That the Council’s decision of 10 April 2018 in respect of General Business Item CS1 – Community 
User Facilities Hire Agreement be and is hereby rescinded. 
 
“61/18 

RESOLVED: (Pensabene/Hall) 
 

1. That Council approve the introduction of a Community User Facilities Hire Agreement. 
 

2. That there be a community workshop with all existing and potential users so that a draft 
form can be presented and discussed.” 

 
If the above Notice of Rescission is carried, it is proposed to move the following alternate Motion: 
 
THAT COUNCIL: 
 

i. Collate feedback from current users of Council Community facilities as part of the exhibition of 
fees and charges in the CSP. 

 
ii. Following consideration of this feedback this matter be given consideration at the next 

Councillors Briefing workshop. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Council’s decision of 10 April 2018 in respect of General Business Item CS1 – 
Community User Facilities Hire Agreement be and is hereby rescinded. 
 
“61/18 
RESOLVED: (Pensabene/Hall) 
 

1. That Council approve the introduction of a Community User Facilities Hire 
 Agreement. 

 
2. That there be a community workshop with all existing and potential users so that a 
 draft form can be presented and discussed.” 

 
If the above Notice of Rescission is carried, it is proposed to move the following alternate 
Motion: 
 
THAT COUNCIL: 
 

i. Collate feedback from current users of Council Community facilities as part of the 
exhibition of fees and charges in the CSP. 

 
ii. Following consideration of this feedback this matter be given consideration at the next 

Councillors Briefing workshop. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BLACKMORE  
SUBJECT: SOLAR PANELS FOR COUNCIL BUILDINGS   
  
 
I MOVE THAT:  
 
1. A report be prepared for the September Council Meeting in relation to the feasibility of 

installing Solar Panels on all Strathfield Council Buildings. 
 
2. The report include, but not limited to, feasibility, budgetary implications, potential budgetary 

savings and improvements to our Greenstar and Nabars ratings. 
 

3. Council consult with NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) and Local Government 
Procurement (LGP) regarding potential Solar Power Purchase Agreements. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 
1. A report be prepared for the September Council Meeting in relation to the feasibility of 
 installing Solar Panels on all Strathfield Council Buildings. 
 
2. The report include, but not limited to, feasibility, budgetary implications, potential 
 budgetary savings and improvements to our Greenstar and Nabars ratings. 

 
3. Council consult with NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) and Local 
 Government Procurement (LGP) regarding potential Solar Power Purchase Agreements. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BLACKMORE  
SUBJECT: COMMUTER PARKING AT TRAIN STATIONS   
  
 
I MOVE:  
 
1. That a report be prepared for the October 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the 

feasibility on increasing commuter car parking at train stations within the Strathfield LGA. 
 
2. That the report to include but not limited to: 
 

(i) Suitable locations for multilevel carpark/s, potential impacts to residents and business, 
future benefits to residents and business, financial implications. 

 
(ii) Potential State Government or Transport NSW funding. 
 
(iii) The possibility of partnering with the Transport Park & Ride Carpark program. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That a report be prepared for the October 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to 

the feasibility on increasing commuter car parking at train stations within the Strathfield 
LGA. 

 
2. That the report to include but not limited to: 
 

(i) Suitable locations for multilevel carpark/s, potential impacts to residents and 
 business,  future benefits to residents and business, financial implications. 

 
(ii) Potential State Government or Transport NSW funding. 
 
(iii) The possibility of partnering with the Transport Park & Ride Carpark program. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR DOUEIHI  
SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTING AND INCENTIVISING GOOD URBAN DESIGN OUTCOMES  IN 

RELATION TO SHOPFRONT SIGNAGE AND SHOPFRONT DESIGN   
  
 
I MOVE:  
 
That a report be provided to the August 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the feasibility 
of Strathfield Council: 
 

1. Assisting local shop owners and businesses by providing a subsidy towards the redesign 
costs of their shopfronts to improve their quality of design consistent with Council’s planning 
controls and published design guidelines.  

2. Banning and the removal of shutters and ‘rolladoor’ fixtures on shopfronts in the Strathfield 
LGA as they do not contribute to good urban design outcomes in the local area. 

3. That the subsidy which could be provided following an application and approval process 
would cover fifty (50) percent of total costs per shopfront (to a maximum of $1000).  

4. A suitable allocation of funds that could be referred to Council’s annual budget for this 
purpose. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That a report be provided to the August 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting in relation to the 
feasibility of Strathfield Council: 
 

1. Assisting local shop owners and businesses by providing a subsidy towards the 
 redesign costs of their shopfronts to improve their quality of design consistent with 
 Council’s planning  controls and published design guidelines.  

2. Banning and the removal of shutters and ‘rolladoor’ fixtures on shopfronts in the 
 Strathfield LGA as they do not contribute to good urban design outcomes in the local 
 area. 

3. That the subsidy which could be provided following an application and approval 
 process would cover fifty (50) percent of total costs per shopfront (to a maximum of 
 $1000).  

4. A suitable allocation of funds that could be referred to Council’s annual budget for 
 this purpose. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR BLACKMORE  
SUBJECT: REDUCING INDUSTRIAL NOISE FOR RESIDENTS ADJACENT TO 

INDUSTRIAL AREAS   
  
 
I MOVE:  
 
1. That Council prepare a report to the August Ordinary Council meeting in relation to the 

introduction of compulsory low decibel broad band smart alarms commonly known as 
"quackers" on all vehicles and plant machinery operating within the industrial areas of 
Strathfield LGA. 

 
2. That the report include, but not limited to, how this can be introduced, possible compliance and 

benefits to residents adjacent to Industrial areas due to noise reduction because of the 
removal of the high pitch reverse beeper. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council prepare a report to the August Ordinary Council meeting in relation to the 
 introduction of compulsory low decibel broad band smart alarms commonly known as 
 "quackers" on all vehicles and plant machinery operating within the industrial areas of 
 Strathfield LGA. 
 
2. That the report include, but not limited to, how this can be introduced, possible 
 compliance and benefits to residents adjacent to Industrial areas due to noise 
 reduction because of the removal of the high pitch reverse beeper. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR PENSABENE  
SUBJECT: FEASIBILITY OF COUNCIL INSTALLING ADULT EXERCISE TRAINING 

STATIONS IN AND ON RECREATIONAL AREAS IN STRATHFIELD   
  
 
I MOVE THAT:  
 
1. A report be prepared investigating the feasibility of Council installing adult exercise training 

stations in and on recreational areas in Strathfield.  
 
2. The report canvas suitable possible locations and budget implications.  
 
3. Possible areas of interest to be investigated to include, but not be limited to, Ford Park and 

Freshwater Park. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 
1. A report be prepared investigating the feasibility of Council installing adult exercise 
 training stations in and on recreational areas in Strathfield.  
 
2. The report canvas suitable possible locations and budget implications.  
 
3. Possible areas of interest to be investigated to include, but not be limited to, Ford Park 
 and Freshwater Park. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.7 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR DUGGAN  
SUBJECT: PRESERVING REMAINING HERITAGE FABRIC OF STRATHFIELD COUNCIL'S 

RESIDENTIAL AREAS   
  
 
I MOVE THAT:  
 
1. A report be prepared for a future Councillors Planning Policy and Urban Design Working 

Group Committee identifying the current conservation and heritage listed areas in the 
Strathfield local government area.  

 
2. The report highlight any further options relating to development controls or strategies that 

Council could pursue which could identify and ensure preservation of areas of the Strathfield 
LGA which could be nominated for State and National Heritage Listing.  

 
3. The report also include other options to safeguard and protect the urban and heritage fabric of 

our current R2 areas. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 
1. A report be prepared for a future Councillors Planning Policy and Urban Design 
 Working Group Committee identifying the current conservation and heritage listed 
 areas in the Strathfield local government area.  
 
2. The report highlight any further options relating to development controls or strategies 
 that Council could pursue which could identify and ensure preservation of areas of the 
 Strathfield LGA which could be nominated for State and National Heritage Listing.  
 
3. The report also include other options to safeguard and protect the urban and heritage 
 fabric of our current R2 areas. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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14.8 NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR HALL  
SUBJECT: STRATHFIELD COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER   
  
 
I MOVE:  
 
1.    That Council investigate and report by the August 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting on the cost 

of internally producing a Strathfield LGA Resident Newsletter 6 times per year to be distributed 
within the Strathfield LGA by a process of resident subscription.  

2. That the Newsletter should be no more than 8 pages of A4 size and should include, but not 
limited to, the following topics: 

Council news, Developments, Council motions, Street sweeping timetables, Current 
Council works eg, Footpath repairs etc, Council events, Community events, Positive 
achievement stories by Council, Community group news, Small business news 
and Schools news. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1.    That Council investigate and report by the August 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting on the 

cost of internally producing a Strathfield LGA Resident Newsletter 6 times per year to be 
distributed within the Strathfield LGA by a process of resident subscription.  

2. That the Newsletter should be no more than 8 pages of A4 size and should include, but 
not limited to, the following topics: 

Council news, Developments, Council motions, Street sweeping timetables, Current 
Council works eg, Footpath repairs etc, Council events, Community events, Positive 
achievement stories by Council, Community group news, Small business news 
and Schools news. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.  
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GM1 DELIVERY PROGRAM AND OPERATIONAL PLAN SIX MONTHLY PROGRESS 
REPORT JULY TO DECEMBER 2017 

AUTHOR: Cathy Jones, Principal Analyst, Corporate Strategy and Performance  
APPROVER: Henry T Wong, General Manager    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Delivery Program six-monthly progress report for July to December 2017 be noted.  
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To report to Council the progress of the Council Delivery Program 2014-2018 and the Operational 
Plan 2017-2018. 
 
REPORT 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the NSW Office of Local Government’s Integrated Planning 
and Reporting guidelines and Section 404 of the Local Government Act 1993, a progress report 
must be presented to Council on the principal activities in the Delivery Program every six months.   
 
The Delivery Program 2014-2018 and Operational Plan commenced on 1 July 2017. These plans 
reflect the directions expressed by the community from extensive engagement and consultation in 
the development of the Strathfield Community Strategic Plan ‘Strathfield 2025’. The attached report 
provides a progress report for the period July to December 2017.  
 
The five principal activities set out in the Community Strategic Plan Strathfield 2025 include: 
 
 Connectivity 
 Community Wellbeing 
 Prosperity and Opportunities 
 Liveable Neighbourhoods 
 Responsible Leadership 
 
The Delivery Program contains four (4) year objectives against each of the five principal themes.  
The Operational Plan 2017-2018 conveys yearly actions and key performance indicators to detail 
what Council intends on doing and how to measure its progress.   
 
The attached report indicates progress of actions and capital works for the 2017-2018 year.  The 
report indicates that Council is well on track to complete the majority of its activities and works for 
the 2017-2018 financial year.    
 
Council’s Annual Report for 2017-2018 will be published in late November 2018.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Delivery Program and Operational Plan Progress Report - July to December 2017 
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CS1 FRIENDS OF STRATHFIELD LIBRARY 
AUTHOR: Renea McLachlan, Manager Library and Information Services  
APPROVER: Anthony Hewton, Director Corporate and Human Services    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council endorse the investigation of the community’s interest in re-establishing the 

Friends of Strathfield Library (FOSL) group by holding an information session in May 
2018. 
 

2. That Council support the initial set up and re-establishment of the Friends of Strathfield 
Library group providing enough interest is generated from the information session. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting on 6 March 2018, resolved (Minute No. 34/18): 
 
“THAT: 

1.  A report be provided to Council at the May 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting on establishing a 
“Friends of Strathfield & High Street Library” group and that the report include the following: 

 
 Background on the potential benefit to council and community  

 An outline of what other councils do to support activities in this area 

 Steps which would be required to support the establishment of such a group 

 Ongoing resources required to support such a group e.g. promotional material, suitable 
meeting space, administration support and (reasonable) costs incurred 

 
2.  The established group be involved in writing its charter.” 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the Resolution and to provide information on aims, 
objectives, requirements, guidelines, limitations and support of the group. 
 
REPORT 
 
This report has been compiled based on information from a variety of sources including 
documentation from the previous Friends of Strathfield Library group, Friends of Libraries Australia 
organisation and other Friends of Libraries groups.   
 
Former FOSL 
  
Friends of Strathfield Library (FOSL) was formed in 1987 and ran for 27 years. The Friends of 
Strathfield Library group undertook voluntary tasks including newspaper clipping sorting, shelf tidy 
within the library and the organisation of the book sale. FOSL also participated in fundraising 
activities. Money raised from activities undertaken by FOSL was used to purchase items that 
supported library functions.  
 
Due to low patronage and the inability to hold enough members to form a committee, FOSL was 
dissolved in May 2014. All FOSL funds were expended and council was notified of the decision. 
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Aim and Objective of FOSL  
 
The aims and objective of FOSL are: 

 To promote an appreciation of Strathfield Library to the community. 

 To serve as a link between the library and the community  

 To provide support to the Library and its activities  

 To stimulate public and private financial support for Strathfield Library. 

 To raise funds for the specific purposes and activities of Strathfield Library. 

 To support promotional events focusing on books and or libraries. 

Requirements for Re-establishing FOSL 
  
Requirements of re-establishing a Friends of Strathfield Library group are listed below.  
 
Executive Committee 
An Executing Committee is to be established that includes:  

 President 
 Vice President 
 Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Marketing Officer (optional) 

 
Executive Committee positions to be nominated and voted on. 
 
Executive Committee members must be financial members of FOSL. 
 
No current serving Councillors of Strathfield Council shall hold executive or management committee 
positions on FOSL. 
 
Meetings 
Regular meetings to be held bi-monthly on the first Wednesday commencing at 6pm and to be held 
at Strathfield Main Library.  
 
Seven members in good standing shall constitute a quorum at meetings. Minimum number of 
members must be present for a meeting to commence. No business to be discussed if minimum 
number of members is not meet. 
  
Membership 
Membership form must be completed and an annual membership fee paid to FOSL to become a 
member of FOSL. Only financial members may vote on FOSL matters. Fees are to be set by the 
Executive Committee. 
 
Finance – Income, fundraising and expenses  
FOSL executive committee is responsible for the collection of funds from membership and 
fundraising events and activities. Receipts must be issued and funds banked into a FOSL bank 
account. Financial records and auditing is the responsibility of the FOSL Executive committee.  
Expenses including insurance and Friend of Libraries Australia fees are the responsibility of FOSL. 
  
Promotion of FOSL & Events 
The production and editing of any newsletters, Facebook page or Blog would be the responsibility 
of the FOSL committee. Email contact, set up and management is the responsibility of the FOSL 
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committee. If FOSL wish to have its own webpage, it is the responsibility of the Executive 
Committee to develop, implement, and maintain the webpage.  
 
Promotional material, fee collection, event set up and catering is the responsibility of the FOSL 
committee. Activities and events organised by FOSL are the responsibility of the committee and 
should not interfere with the daily operations of the library including regular programs and special 
events. Activities and events should work within the library schedule and have the aim of attracting 
members of the community to the library. 
 
Volunteering in the library 
 
Any member of the community including FOSL members are required to comply with Councils 
Volunteer Policy. Volunteer work may not take the place of a paid employee of council.  
 
Volunteers who work within the library will be limited in the tasks available and are subject to the 
needs of the Library service. E.g. shelving, book covering. Volunteers are not permitted to handle 
cash transaction in relation to Library System Management nor are they able to access Library 
member information. 
 
Library Operational Management - Library Policy, Procedures and Community Strategic 
Plan Are the Responsibility of Professional Library Staff Not the Responsibility of FOSL 
 
For clarity in roles and responsibilities it is important from the outset to make clear that operational 
management of the library service, policies and procedures including collection development are 
the responsibly of the Library Manager and the professional staff of the Library who are 
accountable through the Director of Corporate and Human Services and the General Manager.  
 
It is also important to understand Council’s Community Strategic Plan (CSP) sets out actions and 
accountabilities for which the Library Service has the responsibility to carry out on behalf of 
Council. Community consultation is undertaken to develop the CSP and the Library Manager is 
responsible for ensuring that targets are met.  
 
The Library Manager or delegate will facilitate the Information Evening as well as any follow up 
meeting required in the initial set up of the group. The Library Manager or delegate will attend each 
meeting thereafter as a Library representative.  
 
Council Support  
 
Council will support FOSL by supplying a space for bi-monthly meetings.  
 
Council will support the promotion of FOSL including newsletter, Facebook, blogs, webpage & e-
mail by printing copies of newsletters, attaching links to the library webpage and sharing posts from 
FOSL Facebook page on the Library and Council Facebook page, adding a tab to the library 
webpage to include information about FOSL including contact details as advised by the committee. 
 
Council will support FOSL by storing documents and financial records if required at Strathfield 
Main Library. Council will not be responsible for the collection, banking, record keeping or 
allocation of FOSL funds.  
 
Council will support FOSL activities and events by printing promotional material in-house, 
displaying promotional material, providing space for events. 
 
Council will support volunteer work in the library by proving volunteer application forms, performing 
the required checks and providing an induction session.   
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Information Evening 
 
An information evening will be organised by the Library Manager to inform the community of the 
requirements involved in re-establishing a FOSL group. The information evening is to be held at 
Strathfield Main Library. A minimum number of 20 interested members must be registered on the 
evening to proceed further. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Funding of no more than $500 for the initial reestablishment of Friends of Strathfield Library would 
be required from the library funds to seed the reestablishment of the group. Friends of Strathfield 
Library would be required to a self-funded group through membership and fundraising.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 



 
COUNCIL MEETING 

1 MAY 2018 
 

 

Item CS2 Page 82 

CS2 HIGH STREET LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY CENTRE FACILITY 
AUTHORS: Yvonne Yun, Manager Community Services 

Renea McLachlan, Manager Library and Information Services  
APPROVER: Anthony Hewton, Director Corporate and Human Services    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council receive and note the report. 
 
2. That a business case be prepared in relation to Council’s High Street facility in relation 

to the model of operation proposed in this report and be referred back to a Councillors 
Briefing Workshop. 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting on 5 December 2017, resolved (Minute No. 220/17): 
 
“That Council investigate and report by the end of term 1 of the 2018 school year on possible 
complimenting uses for the High Street Library Rooms for preschool playgroups, early education 
learning, and after school homework groups for k to year 6 and any other uses for children under 
12 years.” 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the resolution. 

 
REPORT 
 
Background to the Development of High Street Library 

Planning for the construction of community space in what was called the Edwards Park 
Multipurpose Community Centre was placed on Public Exhibition following Resolution 20/08 by 
Council. In his report to Council on 3rd June, 2008, the then Director Robert Bourke advised 
Council that “Patronage of the Branch Library is low and consistently declining, due to building 
constraints, ‘core’ functions or facilities of a modern library e.g. meeting rooms, study areas, 
technology, separate male and female toilets not available to the community.”  

The plans called for the development of three buildings with the initial development, Block 1, to be 
set aside as a Community space rather than as it is currently, a dedicated Library. Resident 
responses to the exhibition of plans led to a revision of plans and by Council Resolution 90/08, the 
shared use of the space was endorsed as both a Library and Community Centre venue. Whilst the 
internal fitout was altered, the footprint and design elements of the building remained substantially 
unchanged. 

Since being opened, it has been noted that the “industrial” style of design makes concurrent usage 
by both disciplines (Library Service and Community Centre) almost impossible. Practice has 
therefore become that the space functions for most of the time as a library and it is only when 
programs generate low noise levels that they have been run there during library hours. On a 
number of occasions librarians have had complaints from users about noise and distraction levels 
caused by children using the Library and for this reason, programmed usage has been curtailed. 
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Opening hours and usage 
  
The High Street branch is open 45.5 hours per week, averaging twenty six (26) loans per day and 
the Main Library is open 61.5 hours per week (total 107 hours). High Street makes up 42.5% of the 
overall service opening hours, yet accounts for less than 8% of core services as evident in the 
table that follows. A small survey was undertaken of visitors over a one week period. 91 surveys 
were completed. The results are shown below. 
 

Reason for visiting the Library 
The resulting data from the 91 completed surveys is shown below. 

 In the past, transport has been cited as a major cause for the lack of patronage at the High Street 
Library. The recent poll reflects that of the 91 patrons surveyed, access to the site was via:  

Mode of transport Total 
  Local 

area 
 Not 

local 
  Walking 34   29  5 
  Bus travel 3   2  1 
  Driving 54   30  24 
      

 

 

    

Council’s proposed future Community Bus Service will assist address this issue in the future. 

Experience shows that community centres are most likely to succeed in attracting high levels of 
usage when as opposed to being just facilities for hire that they are actively programmed Research 
indicates people do travel to indoor and outdoor venues in response to good programming even 
when such facilities are not close to them. Such programming could include programs such as 
English classes, gateway certificate courses related to TAFE qualifications, after school study 
groups and activities, playgroups for parents with young children, yoga, dance, exercise classes, 
arts classes such as pottery, ceramics, life drawing, support groups such as alcoholics 
anonymous, men’s and women’s support groups, a venue for parents with custody orders for 
supervised visits. 
 
The venue has exhibited some success in hosting a variety of exhibitions over the past year and it 
is also proposed to seek arts funding to build on the current cultural program for new and emerging 
artists in the Strathfield area. This could also be expanded to offer cultural offerings such as a 

Borrow 
14% 

Use the 
computer/print

/copier 
24% 

Quiet 
study 
16% 

Attend a class 
21% 

Afterschool 
hangout 

2% 

Other  
23% 

Chart Title 
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spring time series of small low key outdoor concerts programmed in the adjacent park on a 
Sunday. Funding for an artist in residence program could also be considered and applied for. 
 
To run such a diverse program requires good marketing and promotion and at least part time 
coordination from a staff member with the relevant programming experience and qualifications for 
such a role. Once a core program was established at the High Street facility this staff member 
could then also turn their attention to the programming of other Council facilities to maximize usage 
by members of the community.  
 
The library usage is a valued function at the site for current users however its current operational 
model conflicts with the ability to run many of the programs mentioned above. Because of this, and 
the relatively low usage of this service it is proposed the traditional Library Service operational 
model be changed and be transitioned in the future to offering an automated borrowing locker 
(sufficient to cater to the current Library demand) through online borrowing.  
 
Residents will be able to order books via Council’s website online (from Council’s online Library 
catalogue) for pick up from this site. Access will be provided to collect the books residents have 
requested through a swipe card. Access to PCs for public use would continue at the site for 
multiple use by user groups and members of the general public. This way of delivering the Library 
and Information Service would allow the High Street facility to be better utilized for the range of 
community activities mentioned above. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The recommendations of this report call for a business case to be undertaken and brought back to 
a future Councillors Briefing Workshop around providing a new operational model to maximize the 
usage and benefit of the High Street Facility building to the local community for all aged groups 
and sectors of the community. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
A business case will need to consider the following financial implications. Current library staffing 
costs - $174,687.76 per year ($3,359.38 per week), Community Centre Coordinator costs, potential 
new income from hire and program fees and automated book collection / borrowing system capital 
cost (estimated at $140,000) to be confirmed via a business case process. Any internal redesign 
costs also need to be considered 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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CS3 CURRENT STATUS OF COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 
AUTHOR: James Ng, Corporate Services Manager  
APPROVER: Anthony Hewton, Director Corporate and Human Services    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the report on the current status of Council resolutions be noted.   
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To update Council on the status of previous Council resolutions.  

 
REPORT 
 
Attached is a summary of the outstanding and completed Council resolutions. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   List of Outstanding and Completed Council Resolutions 
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CS4 INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 MARCH 2018 
AUTHOR: Jenny Nascimento, Chief Financial Officer  
APPROVER: Anthony Hewton, Director Corporate and Human Services    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the record of cash investments as at 31 March 2018 be noted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To submit Council’s record of cash investments as at 31 March 2018 pursuant to Clause 212 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 
REPORT 
 

Term Deposits Rating Investment 
Date 

Maturity 
Date 

Term 
(Days) 

Interest 
Rate Amount 

AMP A1 04/01/18 04/06/18 151 2.40%      1,000,000  

AMP A1 12/03/18 10/09/18 182 2.60%      2,000,000  

Bank of Queensland A2 05/03/18 03/09/18 182 2.60%      2,000,000  

Bank of Queensland A2 29/01/18 30/04/18 91 2.40%      2,000,000  

Commonwealth Bank of Australia A1+ 03/01/18 05/06/18 153 2.42%      2,000,000  

Commonwealth Bank of Australia A1+ 27/03/18 25/07/18 120 2.58%      5,000,000  

Commonwealth Bank of Australia A1+ 27/03/18 25/07/18 120 2.58%      5,000,000  

Credit Union Australia A2 12/12/17 13/06/18 183 2.60%      2,000,000  

ME Bank  A2 30/01/18 30/04/18 90 2.50%      2,000,000  

ME Bank  A2 13/12/17 12/06/18 181 2.60%      2,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 22/01/18 23/04/18 91 2.45%      2,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.50%      2,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.50%      2,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.50%      2,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.50%      2,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 12/03/18 11/06/18 91 2.56%      1,000,000  

National Bank A1+ 19/03/18 18/06/18 91 2.55%      2,000,000  

People's Choice Credit Union A2 13/12/17 12/06/18 181 2.67%      2,000,000  

Suncorp A1 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.47%      2,000,000  

Suncorp A1 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.47%      2,000,000  

Suncorp A1 05/03/18 04/06/18 91 2.47%      2,000,000  

Suncorp A1 21/03/18 19/06/18 90 2.45%      2,000,000  

         48,000,000  
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Investment Portfolio as at 31 March 2018 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with Council’s investment policy the following limits apply in relation to the maximum 
proportion of the total investment portfolio which can be invested for each credit rating category. 

 

Investments Represented by as at 31 March 2018  

Externally Restricted Reserves  
Domestic Waste Management 3,568,286 
Unexpended Grants 1,629,610 
Section 94 32,318,106 
Stormwater Management 953,644 
Total Externally Restricted Reserves 38,469,646 
Internally Restricted Reserves  
Plant Replacement 1,129,614 
ELE 1,285,159 
Deposits 6,985,489 
Adshel 270,000 
Technology 358,034 
Carry Forwards 509,859 
Future Major Expenditure 3,016,186 
Parkscape Improvements 29,000 
Risk Management 195,362 
Election 200,000 
Total Internally Restricted Reserves 13,978,703 
Total Restricted Reserves 52,448,349 
Unrestricted 5,801,146 
Total Investments 58,249,495 

 

* Unrestricted funds, whilst not subject to a restriction for a specific purpose, are fully committed via Council’s adopted Operational Plan. 
 
 

The Reserve Bank of Australia’s official cash rate remains at 1.50% for the month of March 2018. 
Council’s investment portfolio is returning an average of 2.43% as at 31 March 2018 which is 
0.50% above the 90 day BBSW benchmark of 1.93%. 
 
Council has earned interest revenue totalling $ 1,000,447 as at 31 March 2018, being 94.65% of 
the projected budget.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer   
 
The Chief Financial Officer hereby certifies that the investments listed above have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

Call Accounts Rating   Term Interest Rate Amount 

CBA General Fund A-1+   At Call 1.25%                1,113,537  
CBA Business Online Saver A-1+   At Call 1.30%                5,075,758  
AMP A-1+  At Call 1.80%                2,037,012  
TCorp IM Cash Fund A-1+   At Call 1.30%                2,023,188  
      

  
         10,249,495  

  
  

   Total Investments 
 

  
 

2.43%        58,249,495   
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Investment Performance - March 2018 
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CS5 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 MARCH 2018 
AUTHOR: Jenny Nascimento, Chief Financial Officer  
APPROVER: Anthony Hewton, Director Corporate and Human Services    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Budget Review Statement as at 31 March 2018 be received and adopted. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To submit the Budget Review Statement as at 31 March 2018. 
 
REPORT 
 
Clause 203 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires that the responsible 
accounting officer submit to the Council a Quarterly Budget Review Statement within two months 
of the close of each quarter.  
 
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement components are: 
 

Responsible Accounting Officer’s Statement 
 Income and Expenses Budget Review Statement  
Capital Budget Review Statement 
Cash and Investments Budget Review Statement 
Key Performance Indicators Budget Review Statement 
Contracts Budget Review Statement 
Consultancy and Legal Expenses Budget Review Statement 

 
 
BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT AS AT 31 MARCH 2018 
 
A detailed review of the actual income and expenditure to 31 March 2018 has been undertaken 
and compared with the adopted budget. Proposed budget variations are set out in the statement. 
On a cash basis the quarterly variation result is a surplus of $0.930 million due to some proposed 
operating and capital expenditure savings resulting in a reduction to the original budget allocation. 
From a financial accrual accounting reporting perspective the profit and loss statement will show a 
quarterly increase in Operating Result by $0.739 million taking the new projected annual forecast 
to a surplus of $9.025 million and the Operating Result before Capital income projected to deliver a 
surplus of $0.741 million. Net Capital expenditure for the quarter will decrease by $5.241 million 
taking the projected full year forecast expenditure to $26.655 million. All of the key performance 
indicators are expected to meet or better the OLG set benchmarks. 
 
The quarterly budget review statement for the quarter ended 31 March 2018 is set out in 
Attachment 1. 
 
Summary 
 
The Chief Financial Officer, as Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer, believes that the Budget 
Review Statement as at 31 March 2018 indicates that the financial position of Council is 
satisfactory having regard to the original estimates of income and expenditure. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The financial implications have been identified within the report. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
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ID1 REPORT ON SUBMISSIONS - AMENDMENTS TO STRATHFIELD 
CONSOLIDATED DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2005 (REVISED 
GENERAL INTRODUCTION, REVISED PART A - DWELLING HOUSES AND 
ANCILLARY STRUCTURES - AMENDMENT NO 9  

AUTHOR: Rita Vella, Principal Strategic Planner  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the amendments to the General Introduction of SCDCP 2005 be adopted, as 
 exhibited 
 
2. That the amendment to Part A – Dwelling Houses and Ancillary Structures of SCDCP 
 2005 be adopted, as exhibited with the exception of the minor change to remove 
 reference to Clause 5.9 of SLEP 2012, as outlined in the body of the report 
 
3. That the adopted amendments to the General Introduction, Part A – Dwelling Houses 
 and Ancillary Structures of SCDCP 2005 become effective from the date of public 
 notice appearing in the local newspaper.  
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
This report provides an overview of the public exhibition of the amendment to the General 
Introduction and Part A – Dwelling Houses and Ancillary Structures in the Strathfield Consolidated 
Development Control Plan 2005 (SCDCP 2005). 
 
The amendment to Part R – Subdivision has been dealt with in a separate report to Council. 
 
REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting on 3 October 2017 considered a report on the exhibition of amendments to 
SCDCP 2005, and specifically in relation to: 
General Introduction 
Part A – Dwelling Houses and Ancillary Structures 
Part R – Subdivision 
 
The report provided an overview of the proposed amendments, which are summarised as follows: 
 
Part – SCDCP 2005 Overview of Amendment 

 
General Introduction This section has been simplified and refined to provide clear and concise 

information.  
 
It has also been updated in accordance with recent amendments to the 
SCDCP 2005, policies and legislation, in particular the SLEP 2012. 

Part A – Dwelling 
Houses and Ancillary 
Structures 

This section has been simplified and refined to provide clear and concise 
information, consistent with SLEP 2012.  
 
Additional objectives and controls have also been inserted to ensure new 
dwellings are designed and developed in a manner that complements the 
existing or desired future character of the area, particularly the 
enhancement of heritage and landscaped streetscapes. 

Part R - Subdivision Part R – Subdivision is a new section that provides development controls 
for subdivision. 
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Part – SCDCP 2005 Overview of Amendment 
 
 
This Part aims to ensure subdivision and amalgamation relates to site 
conditions and is compatible with the prevailing subdivision pattern, 
including the lot size, lot width, dimensions, shape and orientation.  
 
Part R – Subdivision introduces controls for the following:  
Minimum lot size for the subdivision of land in accordance with the 

SLEP 2012; 
General controls for subdivision; 
Residential subdivision; 
 Industrial subdivision 
Access way design;  

Strata subdivision; and 
Community title subdivision. 

 
A copy of the report presented to Council from 3 October 2017 is included at Attachment 1. 
 
Subsequent to the consideration of the abovementioned report, Council at its meeting on 5 
December 2017, resolved (Minute No 208/17) the following in respect to the amendments to 
SCDCP 2005: 
 
“That council places:  
 
1.  Draft Part A of the Revised Strathfield Consolidated Development Control Plan - Dwelling 

Houses and Ancillary Structures, and  
 
2.  Draft new Part R - Subdivision Development Control Plan”  
 
on public exhibition for 90 days in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act 1979 and the Environmental Planning Regulation 2000 including the e-News, Inner West 
Courier, Council Website, direct mail and other social media channels used by Council.  
 
And following their exhibition, a report to council be prepared on the submissions received for the 
Council's further consideration.” 
 
Public Exhibition 
 
In accordance with Council’s resolution dated 5 December 2017, the amendments to the SCDCP 
2005 were exhibited in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and Regulation 2000 from Tuesday 19 December 2017 – Friday 30 March 2018 (101 days). 
 
Specifically, in accordance with Council’s resolution, the following was undertaken as part of the 
exhibition of the amendments to the SCDCP 2005: 
 
 Letter sent to all residents and landowners in the Strathfield LGA notifying them of the 

exhibition of the amendments to the DCP; 
 

Notification of the exhibition in the Inner West Courier on 19 December 2017 
 

Provision of the public exhibition documentation, including Council reports, minutes and copies 
of the proposed amendments in Council’s Customer Service Centre, Strathfield Main Library, 
High street Community Library and on Council’s website; and 
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 Information on the exhibition of the proposed amendments on Council’s website and in 
Council’s eNews 

 
During the exhibition period, one (1) submission was received. A copy of the submission is 
included in the Attachment 2. 
 
Although the submission references Part R – Subdivision of the SCDCP, the content of the 
submission is related to open space augmentation and acquisition and the relevant contributions. 
Accordingly, it is considered that this submission relates to the draft Value Sharing Contributions 
Policy, which was on exhibition concurrently with the DCP amendments. 
 
Recommended Changes – Post Exhibition 
 
Following the exhibition, a number of minor changes were made to Part A - Dwelling Houses and 
Ancillary Structures to remove reference to redundant clauses in the SLEP 2012.  
 
In this regard, the following changes are proposed: 
 
Section – SCDCP 
2005 

Justification Recommendation 

Section 5 – 
Landscaping – 
Reference to Clause 
5.9 of SLEP 2012 

This Clause was deleted with the 
introduction of the State environmental 
Planning Policy – SEPP (Vegetation in 
Non-Rural Areas) 2017. 
 
It is considered that this is a minor 
amendment to ensure that the DCP aligns 
with relevant State Policies. In this regard, 
it is considered that re-exhibition is not 
required. 

Under Section 5 – 
Landscaping remove reference 
to Clause 5.9 (Preservation of 
trees or vegetation) and 
replace with SEPP (Vegetation 
in Non-Rural Areas) 2017  
 

 
Conclusion 
  
Following the exhibition and consideration of submissions, it is recommended that the 
amendments to General Introduction and Part R – Subdivision be adopted, as exhibited. Copies of 
these sections of the DCP are included in Attachment 3 & 4. 
 
With respect to Part A - Dwelling Houses and Ancillary Structures of SCDCP 2005, it is 
recommended that this be adopted as exhibited, with the exception of the minor change as 
identified above. A copy of this section is included in Attachment 5. 

  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Report to Council 3 October 2017 
2.⇩   Submission - DCP Amendment No 9 
3.⇩   SCDCP 2005 - General Introduction (Post Exhibition) 
4.⇩   SCDCP 2005 - Part A - Dwelling Houses and Ancillary Structures  - Amended Post 

Exhibition 
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ID2 PLANNING PROPOSAL - NO 7 – 33 WATER STREET, STRATHFIELD (LOT 1, 
DP 603465; LOT 2, DP603465; LOT 3, DP 217450; LOT 22, DP 402062; LOT 23, 
DP 29213; AND LOT 24, DP 2921). 

AUTHOR: Rita Vella, Principal Strategic Planner  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council endorse the recommendation of the Strathfield Local Planning Panel 

dated 5 April 2018 with respect to the Planning Proposal for No 7-23 and 25-33 (Lot 1, 
DP 603465; Lot 2, DP603465; Lot 3, DP 217450; Lot 22, DP 402062; Lot 23, DP 29213; 
and Lot 24, DP 2921) Water Street, Strathfield South and the following be undertaken: 

 
(a) Council advise the Department of Planning and Environment that it will continue 

the role of the planning proposal authority in accordance with Section 3.32 of the 
Environmental Planning & Assessment Act.  

 
(b) That the Planning Proposal be submitted to the delegate of the Greater Sydney 

Commission for a Gateway Determination under Section 3.34 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. 

 
(c) That Council reiterate the recommendations of the Sydney Central Planning 

Panel and request that prior to community consultation, the Planning Proposal 
be updated to address the following:  
 Any rezoning to residential use be for the whole IN1 precinct of which the site 

only forms a part  
 That the existing expert reports attached to the Planning Proposal for sites A 

and B be augmented to include analysis of the larger precinct having regard 
to:  
(i) Flooding  
(ii) Contamination  
(iii) Traffic and the Planning Proposal be amended accordingly 

 That prior to public exhibition, the adjoining landowners within the precinct 
be informed in relation to the prospective rezoning of the whole precinct  

 The augmented reports be available for exhibition.  
 

(d) That Council request that the following condition be included as part of any 
Gateway Determination and the proponent be given a specified timeframe in 
which to comply with all of the conditions:  

 
 Prior to community consultation, the Planning Proposal is to be updated and 

amended to: 
 
i. Reference and address all relevant priorities and actions in A Metropolis of 

Three Cities – the Greater Sydney Region Plan and provide justification as 
to any inconsistencies;  

 
ii. Reference and address all relevant priorities and actions outlined in the 

Eastern City District Plan;  
 
iii. Include a comprehensive Urban Design Analysis of the whole IN2 Precinct 

which provides building massing envelopes that appropriately transition to 
the existing R2 – Low Density Residential zone. Consideration also needs to 
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be given to the stepping of heights adjacent to the Cooks River 
Cycleway/Open Space link so as to minimise the impacts of overshadowing.  

 
The report shall also address the identified need outlined by State and 
Local Planning Strategies to situate residential housing close to facilities 
and services including transport, schools, open space, retail and support 
services. 

 
iv. Include a comprehensive flood study which addresses the flood  affectation 

for the whole precinct and provides an effective design that addresses all of 
the critical issues that relate to flooding. The Flood Study should also 
demonstrate compliance with the NSW Government’s Flood Prone Land 
Policy and the principles of the Floodplain Development Manual 2005;  

 
v. Include a detailed Contamination Study in accordance with the draft 

Contaminated Land Planning Guidelines and the draft Section 117 Direction 
for the whole precinct that clearly demonstrates that the precinct can be 
remediated to be suitable for residential/open space purposes;  

 
vi. Include an updated electromagnetic radiation report, which addresses the 

impact of residential development for the whole Precinct, given the 
proximity to high voltage power lines and identifies appropriate mitigation 
measures;  

 
vii. Include a provision in the Planning Proposal for affordable housing to be 

incorporated in any development on the site equivalent not less than 10% in 
accordance with the Eastern City District Plan; 

 
viii. Address and justify the inconsistencies with the relevant Section 117 

Directions.  
 

(e)  That should a Gateway Determination be issued, the proponent continue to 
negotiate with Council to formalise a letter of offer to enter into a Voluntary 
Planning  Agreement (VPA), in accordance with Council’s current VPA Policy.  

 
(f)  That should the proponent not comply with the recommended conditions of any 

Gateway Determination within the timeframe provided, that Council request that 
the Greater Sydney Commission, in accordance with Section 3.35(4) determine 
that the matter not proceed. 

 
(g) That the applicant be advised of Council’s resolution 

 
 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement of the Strathfield Local Planning 
Panel’s (SLPP) recommendation on the the Planning Proposal for No 7 – 33 Water Street, 
Strathfield (Lot 1, DP 603465; Lot 2, DP603465; Lot 3, DP 217450; Lot 22, DP 402062; Lot 23, DP 
29213; and Lot 24, DP 2921).  
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The SLPP considered the report at its meeting on 5 April 2018. A copy of the report is included at 
Attachment 1. 
 
The Planning Proposal seeks the following amendment to Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 
2012 (SLEP 2012) for the subject site: 

Amend the Land Zoning from IN1 – General Industrial to R4 – High Density Residential; 
and 

 Increase the Maximum Height of Buildings from 12m to 28m; and 

 Increase the Maximum Floor Space Ratio (FSR) from 1:1 to 1.85:1 

Following on from a recommendation from the Sydney Central Planning Panel in April 2017, 
Council has requested that the Planning Proposal be amended to address the issues raised. 
 
To date the applicant has not provided Council with the requested information. As a result, council 
has sought advice from the Department of Planning & Environment. 

 
They have suggested two (2) options that are available to Council: 

 
 Council can continue in the role of RPA and submit the proposal in its current form for 

Gateway determination. A letter can be provided with this outlining Council’s concerns and 
requested Gateway conditions in keeping with the Panel recommendation; or 
 

 Council can advise that they do not choose to continue in the role of RPA. Should Council 
choose not to continue in the role of RPA, an alternate RPA will be appointed to progress 
the planning proposal to Gateway determination in keeping with the Panel determination. 

  
It is recommended that Council endorse the recommendation of the SLPP which: 
(i) Notifies the Department of Planning & Environment that Council will continue in the role of 

the consent authority; and 
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(ii) That the issues raised by the Sydney Central Planning Panel and Council be addressed 
and that the Planning Proposal be amended prior to exhibition. 

 
REPORT 
 
Background 
 
Council, at its meeting on 19 July 2016, considered a report on a Planning Proposal submitted by 
Urbis Pty Ltd, on behalf of the landowners Westport Pty Ltd and RJ Green & Lloyd Pty Ltd, of No 
7-23 and 25-33 Water Street, Strathfield South.  

 
The Planning Proposal submitted to Council sought to amend Strathfield Local Environmental Plan 
2012 (SLEP 2012) as follows: 
Amend the Land Zoning from IN1 – General Industrial to R4 – High Density Residential; and 

 Increase the Maximum Height of Buildings from 12m to 28m; and 

 Increase the Maximum Floor Space Ratio (FSR) from 1:1 to 1.85:1 

 
The proposal will facilitate the redevelopment of the site for residential development comprising 
approximately 361-371 apartments across 5 buildings of 3-8 storeys and basement parking for up 
to 607 cars and landscaping. 

 
The report concluded that the Planning Proposal failed to justify the proposed amendments and 
the flooding constraints and matters relating to the provision of a public benefit, in accordance with 
Council’s Voluntary Planning Agreements Policy 2016 were not adequately addressed.  
 
A copy of the report is included at Attachment 2. 
 
As a result of this report, Council resolved the following (Minute No 221/16): 

 
1. That the Planning Proposal to rezone 7-33 Water Street, Strathfield South from IN1 

General Industrial to R4 High Density Residential should not proceed to Gateway 
Determination for the following reasons: 

 Lack of a comprehensive Flood Study to support the zoning change;  

 Lack of detail and consultation with external agencies regarding the proposed Voluntary 
Planning Agreement; 

 The proposed maximum height of 28m and maximum Floor Space Ratio of 1.85:1 are 
excessive considering context of the site; and 

Potential land use conflict between the proposed R4 High Density Residential zoning 
and neighbouring IN1 General Industrial zoning. 

 
2. That the proponent be advised to amend the Planning Proposal in accordance with 

maximum height of 11m and maximum FSR up to 1.2:1 consistent with the established 
Strathfield Local Environmental Plan spatial hierarchy, subject to the submission of 
additional information to satisfy the flooding issues within the site and value capture 
matters. 
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3. That the Department of Planning & Environment be notified accordingly.   

On 15 August 2016, Urbis Pty Ltd submitted on behalf of the landowners a request to the 
Department of Planning & Environment (DPE) for a pre-Gateway review of the Planning Proposal. 
The reason for the review was that Council had notified the proponent of its resolution to not 
support the proposed amendment. 

 
Following its assessment, DPE prepared a report for consideration by the Sydney Central Planning 
Panel. The report makes the following comments on site specific merit: 
 

The Department notes a number of specific merit issues, including the height and scale 
relationship of the development with the low density residential scale and character of the area, 
and potential amenity impacts on new residents arising from adjoining industrial operations, 
flooding, contamination and electromagnetic radiation from nearby high voltage power lines 

 
In conclusion, the report states: 
 

The proposal has demonstrated strategic merit in its delivery of additional and diverse 
housing….. 

 
It is recommended that, should the proposal proceed to Gateway, the planning proposal be 
expanded to include the whole of Water Street/Dunlop Street Precinct and include investigation 
of inconsistencies with the relevant Section 117 Directions (and subsequently released draft 
Central District Plan) in relation to: 
 
 The loss of industrial land and the impact of rezoning the whole of the industrial precinct 

(versus the proposed partial precinct) on the future operations of the industrial/business 
precinct and nearby industrial areas, including the Enfield Intermodal Logistics Centre; 

Addressing flooding, contamination and electromagnetic radiation from nearby high voltage 
power lines, and opportunities for enhancing open space provision and connections with 
the adjacent Cooks River open space network; and 

Suitable zoning, scale and density in relation to visual and amenity impacts within the 
precinct site and on adjoining low density residential uses 

A copy of the report is included at Attachment 3. 
 
The pre-Gateway Review Advice Report was considered by the Sydney Central Planning Panel 
(SCPP) on 5 April 2017. The Panel considered that precautionary principle contained in the Draft 
Central District plan relating to a concern for the loss of industrial and urban services land uses. 
 
However, in the case of the subject Planning Proposal and taking into account the strategic 
planning work that had been undertaken by Council in respect of the residential needs and 
employment lands strategy, it was considered that the subject sites and surrounding precinct has 
strategic merit for rezoning to a residential purpose. This consideration was made on the following 
grounds: 

 The current IN1 land sits within and is accessed exclusively through low density residential 
housing and street network. 

 The land the subject of the Planning Proposal accounts for only 0.7% of the employment 
land in the Municipality with the whole precinct accounting for 1.3% of local employment 
land 
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 The location of the land adjacent to the Cooks River which Council has been improving with 
landscaping, cycleway improvements etc. 

 The rezoning would allow for increased housing supply to assist housing affordability 

The majority of the SCPP agreed with the conclusion of DPE however considered that the subject 
sites should not be rezoned in isolation to the rest of the precinct since the collocation of a 
residential zone adjacent to the IN1 zone would be undesirable, contrary to fundamental planning 
land use principles and also inconsistent since the proximity of residential land to the industrial 
uses is one of the reasons for the support of the Panel to rezone. In considering the whole 
precinct, it is necessary for deliberation of the suitability of the whole precinct for residential use 
having regard to the following studies: 

1. Flooding 

2. Contamination 

3. Traffic 

4. Noise and emissions 

5. Economic impact on existing neighbouring employment lands including the Enfield Inter 
Modal Centre 

6. Masterplan/urban design analysis 

Subsequently the SCPP on 5 April 2017 recommended that the Planning Proposal proceed to 
Gateway, subject to the following: 

Any rezoning to residential use be for the whole IN1 precinct of which the site only 
forms a part 

 That the existing expert reports attached to the Planning Proposal for sites A and B be 
augmented to include analysis of the larger precinct having regard to items 1-6 above 
and the Planning Proposal be amended accordingly 

 That prior to public exhibition, the adjoining landowners within the precinct be informed 
in relation to the prospective rezoning of the whole precinct 

 The augmented reports (b) be available for exhibition 

A copy of the SCPP Panel Advice Report dated 5 April 2017 is included at Attachment 4. 
 

Following the decision of the SCPP, Council confirmed acceptance of the role of the RPA on 20 
July 2017. DPE advised Council that the Planning Proposal should be submitted by 31 August 
2017 for Gateway. 

 
Ongoing discussions have been held with the applicant to ensure compliance with the SCPP’s 
recommendations. 

 
Due to the delay by the applicant in meeting the recommendation of the SCPP, the DPE on 3 
October 2017 granted an additional four (4) week extension (to 31 October 2017) to submit the 
Planning Proposal for Gateway Determination. 

 
On 14 December 2017, Council wrote to the applicant seeking an update on the progression of the 
Planning Proposal. A follow up email was sent on 23 February 2018 requesting a response. 
To date, Council has received no response from the applicant.  
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In order to progress the Planning Proposal, Council has sought advice from DPE. In this regard, 
they have advised that there are two (2) options available to Council: 
 

Option 1: Council can continue in the role of RPA and submit the proposal in its current 
form for Gateway determination.  A letter can be provided with this outlining 
Council’s concerns and requested Gateway conditions in keeping with the Panel 
recommendation; or 

 
Option 2: Council can advise that they do not choose to continue in the role of RPA. 

Should Council choose not to continue in the role of RPA, an alternate RPA will 
be appointed to progress the planning proposal to Gateway determination in 
keeping with the Panel determination. 

 
A report was presented to the Strathfield Local Planning Panel (SLPP) on 5 April 2018, where the 
following was resolved: 
 
The panel supports the recommendations with the amendments. 
 
Description of the Site 
 
The Planning Proposal seeks to rezone the land and amend the maximum building height and floor 
space ratio (FSR) controls applicable to No 7-23 and 25-33 Water Street, Strathfield South (Lot 1, 
DP 603465; Lot 2, DP603465; Lot 3, DP 217450; Lot 22, DP 402062; Lot 23, DP 29213; and Lot 
24, DP 2921). 
 
The site consists of two blocks, split by ownership. Site A is 25-33 Water Street and is owned by 
RJ Green & Lloyd and Site B is 7-23 Water Street and is owned by Westport Pty Ltd (Figure 1) 

 
The site comprises six lots and has a total area of 18,952m2 (1.9 ha). It is bounded by contiguous 
industrial land to the west, the Cooks River to the south, low density residential development to the 
north and residential flat buildings of up to 3 storey are also located to the north east of the site 
along Water street. 

 
The site is not located within an identified urban renewal corridor, centre or major redevelopment 
precinct. 
 
The site is currently used for a variety of industrial purposes, including household trades, 
distributions centres and vehicle repairs. The adjacent industrial areas are also used for a variety 
of industrial uses, including a concrete batching plant and warehouse and logistics centre. The 
nearby industrial area and the Enfield Intermodal Logistics Centre are separated from the subject 
site by the Cooks River (Figure 2). 

 
The site is somewhat isolated from the majority of the industrial and employment lands. It is also 
constrained by limited access to major haulage transport routes.   
 
The site is surrounded by the following:  
 

North – Immediately to the north of the site are ten allotments that contain 1-2 storey 
residential dwellings that are zoned R-2 - Low Density Residential.  
 

West – Immediately to the west of the site are several industrial properties that are 
currently used for low intensity industrial purposes. All of these properties are zoned IN1 – 
General Industrial and are accessed via Dunlop Street. Further to the west is Dean 
Reserve which includes a playground and picnic facilities.  
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South – Sharing the southern boundary of the site is the Cooks River and the Cooks River 
Cycleway, which provides protected pedestrian and bicycle access from Rookwood 
Cemetery to Sydney Airport. 

 
East – East of the site, across Water Street, is a series of 1-2 storey residential dwellings, 

Ford Park and a 3-storey residential flat building.  
 

Table 1 and Figure 3 below provides a summary of the current and proposed planning controls 
relating to 7-33 Water Street: 

 
Table 1: Comparison of Current and Proposed Planning 

 EXISTING PROPOSED 
Zoning IN1 General Industrial R4 High Density Residential 
Height 12m 28m (135% increase) 
FSR 1:1 1.85:1 (85% increase) 
 
  

 
Figure 1: Subject Site 
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PICTURE 4 – PROPERTIES IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF THE SUBJECT SITE 

 
PICTURE 5 – IMAGES OF PROPERTIES WEST OF THE SUBJECT SITE 
 

 
PICTURE 6 – PANORAMA OF COOKS RIVER AND COOKS RIVER CYCLEWAY 
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PICTURE 7 – IMAGE OF PROPERTIES WEST OF THE SITE 
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Eastern City District Plan 
 
The draft Central District Plan was released on 21 November 2016 and DPE, in its report to the 
SCPP assessed the proposal against the priorities of the draft Plan.  
 
In the report, the officer concludes that the proposal is inconsistent with Productivity Action 5, 
which aims to protect and support employment and urban services land. The draft Plan states that 
a precautionary approach should be taken to the conversion of employment and urban services 
lands, unless there is an alternative strategy endorsed by the relevant planning authority.  
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Further, the Greater Sydney Commission advised Council on 22 September 2017 that in relation to 
the merits of the proposal, the opinion of the GSC at officer level is that the Planning Proposal is 
not supported particularly on the basis of the loss of employment land but most specifically 
because of the potential long term impact on the operation of the nearby intermodal terminal.  
 
The Eastern City District Plan was recently finalised and provides actions for Councils with respect 
to existing industrial and urban services land. Unlike the draft Plan, which advised that Councils 
take a “precautionary approach”, the finalised Eastern City District Plan provides a clearer direction 
with respect to the consideration of the rezoning of industrial and employment lands. Planning 
Priority E12, Objective 23 of the Eastern City District Plan requires that industrial and urban 
services land is planned, retained and managed 
 
A Metropolis of Three Cities includes Affordable Rental Housing Targets for very low to low-income 
households in Greater Sydney. Affordable Rental Housing Targets that are generally in the range 
of 5-10 per cent of new residential floor space are subject to viability.  
 
The Eastern City District Plan identifies that an Affordable Rental Housing Target of between 5%- 
10% be provided for development of new urban renewal areas. 
 
It is recommended that should a Gateway Determination be issued, that prior to the exhibition the 
Planning Proposal be updated to include a provision for affordable housing to be incorporated in 
any development on the site equivalent not less than 10% in accordance with the Eastern City 
District Plan. 
 
Strategic Review of Industrial Lands 
 
The Economic Land Use and Employment Strategy for the Strathfield LGA was prepared by SGS 
in June 2010 (Strathfield at the Crossroads of Sydney: An Economic Land Use and Employment 
Strategy: SGS 2010).  
 
The Strategy focused on how new jobs could be encouraged through appropriate land use 
planning and identified tools to protect business and industrial areas. The study identified the need 
to modernise planning controls to reflect local circumstances and the changing nature of 
employment. 
 
With respect to the subject site, this is part of the Water/Dunlop Street Precinct. This Precinct was 
identified as an area where alternate planning controls may be investigated. In this regard, the 
Strategy stated that more work is required to investigate alternate uses for the Water Street/Dunlop 
Street Precinct and that there is a need for a precinct wide approach to ensure an equitable 
outcome for landowners. 
 
In addition to this Strategy, the GSC commissioned Hill PDA to undertake a Industrial Precinct 
Review (2015). This review identified the Water Street Precinct as being a mid-scale precinct of 
“good health”. The Review states that, while Sydney’s traditional manufacturing operations have 
moved either offshore or to lower value locations in Western Sydney, there is a growing and 
evolving demand for industrial areas within inner city and middle ring suburbs of Sydney to serve 
the needs of the growing local population (ie panel beaters, council depots, vehicle repairs) and 
strategic centres (ie data centres, concrete batching plants and distribution centres).   

 
In view of the finalisation of the Eastern City District Plan and its Actions, it is recommended that 
prior to the consideration of any further Planning Proposals for industrial and urban services land, 
that Council prepare a comprehensive and updated Employment Lands Strategy for all industrial 
zoned lands within the Strathfield LGA to set a clear strategic direction for all industrial lands and to 
investigate alternative industrial opportunities including revitalisation of the areas. 
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Should the proponent wish to progress the planning proposal for the rezoning of IN1 land, it is 
considered appropriate to request that the proponent be requested to undertake a strategic review 
of all Industrial (IN1 and IN2 zoned land) within the Strathfield LGA in accordance with Action 51 of 
the Eastern City District Plan. 
 
Outstanding Issues  
 
The proposal is inconsistent with a number of existing and proposed Section 117 Directions, 
including Direction 4.3 Flood Prone Land and the proposed Section 117 Direction for considering 
contamination when rezoning land. 
 
Contaminated Land 
 
The planning proposal included a Contamination Report, which is reliant on information that is 
more than two (2) years old and relates to a different proposal. 
 
It is recommended that should a Gateway Determination be issued, a condition be included that 
prior to the exhibition of the Planning Proposal, a detailed Contamination Study in accordance with 
the draft Contaminated Land Planning Guidelines and the draft Section 117 Direction for the whole 
precinct that clearly demonstrates that the precinct can be remediated to be suitable for 
residential/open space purposes be prepared and included with the exhibition material. 
 
Flooding 
 
The proposal also contained a Flood Impact Assessment, which states that the site is subject to 
both local overland flows from the north and mainstream flooding from the Cooks River.  
 
Council’s Consultant Development Engineer has reviewed the Flood Impact Assessment Report 
prepared by WMA Water dated November 2015 and its supporting Concept Plan which indicates 
the proposed residential building footprints. The assessment has considered the Cooks River 
Flood Study and NSW Floodplain Development Manual 2005. 
 
Council’s Consultant Development Engineer concludes that the subject site is unsafe and high risk 
and therefore the proposal for residential development cannot be supported 
 

The officer of the DPE, in their report to the SCPP also made the following comments in respect to 
the impact of flooding: 

The site is vulnerable to flash flooding (the modelled Probable Maximum Flood would peak1.5 
hours after the commencement of rain, but begin to inundate the ground at the site after just 25 
minutes). Evacuation of the site is not considered practical and evacuation to higher floor levels 
is considered to be a safer course of action. 

Should the proposal proceed to gateway, it is recommended that a comprehensive flood 
study…and consultation with the State Emergency Service be required. 

It is recommended that should a Gateway Determination be issued, a condition be included that 
prior to the exhibition of the Planning Proposal, a comprehensive flood study which addresses the 
flood affectation for the whole precinct and provides an effective design that addresses all of the 
critical issues that relate to flooding.  

The Flood Study should also demonstrate compliance with the NSW Government’s Flood Prone 
Land Policy and the principles of the Floodplain Development Manual 2005 
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Electromagnetic Radiation 
 
The planning proposal includes an electromagnetic radiation report, given the proximity to high 
voltage power lines. It concludes that: 

a. no habitable rooms should be located within 11 radial metres of the power lines; 

b. no unreasonable magnetic field will occur beyond 23 radial metres of the power lines; and 

c. mitigation measures need to be applied between 11 and 23 radial metres of the power lines 
to mitigate the otherwise unacceptable magnetic fields, which would affect general 
electronic and medical equipment. 

The report does not provide discussion on appropriate mitigation measures. These should be 
included and should apply to the whole Precinct.  
 
It is recommended that should a Gateway Determination be issued, a condition be included that 
requires an updated electromagnetic radiation report, which addresses the impact of residential 
development for the whole Precinct, given the proximity to high voltage power lines and identifies 
appropriate mitigation measures. 
 
Context of R4 – High Density Residential with adjoining R2 – Low Density Residential 
 

The Planning Proposal was accompanied by an Urban Design Report prepared by GMU Urban 
Design & Architecture. A copy of the Urban Design Report is included at Attachment 3. 

Based on the analysis of the area GMU provided the following concept design for the subject site, 
shown in Figure 4 below: 
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Figure 4: Concept Design prepared by GMU 

The concept plan indicates how the built form massing could be distributed on the site in order to 
meet the principles for the development of the precinct  

 
Council considers that the proposed height as indicated in the concept plan does not appropriately 
address the adjoining R2 – Low Density Residential zone 

 
The physical impact on the surrounding area (i.e. height, bulk, building location & orientation) is a 
critical concern, specifically in relation to: 

 Five (5) storey buildings to the Water Street frontage would be incompatible with the 
existing built form and character of the streetscape; 

 
 Five (5) storey buildings (with minimal setback above three storey component) to the 

northern boundary will likely create opportunities for significant overlooking toward  the 
existing houses fronting William Street; 

 
High rise buildings ranging five (5) to eight (8) storeys on the western part of the site 

maximise the potential land use conflicts with the existing industrial premises at Dunlop 
Street; and 
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 The potential overshadowing impact on Cooks River Cycleway / Open Space link is 
excessive. This overshadowing impact would severely impact the visual amenity of the 
regional open space corridor area and potentially impact on the native vegetation. 

 
In addition, the DPE officer’s report notes that the proposed height limit of 28m, allowing up to 8 
storey development is considered to be a significant increase compared to the existing 
development, with potentially significant visual impacts upon the adjacent residential 
developments. 
 
A more comprehensive Urban Design Analysis of the whole IN2 precinct is to be prepared and 
should provide building massing envelopes that appropriately transition to the existing R2 – Low 
Density Residential zone.  
 
Consideration also needs to be given to the stepping of heights adjacent to the Cooks River 
Cycleway/Open Space link so as to minimise the impacts of overshadowing. 

 
Offer to Enter Into a Voluntary Planning Agreement 
 

The Proponent has offered to enter into a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) based on the 
following: 

a) Funding a portion of the implementation of Sydney Water’s Cooks River Bank 
Naturalisation Project; 

b) Enhancement works to the Cooks River foreshore reserve and cycleway adjacent to the 
site; 

c) Relocation and replacement of the existing north bound and south bound Water Street bus 
stops; and 

d) Funding of a widened pedestrian / cycle path cantilevered off the existing Water Street 
bridge over the Cooks River.  

The Voluntary Planning Agreement offer includes elements that extend beyond Council’s 
jurisdiction, and would therefore require further consultation/negotiation with relevant State 
agencies such as Sydney Water and Transport for NSW. 

With respect to the works to the Cooks River, Council has already been collecting funding through 
Section 94 contributions to improve the amenity along the Cooks River foreshore reserve and 
cycleway. This Section 94 work program will be undertaken according to the Section 94 Direct 
Contributions Plan regardless of whether this rezoning proposal will proceed or not.  

It is recommended that should a Gateway Determination be issued, the proponent continue to 
negotiate with Council to formalise a letter of offer to enter into a Voluntary Planning Agreement 
(VPA), in accordance with Council’s current VPA Policy. 

Conclusion 
 
The Planning Proposal for No 7-23 and 25-33 Water Street, Strathfield South was considered by 
the SCPP in April 2017, where it resolved that any rezoning from IN1 to a residential use must 
consider the whole precinct.  

 
Prior to submitting the Planning Proposal to Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) for a Gateway 
Determination in accordance with section 3.34 of the Act, Council requested that the proponent 
address the recommendation of the SCPP, including expanding the Planning Proposal to address 
the whole IN1 precinct. 
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To date, no response has been received from the proponent and as a result Council sought advice 
from DPE with respect to how to proceed.  

 
A report was presented to the SLPP for consideration of a way forward with respect to the Planning 
Proposal. The SLPP upon consideration of the report recommended that Council seek to advise 
the DPE that it will continue the role of the planning proposal authority (RPA).  
 
It also recommend that Council submit to the Greater Sydney Commission, the Planning Proposal, 
as submitted, accompanied with a letter that includes the issues raised in this report and that the 
GSC consider that these be included as conditions, which will require that proponent to address 
prior to the public exhibition of the planning proposal. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Copy of the Report presented to SLPP 5 April 2018 
2.⇩   Report to Council 19 July 2016 - Planning Proposal 
3.⇩   Pre-Gateway Review Advice Report (DPE) 
4.⇩   Panel Advice Report 
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ID3 VERTICAL GARDENS 
AUTHOR: Peter Bowmer, Manager Service Delivery  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council note Vertical Gardens are not feasible in tunnel location. 
 
2. That Council engage with sectors of the community to produce Street Art in keeping 

with Strathfield Heritage. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting on 6 February 2018, resolved (Minute No. 11/18): 
 
“THAT: 
 
1. Council report on the cost structure and viability of installing vertical gardens as appropriate on 

walls which are regularly subject to graffiti. 
 
2. In the spaces where vertical gardens are not appropriate e.g. tunnels, two solutions could be 

considered: 
a) artificial gardens to be installed 
b) a competition called by Council for artists in the area to produce a work of art in keeping 

with the heritage of Strathfield, but only in areas where there is no sunlight.” 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the above Resolution. 
 
REPORT 
 
The viability of Vertical Gardens is dependent on location and cost restrictions. The installation 
varies considerably depending on the quality of garden system, plants, environment, light 
exposure, sun and pollution.  Further to this, maintenance costs and resourcing have a direct 
impact on Vertical Garden viability. 
 
Cost varies from $100 per square meter installed to $650 per square metre installed depending on 
quality and location. 
 
Location is also a significant consideration as there are limited suitable locations in the Local 
Government Area (LGA) for Vertical Gardens where light, access and vandalism would not impact 
on the success of these gardens. 
 
Due to the high cost and risk of vertical gardens failing due to the environment of the locations, it is 
recommended that Council consider other options for improving these area such as graffiti 
management, special graffiti coating, street art, installation of garden beds and improved 
surveillance.  Artificial Gardens also have a high rate of vandalism due to the material used as well 
as issue with maintaining their appearance in such hostile environments. Funding will be required 
for these activities.   

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Proposed Expenditure: $10,000 - Unfunded 
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ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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ID4 LANDSCAPE GARDENING 
AUTHOR: Peter Bowmer, Manager Service Delivery  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council note the report in regard to Landscape Gardening within the indicated 
precincts of the Strathfield LGA. 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting of 6 March 2018, resolved (Minute No. 35/18): 

“That Council investigate and report on a rollout of potential landscape gardening for the 
beautification of the following LGA Precincts: 
 

• Water St (Bridge) South Strathfield 

• Dean St South Strathfield 

• Cave Road – Shopping Precinct 

• Industrial areas of Cosgrove Road and Madeline Street. 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the Resolution. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Council Officers have reviewed the four areas raised and provide the following information: 

Water Street (Bridge), South Strathfield 

This is a problematic area due to soil contamination, industry and the overall environment. 

It is proposed to improve landscaping on the approaches to the bridge on all four (4) sides 
including new fencing, planting and soil stabilisation, along with the area to the south of the canal 
between the residential areas where it is proposed to plant twenty (20) trees to improve the 
landscaping.  The trees will be advanced specimens suitable for the area.  Estimate cost of these 
works is $60,000.  

Dean Street, South Strathfield 

Landscaping works have recently been undertaken in this area in the traffic calming devices and 
road islands. Further tree planting can also be undertaken to replace missing street trees, subject 
to funding. 
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Cave Road, Shopping Precinct 

Cave Road is programmed for a new playground and upgrade with works commencing this 
financial year.  Works include installation of a playground, soft fall, new street furniture, shade 
structure and landscaping.  This work is funded from Section 94. Estimated cost of $120,000. 

Industrial Areas of Cosgrove Road and Madeline Street 

Cosgrove Road is a challenging area to enhance and maintain due to the industrial activities along 
the road. 

However, there is significant potential to improve tree planting along the road as there are sizeable 
gaps in the existing tree planting and there are areas that have never been planted with street 
trees.   

There are restrictions with the type of businesses along the road, and there are also significant 
issues with overhead power lines and high pressure oil lines. These can be overcome with species 
selection and consultation with the service providers. 

As well as street tree planting there is potential for a cluster planting of trees in a location (refer 
Attachment 1) subject to services and land ownership. 

It is estimated that these works will cost between $20,000 - $40,000 depending on how many trees 
can be planted subject to services. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Water Street (Bridge)    $60,000 

Dean Street     No Funding Required 

Cave Road      $120,000 Funded from Section 94 

Cosgrove Road & Madeline Street  $20,000 - $40,000 

TOTAL      $220,000 

Funding has not been provided in the current budget for this purpose with the exception of the 
Section 94 Funds for Cave Road.  Should Council approve the expenditure, the source of funding 
will need to be identified in the budget.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Landscape Gardening 
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ID5 FREE MULCH FOR RESIDENTS 
AUTHOR: Peter Bowmer, Manager Service Delivery  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That introduction of a Council Mulch Service be implemented for the Spring and Summer 
period to provide residents with a pick up and drop off service. 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting of 6 March 2018, resolved (Minute No. 27/18):  

“That Council provides the following: 
 

a. That Council provide two (2) appropriate pick up points for residents to access any 
 excess tree mulch which Council produces from its activities. 

b. That this initiative be advertised on a regular basis in the Mayoral Column, eNews, and 
elsewhere as appropriate.” 

This report has been prepared in response to the Resolution. 
 
REPORT 
 
Due to logistic needs, loaders, amenities, staff, risk consideration of operating machinery and WHS 
as well as environmental consideration (accepting waste), it is recommended that this service be 
provided at Council’s Depot at Weeroona Road. 

The Depot provides a controlled environment where all risks can be managed at minimal cost.  The 
service would be based on a once a month event on a Saturday morning for four (4) hours or until 
all surplus mulch is taken. 

There would be a minimum of one (1) cubic metre per resident, loaded by machine and it would be 
on a first in basis. 

Additionally residents would be able to drop off one (1) trailer or ute load of green waste for 
chipping provided it meets the following criteria: 

 No noxious or environment weed. 

 Stacked in lengths no longer than one (1) metre. 

 No branches thicker than 150mm in diameter. 

 All branches stacked with cut end facing out. 

 All vegetation is green and not dried out. 

 



COUNCIL MEETING 1 MAY 2018 
 
Free Mulch For Residents (Cont’d) 
 

 

Item ID5 Page 269 

Council will stock pile excess mulch during these months at the Depot in a bin to ensure there is a 
reasonable quantity available for residents.  The aim will be to maintain a forty (40) cubic metre 
stock pile subject to workload and weather conditions. 

Council will need to allocate a budget of approximately $6,000 per annum to run this service, 
covering staff costs and plant.  As well, dependent on demand, an additional $5,000 will be 
required to purchase additional mulch. 

Weekend sporting activities and other uses of parks restrict locations for operating a second pick 
up and drop off site. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Proposed Expenditure:  Up to $11,000 per annum 

Funding has not been provided in the current budget for this purpose.  Should Council approve the 
expenditure, the source of funding will need to be identified in the budget.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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ID6 IDENTIFYING LEASH FREE AREAS 
AUTHOR: Peter Bowmer, Manager Service Delivery  
APPROVER: Stephen Clements, Director Infrastructure Development and Environment    
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That Council consult with the surrounding residents seeking feedback on the 
proposed options to construct a Leash Free Dog Area in Airey Park.   

2. That a further Report be prepared to Council to consider all submissions after the 
public consultation period. 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Council, at its meeting of 10 April 2018, resolved (Minute No. 68/18):  

“1. That a report be provided to the June 2018 ordinary council meeting in relation to leash free 
dog areas.  

 
3. That the report include but not limited to possible locations for 2 fenced leash free areas, 

feasibility and budgetary implications.” 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the Resolution.  
 
 
REPORT 
 
Council currently has two leash free areas, one in the northern area of the Strathfield Local 
Government Area (LGA) at Allen Street, and one in the southern area of the LGA at Elliot Street. 

Allen Street is fenced off and includes dog litter bins and water.  Elliot Street is currently being 
fenced and has litter bins and water. 

A Leash Free area must be fenced and not have other park infrastructure within the area to ensure 
safety to both the public and the dogs.  Leash Free areas are also governed by Legislation. 

Council is also developing a fenced area at Bressington Park which can be used as a Leash Free 
area as part of the Bressington Park development. 

Options for further Lease Free areas in Strathfield include Airey Park which is already included in 
the Section 94 Plan.  Airey Park services the central area of the LGA. 

It is recommended that Council conduct community consultation with the surrounding residents 
seeking feedback on the two (2) options.  It should be noted that Airey Park has potentially two 
sites where a Leash Free area can be constructed (refer Attachment 1).  Funding Is available in 
the Section 94 Plan. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Proposed Expenditure:  $35,000 Funding from the Section 94 Plan. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.⇩   Leash Free Areas Map 
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