


INTRODUCTION

This Report on the State of the Strathfield’s environment focuses both on
environmental achievements and challenges and our response to these as a
community. It will serve as a valuable reference point as we embark on a new
direction for our Municipality. As a first step, Council’'s draft Management
Plan and Vision have recently been placed on public exhibition for community
comment.  Among other issues, the Vision focuses on sustainable
development at a time when we address the difficult task of conserving our
environment in the face of increasing pressure to allow further development.

The State Government has asked our Municipality to accommodate
thousands of additional dwellings in Strathfield in the next 25 years. Under
Local Government planning legislation, we have the opportunity to decide how
and where these dwellings will be accommodated. At present, our
Municipality offers particular advantages in its close proximity to the City and
transport infrastructure. Importantly, we also share our community with some
of the State’s most endangered flora and fauna. As residents, we want to
conserve these local treasures along with the clean air, green space and
clean streets that we value.

Remnants of Castlereagh Ironbark Forest and populations of the Green and
Golden Bellfrog are surviving in our community’s “backyard”. It is our
responsibility to protect these isolated endangered communities if future
generations are to see them. Combining our efforts in regular bushcare
events and special occasions like Clean up Australia Day and National Tree
Day enables us to see measurable improvements in the quality of our parks
and bushland reserves.

The State of the Environment Report records the efforts and achievements of
the community and Council in this important local conservation work.

Council and the community have recently made huge efforts toward
minimising waste and increasing the volume of material recycled. The Newly
Expanded Recycling And Waste Service provides a service equal to any in
the Metropolitan area. The greenwaste collection service diverts valuable
garden vegetation that makes up 40% of the waste stream from landfill.
Recognising that the community is keen to have information on recycling and
waste minimisation options at home and at work, Council has coupled the
service with a focus on waste and recycling information.

| congratulate the community on a year of progressive environmental projects

and commend to you this 2004 - 2005 State of the Environment Report - a
record of our achievements.
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Air
Reaching our objectives

To keep up to date with information on air quality and
new technologies for control and monitoring.

NSW Government Initiatives

The State Government document “Action for Air” is currently under review
following stakeholder consultation at the Clean Air Forum held in November
2004. This 25-year air quality management plan for the Sydney Greater
Metropolitan Region is due for release in late 2005. The initiative contains a
range of measures to reduce emissions from transport, industrial, commercial
and domestic sources in order to control the two air pollutants of primary
concern: photochemical smog (ground level ozone) and fine particle pollution.

Action for Air — Transport

In 2000 the Australian Government introduced the Fuel Quality Standards Act
2000, which establishes national environmental standards for motor vehicle
fuels. A range of standards for petrol and diesel was introduced in 2000 and
these are being phased in over the period to 2006. A review of the fuel and
motor vehicle emissions standard is currently in progress and will apply
beyond 2006. In July 2004, the Federal Minister for the Environment
announced that the sulphur content of diesel would be limited to 10 ppm from
2009 and of premium unleaded petrol (PULP) to 50 ppm from 2008.

Action for Air - NSW Regulation of Summer Petrol
Volatility

Petrol is highly volatile and in summer evaporative emissions are significant
sources of Volatile Organic Carbons (VOCs). A regulation to limit petrol
volatility in summer has been made and applied from the 2004 - 2005 summer.
The limit applying in the Greater Metropolitan Region of 62 kilopascals is
lower than that for any other Australian urban air shed. The regulatory
requirement will be reviewed again in 2007, when the possibility of a lower
limit will be examined.

The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) is investigating new

proposals to reduce petrol vapour emissions from service stations in the
Greater Metropolitan Region.
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Action for Air - Diesel Pollution

In 2005, the DEC and the Roads and Traffic Authority launched a 12 month
trial of new after-treatment technology on 50 trucks, buses and off-road
engines from both Government and private diesel fleets, aimed at reducing
pollution from older diesel vehicles.

Action for Air - 2004 Clean Air Forum

Incorporated within the 2004 Clean Air Forum, additional measures were
announced to improve the environmental performance of the NSW
government vehicle fleet:

Development of an environmental rating scheme for heavy vehicles

A Voluntary Green Registration program

Banning the purchase of V8 vehicles on Government contracts (other than
where required for emergency services)

Targets for environmental performance.

Local Air Quality

The EPA’s Air Quality Monitoring site is at Chullora. This site was chosen
when the Lidcombe site was closed for its central location and because air
guality monitoring data for the last 35 years is available for the area. Air
samples are collected twice daily and tested for ozone, nitrogen dioxide and a
measure of visibility, used to indicate the presence of particulate matter in the
air. These results are used to calculate the Regional Pollution Index (RPI).
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Fig. 1 Regional Pollution Index 2004-2005
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The results are categorised as low, medium or high. During the 12 month
period for 2004—-2005, 272 low results, 88 medium results and 5 high results
were recorded (Fig. 1).

L =Low B 2005
M = Medium
H =High 82004

Comparing the RPI for 2004-05
with the previous year reveals a
higher number of days with
medium results and a lower
number of days with low results.

The EPA responds to enquiries
and complaints about air quality,
‘ ‘ ‘ particularly relating to pollution
0 100 200 300 from industrial premises.

Number of Days

Fig. 2 RPI 2003-2004 and 2004-2005

With respect to the Strathfield Municipality, the EPA received 9 calls for
information about air pollution, 6 calls about air pollution incidents and
referred 5 enquiries to Council during the year. Council received 5 complaints
about burning off and odours, 7 complaints about dust from building sites and
7 about air pollution.

To ensure appropriate planning and regulatory controls
contribute to the improvement of local air quality.

In June 2005, the Cooks River Foreshore Working Group (CRFWG) engaged
consultants to undertake a Cooks River Pedestrian and Cycle Path
Improvement Study. The project brings together seven councils located along
the Cooks River and/or the Alexandra Canal and three State Government
agencies, to identify safety, access and other issues and recommend an
improvement strategy for the iconic Bay-to-Bay Cycleway, which is one of the
oldest shared pedestrian and bicycle paths in Sydney. The project is financed
by Strathfield, Burwood, Canterbury, Marrickville, Rockdale and the City of
Sydney Councils, with assistance from the NSW Government through a
Cooks River Foreshore Improvement Program grant.
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Action for Air - Industrial air pollution

Implementation of the Air Toxics National Environment Protection
Measure will include investigation of hot spots and population exposure
to air toxics (particularly polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and
benzene) to ensure they do not become future problems. Elevated
levels of the air toxics could occur at locations close to specific
sources, which include clusters of industrial sites, heavily trafficked or
congested roads, busy airports and in areas affected by woodsmoke.

For Council to minimise air pollution from its own
activities and to lead by example

In an effort to promote alternative transport, 6 new bicycle racks have
been installed at Strathfield Square and the Council Library to
encourage residents to cycle for short trips.

To encourage and facilitate the community to
prevent air pollution and offensive odours

Action for Air - Cycling and Walking

In December 2004, the State Government released “Planning
Guidelines for Walking and Cycling” to help councils, communities and
the development industry improve planning decisions as they affect
provision for walking and cycling.

Management of the Bay to Bay Cycleway has been included in the
Cooks River Pedestrian and Cyclepath Improvement Study. A report
of the Study allowing the resources of 7 Cooks River councils to be
used in maintaining the walking and cycling paths along the river has
been completed.

Programmed specifications for upgrades to the cycleway are in place
with more upgrades planned after the release of the Cooks River
Pedestrian and Cyclepath Improvement Study. Jamieson Foley Traffic
and Transport Pty Ltd are conducting the Study of the Bay-to-Bay
Cycleway route along Cooks River, between Parramatta Rd,
Strathfield, and the river mouth at Botany Bay, Rockdale, and along the
Alexandra Canal. The report also assesses the option of a diversion of
the cycleway through South Strathfield. Considerable stakeholder and
community consultation is planned as part of the study, and the final
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report, expected near the end of 2005, will be exhibited for public
comment in early 2006.

An audit of the track has been carried out and opportunities identified
for improvements to ensure the safety of riders.

Council has a brochure, titled ‘Biking in and out of Strathfield’,
containing a map of the cycle route that passes through the Strathfield
LGA. The map is available at Council’'s customer service centre and
the library.

A new bridge between Dean Reserve and weed infested foreshore
land on the western side of the Cooks River will also be built. Dean
Reserve abuts the Bay to Bay cycleway at South Strathfield. Stages 1
and 2 have been completed.

Council conducted Bike Week events in conjunction with BurstBug (a
local Burwood-Strathfield Community Cycling Group) and the Roads
and Traffic Authority, using the Bay to Bay Cycleway and various parks
within the LGA. Council received a $1,000 grant from the RTA for this
purpose. It included a social ride and a fix-your-bike stand in Strathfield
Park.

AshBug (Ashfield Bicycle User’s
Group) hold regular rides, which
are very popular, using the Bay
to Bay cyclepath.

Fig 3 AshBug rider

A Metropolitan Greenspace Grant will fund two projects that are
currently in the Survey and Planning Stage:

The Strathfield Creek Pedestrian/Cycle Bridge, which crosses
Strathfield Creek, will provide access to open space land along the
western side of Powells Creek.

The Hamilton Street Powells Creek Bridge provides access for
pedestrians and cyclists between Strathfield Council’'s open space land
along the western side of Powells Creek and the City of Canada Bay
Council’s land on the eastern side of the creek.
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Action for Air - Small business

The DEC is investigating cost effective options such as consumer labelling
and point of sale education, to increase the availability and use of cleaner
versions of products such as surface coatings, thinners, solvents and aerosol
products.

An Air Quality Toolkit is being developed by the DEC for councils to
assist in managing emissions from the activities they regulate such as
commercial and light industrial premises.

Action for Air - Woodsmoke

The DEC is considering additional measures to reduce the impact of
woodsmoke in winter, including developing a better certification scheme for
new wood heaters and encouraging the use of planning instruments to ensure
woodheaters are correctly installed and their location in the home optimises
both environmental performance and energy efficiency. The DEC will also
introduce an offence under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act
1997 to allow a domestic chimney to emit excessive smoke.

The DEC will also seek cost effective options for increasing the availability
and use of cleaner small engines, for example lawn mowers, hand-held
garden equipment and outboards. The Protection of the Environment
Operations (Control of Burning) Regulation 2000 is currently under review.

Action for Air — The Clean Air Fund

The Local Air Improvement Program — funding was made available to councils
for projects aimed at reducing oxides of nitrogen, volatile organic compounds
or fine particles and concentrating on non-scheduled premises. A total of 21
projects were funded during 2002 - 2004.

Achievements

Safety audit of Bay to Bay Cycle Track

A Metropolitan Greenspace Grant awarded for construction of the
Strathfield Creek Pedestrian/Cycle Bridge and the Hamilton Street Powells
Creek Bridge

A Sydney Water Stormwater Fund Grant awarded to upgrade Dean
Reserve and link the Bay to Bay Cycle Track to South Strathfield.
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Future initiatives

Extensive restoration works on the cycle path along the Powells Creek
corridor through to Pomeroy Street have been programmed for the near
future following recommendations tabled through the Powells Creek
Corridor Bicycle and Pedestrian Access Feasibility Study.

Construction of Stage 3 of the bridge between Dean Reserve and the
western side of the Cooks River will commence in October 2005. Facilities
will include public amenities, a playground, seating and barbeques.
Council proposes new cycle linkages through the southern part of the LGA
in 2005/06. The section of path that currently passes through South End
Tennis Complex will be diverted to allow for improved safety and access
and remove ‘high risk’ areas of the cycleway.
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Biodiversity
Reaching our Objectives

To encourage community actions that protect
biodiversity through education and participation

COOKS RIVER FORESHORE

Corporate groups made a significant contribution to the bushcare program
during the year. A community planting day was organised and held with staff
from Westpac Bank in July 2004. This was the last of three such days and
was held at Begnell Park where the volunteers assisted in the removal of
weeds, the spreading of mulch, and planting of locally indigenous species
along the foreshores of Coxs Creek, a tributary of the Cooks River.

BUSHCARE AND NATURAL AREA MANAGEMENT

Members of three bushcare groups in the Strathfield area have been active in
restoring local remnants of bushland during 2004-2005. The groups have
contributed approximately 800 hours in planting and weeding in Strathfield
parks and reserves. Strathfield Bushcare Group recruited 5 new members in
the last year. Nine bushcare training sessions were held in 2004-2005,
including advanced training workshops at which volunteers completed all
three levels of their training.

Council’'s bushcare groups worked on two occasions throughout the year at
Mason Park Wetlands at Homebush, which is the site of a remnant saltmarsh,
mangrove forest and a nesting and feeding site for international and native
migratory wader birds. Volunteers planted drought-tolerant indigenous plant
species on the shores of the wetland that will be self-maintaining through
Sydney’s drought period, and will help to provide important habitat to the local
and migratory wader birds at Mason Park. The Mason Park Management
Plan involves tidal flushing of the wetlands, weed removal and revegetation
where possible.

Bird Species No. of Sightings Bird Species No. of Sightings
Silver Gull 176 Red Kneed Dotterel 106
Masked Lapwing 173 Pacific Golden Plover 32
Black-fronted Dotterel 6 Black-winged Stilt 992
Curlew Sandpiper 184 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 3325
Latham® Snipe 5 Red-necked Stint 1
Common Greenshank NR Pectoral Sandpiper NR

Fig. 3 Recorded bird sightings at Mason Park Jul 2004-Jan 2005
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In February 2005, Strathfield Municipal
Council and the Strathfield District
Historical Society organised a tour of the
Mason Park Wetlands saltmarsh. The
tour attracted more than 60 people from
all over Sydney, with many arriving on
bicycles along the Bay to Bay cycleway.
The tour leader provided participants with
charts, binoculars and information to
identify the various migratory birds at the
wetlands. The site’s history and
rehabilitation were discussed. .
Fig. 4 Mason Park Wetland Tour
An event held at the Coxs Creek Reserve, Greenacre, in September 2004,
used bush regeneration techniques to control the spread of urban weeds from
invading the previously completed work and to promote the establishment of
native vegetation. The Reserve is the site of one of the few remaining
remnants of the Endangered Ecological Community, the Castlereagh Ironbark
Forest, and a habitat for the Green and Golden Bell-Frog.

Maria Reserve, South Strathfield, was a site selected for bush regeneration in
October 2004. Bushcare volunteers planted drought tolerant, locally
indigenous plants in the Reserve to enhance wildlife corridors along the
Cooks River, linking isolated patches of bushland that form Sydney’'s Green
Web.

During Biodiversity Month, Council held a week-long National Threatened
Species Event in September 2004. Council promoted the importance of
Australian threatened species through education and creating awareness.
Information was on display in Council's administration foyer and free native
plants were made available to the community at the Town Hall.

Natural areas in Strathfield are included in the category of Community Land,
which must be managed according to specific Local Government legislation.

Council's Plans of Management for Natural Areas include Mason Park
Significant Area Plan of Management 2000, which is to be updated in 2005.
Mason Park is part of the ecologically significant Homebush Bay wetlands.

The community celebrated National Tree Day
by planting native plants and shrubs at
various sites including Airey  Park,
Homebush. The groups planted over 3000
native trees, shrubs and grasses. Gloria

Jean’'s Coffees of Strathfield contributed Fig. 5 National Tree Day
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sponsorship for Council’'s Annual Tree Day.

To utilise planning controls, legislation and policy to
protect biodiversity

Council has used the Cooks River Foreshore Strategic Plan (CRFSP), since
its completion in 1997, as the guiding document for restoration of public land
along the Cooks River. In 2005, Council completed its own Plan of
Management for the Cooks River foreshores. The Plan includes biodiversity
and green corridor mapping on the Geographic Information System (GIS).

To collect information about the status of our
biodiversity and the best methods available for
protection and enhancement

THE COOKS RIVER FORESHORE WORKING GROUP (CRFWG)

In June, the CRFWG secured funding through the NSW Government’'s Cooks
River Foreshore Improvement Program to develop an integrated interpretation
strategy for the Cooks River, to assist the foreshore councils and other
stakeholders in interpreting, protecting and enhancing the natural and cultural
values of the Cooks River system. Strathfield, Burwood, Canterbury,
Marrickville and Rockdale Councils are also contributing to and collaborating
on this project. The interpretation strategy will guide the foreshore councils in
the development of signage, art, events, publications, etc, aimed at enhancing
public enjoyment and appreciation of the River and increasing community
understanding of the impacts of human activities on the River corridor.

POWELLS CREEK

The Powells Creek Steering Committee, which includes members from
Sydney Water, the Sydney Olympic Park Authority and Canada Bay, Auburn
and Strathfield Councils, meets quarterly to plan Powells Creek Corridor
management. The Powells Creek Landscape Design Framework - Harbour to
Hinterland, is currently being implemented and includes the extension of the
corridor from Homebush Bay to Strathfield Town Centre. The impacts of
recreational use, development, access to the corridor, as well as
environmental issues and biodiversity are being assessed.

The aims Council hopes to achieve at Powells Creek are:
Ecological restoration
Better access and local connections

Improved awareness of the physical and cultural value of the corridor
New recreational facilities in the Powells Creek project area.
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In implementing the Powells Creek Corridor Wayfinding Interpretation and
Signage Strategy, the City of Canada Bay and the Sydney Olympic Park
Authority (SOPA) work with Council to identify visitor access, circulation and
egress as well as major information needs.

A Metropolitan Greenspace Grant will fund a joint Strathfield, City of Canada
Bay Council and Sydney Water project to restore the ecology of the creek. A
draft consultancy brief for The Powells Creek Ecological Restoration Strategy
and Master Plan has been prepared and will be reviewed by all participants as
well as the Sydney Olympic Park Authority and the Sydney Catchment
Authority.

STREET TREES
ITEM 2003 - 2004 2004 - 2005
Street Trees
Number of street trees 14,112 14,089
Number planted 56 62
Number planted - requests 35 38
Number pruned 801 1,390
Number removed — dead 65 105
Requests 278 370
Park Trees
Pruned 291 311
Planted 5,000 4,200
Removed 86 75
Requests 68 92
Tree Preservation
Order
Number of Approvals 394 389
Number of Denials 30 47
Number of TPO breaches 0 1

Fig. 6 Street Tree Planting and Management

Figure 6 shows that Council has pruned 74% more trees in the 2004-2005
reporting period.

Collection of data for the street tree inventory is nearing completion with
approximately 12,000 trees having been data captured. Analysis of this
information will provide an insight into the present canopy cover of the
municipality and will enable strategic decisions to be made regarding
management of the street tree community in the longer term as well as
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provide a platform for a cost benefit analysis of the value the street tree
community has to Strathfield.

Negotiations have been undertaken with RailCorp and consequently a
strategy has been developed regarding trees in conflict with the infrastructure.
This includes weed control and native plantings on RailCorp and adjacent
Council property.

New technology, Picus Strength Testing', has been introduced to test the
integral strength of mature trees on Council property. This will assist in
recommendations for future management of these areas.

For Council to demonstrate actions that protect and
enhance biodiversity

CREW (Cooks River Enviro Workers)

Member councils of the CRFWG initiated a systematic and ongoing litter
clean-up program for the Cooks River with the formation of CREW. This
represents the first collaborative ongoing regional effort to remove litter and
other gross pollutants from Cooks River and its tributaries. Councils have
provided tools and supplies for the workers and disposed of rubbish collected.
CREW began working in the Rockdale area in July 2004, and extended its
operations to the other council areas after its official launch in October 2004.
During the year, the CREW team filled some 2,940 clean-up bags with an
estimated 176m? or 44.1 tonnes of litter, and removed well over 2.5 tonnes of
larger dumped objects, such as car parts, shopping trolleys and motor bikes,
from the foreshores and river bed. The impact of the CREW efforts has been
quite noticeable in areas where access to work has been granted. Access to
the (concrete) channelised section of the river, owned and managed by
Sydney Water, was granted in June 2005, following preparation of a Work
Safety Plan for this purpose by the Georges Riverkeeper. CREW work will be
extended to cover this area in the coming year.

THE COOKS RIVER FORESHORE WORKING GROUP (CRFWG)

In May 2005, the CRFWG was selected as one of four national finalists for a
United Nations Association of Australia (Victoria), World Environment Day
2005 Award for local government initiatives demonstrating ‘Excellence in
Overall Environmental Management'.

! The Picus Sonic Tomograph is a new precise measuring tool that detects and electronically measures the amount
of decay in its various stages. The Sonic Tomograph obtains data in a non-invasive manner, and produces detailed
information in a computerised form.
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The second stage of the Cooks River Bank Restoration Project at Freshwater
Park was completed in March 2005. The project saw the planting of close to
15,000 local provenance species along a section of the Cooks River within
Freshwater Park, which will provide an important seedbank for future
revegetation projects throughout Strathfield and the Cooks River catchment.

The capacity of the CRFWG to facilitate collaborative regional action to
improve the Cooks River and its foreshores was expanded during the year,
thanks to increased Council contributions and the award of a NSW
Government grant from the Cooks River Foreshore Improvement Program to
assist with coordination of the Working Group.

MASON PARK

The Mason Park wetlands, which are part of the once extensive Homebush
Bay wetlands, were the site of continuing restoration. The wetlands are listed
on the Register of the National Estate and are an extremely important site for
local and migratory wader birds. The project will revegetate the disturbed sites
around the wetland and ultimately along Powells Creek to create a green
corridor of locally indigenous vegetation to help link the Mason Park and
Olympic Park wetlands via Powells Creek. The work will extend and protect
the wetland habitat and continue to build on the corridor between these two
important wetland sites. The wetland contains extensive areas of saltmarsh,
which is an Endangered Ecological Community under the Threatened Species
Conservation Act, 1995. The saltmarsh areas were isolated from tidal
inundation until 1998 when Council reinstated the tidal flow by installing a
weir. In 2004-2005, Council removed weeds by spraying and eradicating
Juncus acutus along the boundary to the wetland and Energy Australia’s
property and planted natives as part of its management plan and weeds
program.

The Scientific Committee is of the opinion that the Coastal Saltmarsh in the
NSW North Coast, Sydney Basin and South East Corner Bioregions is likely
to become extinct in nature in New South Wales unless the circumstances
and factors threatening its survival cease to operate.

COOKS RIVER PROJECT SUCCESS

Council set a benchmark for other riverbank restoration projects by using
environmentally sensitive bank treatments along the Cooks River in works
completed to stabilise and restore sections of the Cooks River, within
Freshwater Park. Design solutions have been used to stabilise the banks and
enhance and improve the environmental values of the waterway. Fauna is
returning, with several large schools of small fish, an eel and up to six
medium-sized blue tongue lizards inhabiting the completed sections of
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riverbed. Other species have also been sighted showing the waterway is
responding positively to the remediation.

COUNCIL’S NURSERY AND SEED COLLECTION

Council’'s nursery contributes to bush regeneration efforts by supplying plants
native to the area to bushcare groups. Bushcare volunteers are also supplied
with tools, gloves, monitoring equipment, mulch and native plants by Council.

Eighteen different species of seeds: 7 from remnant areas, 10 from plantings
of known provenance and 1 from unknown provenance, have been collected
in line with Flora Bank Guidelines to ensure availability of local provenance
plants for Council revegetation and landscape projects. Fifty percent of new
seed collected is from plants established outside remnant areas.

Priorities at the Weeroona Road site to date have been the ongoing collection,
propagation and establishment of indigenous species suited to the site and a
suitable barricade method to prevent parking.

Achievements

The riverbank at Freshwater Park has been restored and local provenance
indigenous species were planted

The impact of recreational use, development, access, as well as
environmental issues and biodiversity are being assessed in the Powells
Creek corridor from Homebush Bay to Strathfield Town Centre

Bush regeneration techniques are being used to restore Bressington Park
Wetlands

Bush regeneration work was carried out at Mason Park, Cooks River,
Coxs Creek Reserve and Maria Reserve

Council’s nursery supplied plants native to the area to bushcare groups
The Cooks River Foreshores Working Group (CRFWG) was nominated in
the category, Local Government - Excellence in Overall Environmental
Management and selected as a finalist in the nationwide United Nations
Association of Australia (Victoria) World Environment Day 2005 Awards

A community planting day was held with staff from Westpac Bank at
Begnell Park

Five thousand native trees, shrubs and grasses were planted along the
banks of the Cooks River by corporate planting group Westpac Bank and
the Strathfield Bushcare Group as part of the NHT-funded Cooks River
Seedbank and Remnant Restoration Project

Council completed a Plan of Management for the Cooks River

Council secured funding in June 2005 for the Cooks River Interpretation
Strategy

Development of the RiverLife Project was aided by the NSW Government
through its Stormwater Trust with a $550,000 grant
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Council’s Native Nursery supplied 16,560 local native plants to the Cooks
River Rehabilitation project

The community was given free trees during Local Government Week and
Strathfield’s Spring Fair

Data has been collected for the street tree inventory

A strategy has been developed regarding trees impacting RailCorp
infrastructure.

Future initiatives

Follow through with initiatives from the previous years and expand on
those, particularly community education and volunteer recruitment

Plant 15,000 local provenance species in Freshwater Park

Increase Council’'s propagation and seed bank

Recruit at least 5 new volunteers for the bushcare groups

Increase the biodiversity value of parks and reserves through planting of
local provenance species

Encourage private landowners in Green Web corridors to plant native
trees via tree donations

Maintain and manage the vegetation at Mason Park through weed removal
Minor repairs to concrete lining along the Cooks River will be carried out
as necessary, where whole sections are in poor condition. There is
currently no intention/plan/initiative to dechannelise the river. There is,
however, a fencing program underway, through which sections of the river
will be fenced for safety reasons

A Management Plan was developed through the Central Regional Weeds
Committee. The Plan aims to eradicate all Alligator weed and Ludwigia
from Freshwater park and throughout a select Sydney region and to
control future outbreaks and growth. Works are to take place in late 2005
and early 2006. Currently the Noxious Weeds Policy and the Noxious
Weeds Act are under amendment

Ongoing establishment of indigenous species in viable seed orchard
situations is required in order to collect from revegetation sites of known
local provenance. It will be necessary to record what species are of
known provenance and where these sites are located

A further planting of about 15,000 plants is due to occur in 2005 — 2006 at
Freshwater Park

Volunteer input at Council nursery

Community Work days by Council staff at Strathfield Private Golf Course
to facilitate monitoring, weed control, and seed collection

Council would like to record a complete listing of species indigenous to
each area, places where these species have been successfully
established, provenance determined and performance, e.g. longevity,
possibly in a database

Data will become available with regard to the street tree population that
will lead to specific programs in management of street trees.
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Vacant sites for street tree planting will also become available for planting
programs

With current water restrictions Council is considering reducing the nursery
production area, installing rainwater tanks and using drippers or similar
apparatus in container production of grassland species

In terms of field establishment Council is considering setting aside good
sites for seed production purposes, e.g. less established tree root
competition, favourable soil moisture regime, ease of weed control, use of
a wetting agent during the establishment period and a longer “fallow”
period to allow soil moisture to build up prior to planting.
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Built Environment

Reaching our objectives

To enhance Council’s character consistent with state,
regional and local objectives that reinforce the urban
and environmental qualities of the municipality

STRATEGIC PLANNING

Council has initiated a process to acquire land adjacent to Powells Creek for
parkland. The land was previously owned by Arnott’'s Biscuits Pty Ltd and is
currently held for Council by the Department of Planning. Council has also
begun the process of acquiring land within the Parramatta Road corridor.
This land will provide recreation opportunities for the residential areas
proposed within the corridor.

Port Enfield

During 2004-2005, the Sydney Ports Corporation (SPC) commenced
preparation of an EIS for the Enfield Marshalling Yards site. The EIS is to
accompany a development application for an intermodal terminal at the
Enfield Marshalling Yards site. As the development will be of State
significance, the Department of Planning will be the determining authority.

Council’s response

Council was opposed to previous proposals and has partnered the community
action group “No Port Enfield “ in opposing the development now proposed for
the following reasons:

Inadequate information for Council to make an informed decision

The proposed volume of freight to be managed is 300,000 containers per
year. The facility will operate 24 hrs per day 7 days per week

Disruption to future and existing traffic flows

The risk of hazardous chemical spills

Increased noise

The role of the proposed intermodal within the Sydney freight network has
not been made clear.

Council’'s opposition to the development has involved the following actions:
Writing to State and Federal Members of Parliament to affirm its objection

to the proposed development;
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Making a submission to the Independent Review of the Proposed Enfield
Intermodal Terminal

Making a submission to the Commission of Inquiry into the proposed
construction of a new container terminal at Port Botany, February 2005
Meeting with Sydney Ports Corporation regarding a list of issues to be
addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to be prepared by
Sinclair Knight Merz

Speaking to the Newcastle Ports Authority

Supporting the action of the “No Port Enfield” Residents Action Group
Holding a public meeting in April, 2005 at which residents were urged to
sign a petition objecting to the development.

The current proposal is similar to the previous abandoned proposal, rejected
following the Independent Review of the Proposed Enfield Intermodal
Terminal. This Review concluded that the Enfield Intermodal Proposal was
not viable from a logistics, economic and environmental perspective.

Council is awaiting the EIS and will make a submission and continues to lobby
the relevant parties regarding the amenity of the local community.

In December, 2004, the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural
Resources announced the first stage of a Port Freight Plan for Sydney,
incorporating the establishment of the Freight Infrastructure Advisory Board.
The Board is to ensure a strategic approach to freight movement and
distribution. In its publication, Railing Port Botany’s Containers — proposal to
ease pressure on Sydney’s roads, the Board recommends the completion of
the Enfield Intermodal by 2008.

The State Government is intending to introduce an amendment to the current
legislation - the Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment Act -
(Critical Infrastructure and Other Planning Reform). Under this legislation
there will be no right to appeal major development in the Land and
Environment Court. The NSW State Government is also setting up a task
force to deal with major developments.

The Office of the Commissioners of Inquiry for Environment and Planning
recommenced its Commission of Inquiry into the proposed construction of a
new container terminal at Port Botany. The Commission intends to consider
the environmental aspects of the proposed expansion of Sydney Ports
operations. Council intends to oppose any proposals involving the expansion
of operations, which are likely to have an impact on the Strathfield community
unless it can be shown that the Strathfield community will not be
disadvantaged.
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Department of Planning - Strategies

The Department of Planning has released the Metropolitan Strategy
Discussion Paper to invite comment on plans for limiting urban sprawl.
Projections from the Department indicate that the population of Strathfield will
increase from 29,430 to 51,230 by 2031, a 57% increase. By 2031, the
present number of ratepaying households — 10,700 will rise to 18,680.

The Strategy requires that East Central Sydney communities, including
Strathfield will accommodate 157,000 extra homes in the next 25 years.

The Strathfield Town Centre is already subject to the impact of adjacent high-
rise development. The Parramatta Road corridor proposal will increase the
amount of high-rise development along Parramatta Road which is in close
proximity to the Strathfield Town Centre.

Foremost among Council’s concerns in considering the Strategy are:

The proposed emphasis on increasing residential densities to increase
dwelling numbers

The higher demand placed on Council’s services including roads, services,
parks, libraries, child care centres, aged care and sports facilities

The impacts of increased traffic and commuter numbers, particularly at
bus - rail interchange areas.

The impacts of increased traffic congestion on local and regional roads.

Council has expressed specific concerns about the ability of current
infrastructure to cope with the proposed increase in population density.

Parramatta Road Corridor

In 2004, the (then) Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural
Resources announced the formation of the Parramatta Road Group to plan
and manage the revitalization of Parramatta Road.

The renewal of existing areas in the city is one of the nine directions in the
recently released Metropolitan Strategy Discussion Paper. The Parramatta
Road corridor has been identified by the Department of Planning (DEP) as
having the potential to accommodate a significant share of Sydney’s projected
growth.

During 2004 — 05, the DEP announced the distribution of $1 million in funding
to Councils along the Parramatta Road Corridor to progress the strategy. The
funding is part of an initial $2 million allocation by the Government to explore
development and renewal opportunities along Parramatta Road.
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The Parramatta Road Taskforce has already met to consider integrated land
use and transport options that could help to revitalise Parramatta Road.
The corridor has been divided into four precincts:

Camperdown to Petersham (Leichhardt and Marrickville Councils)
Petersham to Croydon (Ashfield and Canada Bay Councils)

Croydon to Strathfield (Burwood and Canada Bay Councils) and
Strathfield to Granville/Parramatta (Parramatta, Strathfield, Auburn and
Canada Bay Councils).

PwpNPE

Precincts three and four will receive $400,000 each while precincts one and
two will receive $100,000 each. The funding is available to assist Councils:

Prepare structure and subsequent planning documents covering
commercial and residential redevelopment opportunities for each of the
sectors along the corridor

Identify and initiate specific projects, including demonstration site projects
which may include ‘display blocks’ to illustrate design, housing,
employment, streetscape, public transport and road space concepts.

All the Councils in the Taskforce have been involved with a Structure Planning
Process for the corridor. These plans are all expected to be completed by
late 2005.

To enhance Council’s character consistent with state,
regional and local objectives that reinforce the urban
and environmental qualities of the municipality

URBAN PLANNING

Planning Instruments

The Draft Strathfield Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2003 is awaiting final
assessment from the Department of Planning as part of the Gazettal process.
Once gazetted the Draft LEP 2003 will replace the existing Strathfield
Planning Scheme Ordinance.

Amendments to DCPs

In 2005, Council undertook a program of reviewing its residential
Development Control Plans (DCPs). All of Strathfield’s Local Government
Area wide DCPs are being consolidated into one DCP titled the Strathfield
Consolidated DCP 2005. This document will identify a single consolidated set
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of controls for all types of developments across Strathfield. Both processes
are scheduled to be completed in early 2006.

Major Developments

Landscape Improvement Concept Plans were released for the Cave Road
neighbourhood shops and the Chain of Pond Reserve. Proposed works
included in the plans were landscaping, additional seating, new pavements
outside the shops, widening of the footpath and rearrangements to the current
carparking and barbeque facilities in the reserve.

Heritage week celebrations

Strathfield celebrated its 120th anniversary in June, 2005 with a street parade.
Strathfield Council was proclaimed on 2nd June, 1885 by the NSW State
Government.

Heritage Conservation Awards 2005

Strathfield Council presented its annual Heritage Conservation Awards in April
2005. The awards are recognition of the fine examples of conservation and
restoration practices undertaken by the owners of Strathfield properties.

the Residential Building Heritage Award was presented to Elizabeth
Benson and John Currie for superior restoration and sympathetic additions
the award for sympathetic restoration and use of the colour schemes was
awarded to Homebush Uniting Church for work completed in the heritage-
listed church

the Historic Research award was presented to Dan Stewart for his book
"Mount Royal to Mount Saint Mary 1908-1992"

Highly commended awards were also presented to Greg Yule, Marisa and
Tony Vecchio, Sean and Mary O'Brien and Graham King.

Heritage Grants Program

Since 2001 Council has operated and funded a Heritage Assistance Grants
Program. Grants totalling $20,000 were awarded to 18 different property
owners for projects including restoring slate roofs, verandas, window frames,
front fences and tiling.
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Events

Council collaborated with Auburn, Burwood and Concord Councils to fund an
Aboriginal Culture Day in September 2004. The event, organized by
Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation involved traditional ceremonies
and a display of Aboriginal heritage items.

The 10™ Anniversary of the Russian Historical Society was celebrated in April,
2005 with representatives from the Society and the head of the Russian
Orthodox Church Abroad. The society documents and preserves the history
of Russians in Australia. The Society’s long-term goal is to establish a
museum to house Russian artifacts and documents.

Open space

COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

Adopted in February 2005, the Strathfield Community Facilities Plan of
Management sets out the guidelines and requirements for managing, leasing
and licensing community facilities including sportsgrounds, scout halls,
childcare centres and bowling clubs.

Council completed a Plan of Management for the Cooks River foreshores,
which set out asset management objectives for parks on the river. These
parks include Freshwater Park, Chain of Ponds Reserve, Fitzgerald Reserve,
Prentice Reserve, Palmer Reserve, St Annes Reserve, Dean Reserve, South
Cooks Riverland Reserve, Ford Park, Maria Reserve, Bark Huts Reserve,
Elliott Reserve, Water Reserve, the proposed West River Reserve, Cooke
Park and Begnell Field.

GRAFFITI

During the year, 4,000 square metres of graffiti were removed from public
areas. Council developed a Graffiti Taskforce to examine the problems
associated with Homebush West Shopping Village, which suffers above
average levels of graffiti. The taskforce members include Councillors, staff
and a representative from the Chamber of Commerce.

During 2004-2005, Council conducted a trial of graffiti inventory software. A
revised Graffiti Management Plan has been drafted. Periodic Detainees from
Silverwater Detention Centre removed graffiti as part of the Beat Graffiti
Program.
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CHEMICAL USE - WEEDING

To reduce fertilizer and herbicide use, Council now concentrates on heavy
mulching, hand weeding, cutting and painting with glyphosate, seed and fruit
removal and nutrient and water saving measures.

Council has applied the skills of qualified soil scientists to provide new slow
release fertilisers and soil wetting blends specially developed for our golf
course and sportsgrounds to prevent overuse of fertilisers, fertiliser runoff and
improve water infiltration. This has resulted in lusher lawn surfaces and fewer
applications of fertilisers and potable water use.

Negotiations have been undertaken with RailCorp for weed removal and
control on the railway line sidings at The Crescent and planting with Australian
native species.

Council is actively involved in regional initiatives involving the Inner Sydney
Weeds Committee of Councils and the community to target noxious and
environmental weeds.

Council removed 72 dead and dying street trees and replaced them with
advanced growth stock including an indigenous species Melaleuca decora
propagated from locally collected seed stock.

WATER USE

Strathfield’s parks provide recreation and greenspaces in a highly urbanized
locality. Large volumes of water are needed to maintain passive recreation
areas as well as sporting venues. Council’'s water consumption has been
reduced during the current water restriction period, due to water saving
practices such as:

The installation of a rainwater tank to contribute towards sports field
irrigation as part of the Mason Park Playing Field reconstruction

The conversion of gardens to native, low water-use plants at Kessel
Square and Sutherland Gardens

The installation of AAA rated showers and appliances at Cooke Park
Amenities Block

The use of specialised soil wetters to increase water infiltration and
retention at sportsgrounds and Strathfield Golf Course

A reduction in the number of days and hours of sportsground irrigation to
the meet minimum safety requirements and comply with current water
restrictions

Council no longer waters most garden beds and landscape plantings.
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The reconstruction of playing fields at Mason Park involved extensive
re-levelling, installation of irrigation and returfing of the field, taking into
consideration the sensitive environment of Mason Park Wetlands. A number
of water saving practices were utilised throughout the project. These included
the reuse of rainwater from the amenities building for irrigation of the
sportsground and use of specially formulated soil to hold water and prevent
water runoff. The design of the playing field directs any excess water run off
into the garden beds and eventually Mason Park Wetlands rather than
utilising artificial drains to the stormwater system. This design will also reduce
the need to close the playing field during and after wet weather.

PARK IMPROVEMENTS

As part of an ongoing maintenance program, Council continues to top up the
bark chip levels at all playgrounds to ensure children’s safety.

The Airey Park Practice Cricket Nets Project was completed with financial
assistance from the Department of Sport and Recreation. The gates have
been removed at the facility to allow extended hours of usage at the nets.

The Hudson Park Oval Lighting Upgrade Project was completed with financial
assistance from St Patrick’s Old Boys Rugby Union Club and the Department
of Sport and Recreation. Lighting at Hudson Park Sports field was upgraded
to Australian match play standard.

There has been an upgrade of sports field lighting at Strathfield Park
completed in partnership with Hutchison Telecoms.

Improvements were made to Strathfield Children’s Centre Playground Areas
and building as required by the new licence amendment with Strathfield One-
stop Child Care Service.

A comprehensive program of improvements has been undertaken at Mason
Park during the last two years. This included the upgrade of the playground
and addition of a shade sail in 2003/04. Recently, lighting at Mason Park
Sports field was upgraded to meet the Australian training standard with
financial support from the Recreation Financial Assistance Grant Scheme and
reconstruction of the playing fields as described above.

Flooding

At the close of the financial year, Council received a grant of $1,000,000 for
the design and construction of stage 1 of the Hudson Park basin and for the
design of the amplification of the Telopea Street Channel.
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Traffic

The NSW Motor Accidents Authority provided a grant to Council for the
purpose of promoting road safety. The initiative will promote awareness of
driveway safety with particular emphasis on maneuvering safely around small
children.

In August 2004 Council provided Courtesy Speed Checks, and reminded
motorists to “Slow Down” with outdoor banners. Data captured during speed
checks were analysed and assessed by the RTA and police to identify areas
where higher than posted speeds were registered.

Road safety programs were undertaken to address Drink Driving, Speeding,
Pedestrian Safety, Child Restraint Checking and Drag Racing. The programs
involved the construction of blister islands and roundabouts or other traffic
calming measures. Council works with the community to ensure a series of
traffic calming measures are introduced into an area with the aim of reducing
speed, noise and increasing pedestrian safety.

Location Type of Work
Broughton Road Pedestrian Refuge
Augusta Road/Cave Road Roundabout
Patricia Sreet/Blanch Street Roundabout
Victoria Street Traffic Calming
Victory Avenue/Elliot Street Roundabout

Fig. 7 Safety work completed

LATM projects undertaken during 2004-2005 included raised entry thresholds
in Elliott Street and Victory Avenue, Punchbowl to prevent unnecessary traffic
entering local residential streets and improve traffic safety.

In an effort to make local roads safer and improve traffic flow, Council
announced the following traffic calming measures and parking restrictions in
June 2005:

Traffic signals at The Crescent/Bridge Road and The Crescent/Subway
Lane intersections

Roundabouts at Bridge Road/Loftus Crescent, Crane Street/Loftus Lane
and Knight Street/Loftus Crescent intersections

Diagonal closure at Loftus Crescent/Subway Lane intersection

Parking restrictions at Loftus Crescent/Crane Street intersection

Line markings (edge lines and double lines) in Loftus Crescent between
Bridge Road and Subway Lane

A slow point in Loftus Crescent.
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In 2004-2005, $2.2 million was spent on road and footpath repair and
construction, implementing traffic facilities, improving safety for motorists and

the community.

Location

Section

Webber Street

Juno Parade to Drew Street

Mathews Street

Juno Parade to Drew Street

Highgate Street

The Boulevarde to Kingsland Road

MacKenzie Street

Bridge Street to The Crescent

Elliot Street

Punchbowl Road to Maria Street

Kessell Avenue

Full length

Maria Street

Bridge Street to Elliot Street

Loftus Lane

Extension and widening

Cosgrove Road

Heavy patching and re-sheeting

Fig. 8 Completed roadworks

Location Section
Juno Parade Punchbowl Road to Wentworth Street
Elliot Street Clairville Close to Victory Avenue

Water Street

Sunlea Crescent to Excelsior Avenue

Hillcrest Avenue

Parramatta Road to Park Road

Cave Road

Augusta Street to Hedges Road

Fig. 9 Completed footpath works

The 2005 - 2006 program will be discussed with the community regarding the
preferred options prior to construction.

DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT

Council’'s Planning Division is installing an electronic development application
processing system, which will improve the efficiency with which applications
are processed.

Heritage Review

Council invited submissions from all owners of heritage properties as part of

the private consultation stage of the Heritage Review. Council received more
than 150 submissions following an extended consultation period. In June,
2004, based on the content of the submissions, the independent heritage
planner made recommendations for proposed heritage listings to be added to
Council’s draft LEP. Council resolved on June 7, 2005 that a Draft (Heritage)
Local Environmental Plan (LEP 105), including the items and conservation
areas recommended in the heritage planner’s report, be prepared. The draft

2004-2005 State of the Environment Page 29



document will be placed on public exhibition, providing residents with a further
opportunity to make submissions on heritage listings.

Increasing development in Strathfield has resulted in pressure to develop
heritage sites. The objective of the review was to preserve the municipality’s
buildings and streetscapes of heritage significance.

Achievements

Council collaborated with Auburn and Burwood Councils to present
Aboriginal Culture Day

Through a public exhibition, Council facilitated community input on
proposed additions to the Heritage Schedule in the Strathfield LEP
Improvement Concept Plans for the Cave Road Neighbourhood Shops
and the Chain of Ponds Reserve were completed

Participated in the Parramatta Road Group to identify development and
renewal opportunities

A meeting in April, 2005 to enable the community to submit a petition to
the State Government concerning the Enfield Intermodal

Council removed 4,000 square metres of graffiti from public areas

Planted Melaleuca decora (White Cloud Tree) propagated from locally
collected seed stock on footpaths and nature strips

A rainwater tank was installed at the Mason Park Playing Fields to supply
water for irrigation

The reconstruction of the Mason Park Playing Fields employed Water
Sensitive Urban Design principles to protect the adjacent wetlands
Sportsfield lighting has been upgraded at Hudson Park Oval, Strathfield
and Mason Parks

Council was awarded a $1,000,000 grant for flood mitigation

Stormwater improvements were completed at Mirrabooka Avenue and the
Elva Street footbridge

Road Safety programs were undertaken to address Drink Driving,
Speeding, Pedestrian Safety, Child Restraint Checking and Drag Racing.

Future Initiatives

The Draft (Heritage) LEP 105 which was prepared as part of the Heritage
Review process will be recommended to Council for adoption

Council intends to amend DCP19 — Public Notification Requirements. The
amendments will increase the number of adjoining properties to receive
notification of development applications. The amendments will also
contain a requirement that a notice be placed on every site subject to a
development application.

In the coming year, Council will draft a new Recreation Plan and Cultural
Needs Study and new Significant Area Plans of Management for
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Strathfield Park, Airey Park and Mason Park, taking into consideration the
recommendations of this strategy.

Council has received a Cooks River Foreshores Improvement Program
stage 1 grant to develop a phase 3 landscape plan for Dean Reserve. The
plan will include a bridge crossing the Cooks River, as well as a new
playground providing a range of activities for children

The redevelopment of Hudson Park Golf Course, increasing the driving
range size, shop/amenities building and path network

A proposal to reclassify, remove public reserve status, rezone and sell
Matthews Park, Amarina Avenue, Greenacre and augment and acquire
open space in the Greenacre/Belfield Area

The acquisition of land in Loftus Crescent Homebush for open space
purposes.

A Metropolitan Greenspace grant will fund the completion of the Powells
Creek Corridor Wayfinding Strategy, implemented in conjunction with
Canada Bay Council and The Sydney Olympic Park Authority. The first
stage of this project has been completed.

Community consultation led to completion of a brief to redevelop the
Southend Tennis Centre as a multipurpose sport and recreation centre to
serve the Strathfield community. It is expected to have a design concept
completed by the end of 2005.

A Draft Graffiti Strategy Program will be placed on public exhibition in
November 2005.

“Adopt a Park” is an opportunity for Strathfield residents to become
involved in improving local parks. In 2006 Homebush Boys High School,
Rotary and St Anne’s Primary School will participate in the Adopt a Park
program at Airey Park, Edwards Park and St Anne’s Square. The event
not only allows the community to plant shrubs and trees but also provides
an opportunity for participants broaden their knowledge of biodiversity and
urban landscape issues.
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Greenhouse

Reaching our objectives

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions from our
operations and assets and to lead by example.

The Council fleet includes 2 hybrid powered vehicles, which achieve a fuel
consumption of approximately 5.4 litres per 100 kilometers. Council’'s New
Car Policy requires the purchase of smaller vehicles.

Energy saving buildings

Council’'s Energy Smart Homes Policy, which awarded a 3 star rating to
energy saving developments, has been replaced by the State Environmental
Planning Policy - Building Sustainability Index (BASIX).

Council has reviewed energy costs
for the new library. The library
features extensive glass areas to
provide natural light and louvres to
insulate and reduce air conditioning
costs.

Fig. 10 Solar louvres at Strathfield library

During the first year of operation, energy costs have been higher than those for
the previous library. This was anticipated, as the original library building was
much smaller, with less lighting and easier to cool. The new library is open for
longer hours and accommodates a larger number of visitors, raising air
conditioning and lighting costs. Staff are now ensuring that the building’s
energy saving features are being fully utilised to reduce energy use and costs.
Council will closely monitor quarterly energy use and costs and review the
operation of the building to ensure that full advantage is taken of the energy
saving measures.

The Homebush Out of School Hours Child Care Centre was assessed in 2004-

2005 to improve shading of the western windows to keep the building cooler in
summer and save energy used in air conditioning.
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To promote greenhouse issues to the community and
encourage community action.

Alternative transport

Council encourages residents to leave their cars at home and commute to
work and school by alternative means of transport. Council promoted Walk to
School Day in May 2005, encouraging students to walk to school. Walk to
Work Day, an initiative of the Pedestrian Council of Australia, was held in
November 2004.

Events

As part of the Festival of Cultures in Homebush, Council presented a Living
Sustainably stand. The stand featured energy saving products and provided
an opportunity for the community to speak with staff about domestic energy
use.

To develop and implement plans and policies that
contribute to greenhouse gas abatement.

Solar Power

Council was instrumental in drafting the Sun Power Guidelines for Local
Government in 2002 in conjunction with the Sustainable Energy Development
Authority. The Authority, now known as the Department of Energy, Ultilities
and Sustainability, has forwarded the draft Guidelines to Council for comment.
The document advocates the use of planning instruments to ensure that solar
power becomes a standard part of urban development.

Solar powered lighting has been installed at the following parks: Bark Huts
Reserve, Edwards Park, Dean Reserve and Airey Park. A solar powered
pump supplies water to the wetland adjacent to Coxs Creek Reserve.

To be aware of sustainable energy technologies and
information

Lighting trial

As part of the Street Lighting Improvement Program (SLIP), trial street lights
have been on display in 5 streets in an Enfield industrial area. Night time
tours have been conducted to give residents an opportunity to assess the
effectiveness of these lights.
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Energy Australia has announced plans to raise the cost of street lighting by
70%, resulting in a projected $231,000 annual increase. Metropolitan
councils have formed the SLIP, in which Council can achieve savings in cost,
energy use, as well as green house gas emission reductions.

Member councils of the Street Lighting Improvement Program have submitted
objections to the proposed increases to the NSW Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal. The councils assert that an increase of 12% would be
appropriate.

Council has been conducting inventories of street lighting to plan for more
efficient and cost effective street lighting in the future. Should the projected

electricity cost increases eventuate, plans to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions through more efficient lighting may have to be delayed.

Achievement

Purchase of a second hybrid powered vehicle.

Future initiatives

Energy Australia proposes to conduct a Street Lighting Trial in conjunction with
Strathfield Council to assess the efficiency and cost effectiveness of new street
lighting technology. The lights to be trialed are a compact fluorescent tube that
will provide improved illumination of roads and fewer greenhouse gas emissions.
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Noise

Reaching our objectives

For Council to minimise noise from Council activities,
operations and plant and to lead by example.

To educate and encourage the community on ways to
minimise noise

To ensure planning and regulatory controls contribute to
the improvement of the acoustic environment.

Noise Control

Council has amended the Local Environmental Plan (LEP) to include a
standard condition to be added to future development consents for large-scale
developments. The condition is designed to eliminate construction noise on
weekends when no construction work will be allowed on major developments.
Minor renovations, single dwelling refurbishments and owner-occupier
renovations will be exempt developments.
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Fig. 11 Noise complaints by source received by Council for 2004 — 2005
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Complaints about industrial noise were rare in 2004 — 2005, with 3 calls about
noise incidents and 14 requests for noise pollution information received by the
EPA. A further 7 noise related calls were referred to Council by the EPA.

Future initiatives

When resources permit, a review of Council operations and procedures
will be undertaken to identify noise-generating tasks that could be carried
out at times that the community finds more reasonable

Council intends to develop guidelines for minimising noise from
construction sites which would require builders to display signs with
approved hours for construction and a contact phone number

Council intends to review the complaint registering system in an attempt to
make data recording more accurate and useful for reporting purposes

It would assist Council to have data from Airservices Australia who may
have data on complaints received by Strathfield residents regarding
aircraft noise.
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Public Health

Reaching our objectives

To ensure public health standards are met to legislative
requirements.

Monitoring Land Fill Sites

Off-site gas monitoring wells have been constructed on the Macquarie
Goodman site. Six-monthly monitoring reports are provided. Both the annual
and six-monthly report for 2004 - 05 concluded that:

The plant was successful in removing odour from the extracted landfill gas
for the past year of operation.

Leachate levels were successfully controlled by the leachate treatment
plant.

Ammonia Trade Waste Limits were exceeded once during the reporting
period due to air pressure loss in the stripper of the treatment plant.
Following the repair of the stripper, no other exceedences were detected,
indicating that the plant generally operated successfully.

Boundary gas probe monitoring indicated that landfill gas was not
migrating out of the landfill.

Monitoring of the landfill surface for landfill gas indicated the capping
continued to be effective in preventing fugitive emissions of gas from
cracks around boreholes.

Stormwater monitoring results indicated that leachate was not entering the
stormwater drain. Concentrations were generally higher upstream than
downstream, suggesting offsite sources of ammonia and VOC.

Monitoring of the ground level has indicated that the surface of the landfill
continues to exhibit minor settlement and heave primarily due to the
shrink/swell of the clay cap corresponding to dry and wet weather periods.
No settlements of significance have been observed.

The monitoring results showed that the management system continued to
operate effectively. Both gas and leachate were controlled adequately, with no
leachate overflow or uncontrolled gas emissions occurring.

Council conducts inspections of regulated premises including food premises
and stalls at Flemington Markets, beauticians, hairdressers and skin
penetration premises and boarding houses. These inspections are
programmed throughout the year according to resources. Council also
conducts water quality inspections of public swimming pools and businesses
that have water-cooled air handling equipment to check that maintenance
manuals and records for the control of Legionella are kept.
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Council also carries out inspections of the above premises in response to
public health complaints from residents.

Type of Complaint Number of Number of
Complaints Complaints
2003-2004 2004-2005

overgrown/unhealthy land 75 66

vermin and pests 11 20

food hygiene 2 11

sewerage leaks NR 13

Fig. 12 Public Health Complaints for 2003-2004 and 2004-2005

Amendments to the Food Act 2003 have resulted in significantly altered
operating procedures.

Two Food Handler's Seminars were carried out on the 4th and 13th August
2004. TAFE OTEN staff educated restaurant owners and employees on
issues such as correct food handling, storage and hygiene. There were
approximately 15 attendees at the first session and 22 at the second.

A food shop inspection check-list has been developed to standardise
inspection procedures following a new Code of Practice issued by the Public
Health Unit (PHU) in 2004. Several staff members attended training on the
Food Act 2003 and a member of staff attends monthly Local Government
Liaison meetings held by the PHU to ensure up-to-date information is relayed
to all appropriate staff and suitably implemented. Council receives regular
updates from the PHU.

Type of Complaint/Infringement No. of
Complaints/Infringements

Service Requests (Complaints)

Dog Attack 2

Infringements

No tag or collar 10

Barking dogs 24

Animals not permanently identified 11

Fig. 13 Animal complaints for 2004-2005

Council operates two leash free dog areas at Mathews Park and Elliot
Reserve.
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As part of Council’'s ongoing education and enforcement, Council Rangers
regularly check that owners of restricted breeds have their dog registrations
up to date and to ensure that they are aware of their responsibilities for
keeping restricted dog breeds.

The EPA also receives complaints relating to public health issues in the
Strathfield Municipality.

Type of | Number of Complaints | Number of Complaints
Complaint 2003-2004 2004-2005

Pesticide 2 1

Radiation 0 0

Other 1 0

Land 5 0

Chemical 1 2

Fig. 14 Complaints received by the EPA Pollution Line

The EPA Pollution Line referred 68 enquiries to Council during the year.

Future initiatives
To develop procedure manuals for the following:

Food shop inspections

Hairdresser and beauty shop inspections
Issuing notices and orders

Processing complaints

Legionella inspections
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Waste

Reaching our objectives

To provide best practice waste services to our
community.

Newly expanded recycling and waste service

Council will be introducing a 3 bin waste collection system as part of its
commitment to reducing the volume of waste being delivered to landfill. As
approximately 45% of waste delivered to landfill consists of garden
vegetation, the service will include a dedicated garden vegetation bin. The
garden vegetation service will commence in November.

In 2004-2005, 8,738.67 tonnes of domestic waste were collected for disposal
to landfill. Council collected 2,631.56 tonnes of recyclable material and
383.56 tonnes of Kerbside Clean-up material. These figures represent a 2%
decrease from 2003-2004 for domestic waste and a 3.7% increase for
recycling. Material collected from Kerbside Clean-up days decreased by
12%.

B GARBAGE ORECYCLING mCLEAN UP

2004/2005

2003/2004

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000
Total Tonnage

Fig. 15 Waste, recycling and kerbside comparison

Household Chemical Clean Out Collection

A free household chemical clean out was held with the assistance of the
Department of Environment and Conservation at Cintra Park, Canada Bay in
October 2004. Residents were invited to dispose of paint, pesticides,
herbicides, solvents, motor oils, fuel, batteries, fire extinguishers and other
unwanted chemicals.
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To encourage and facilitate the community on ways to
minimise waste and increase resource recovery.

Clean Up Australia Day

This event was held on two days in March with separate days for schools and
the community.

lllegal dumping

There were 274 incidences of
illegal dumping (non hazardous
materials) reported for 2004-2005,
an increase on the 256 incidents in
2003-2004. Council received 26
reports of hazardous dumped
rubbish.

Council has invited local
businesses in the southern area of
the municipality to commit to a
Waste Management Plan and an
Area Waste Management Pledge. Fig. 16 illegal dumping

Each Plan advises Council of the business’s waste management and
recycling needs and the Pledge encourages participants to offer assistance in
minimising illegal dumping, such as helping with research, Area Action
Groups and Area Clean Up Events.

Waste Minimisation

Council participated in a regional program that made canvas shopping bags
available to residents through a shop-a-docket redemption campaign. Over
1800 canvas bags were distributed throughout the region, of which 9% were
for the Strathfield area. In addition, over 500 leftover canvas bags were given
to Strathfield residents at the Council Administration Centre.

Recycling Education

EnviroCom Australia has developed a Recycling Education Strategy for Burwood
Council and Strathfield Municipal Council for 2004-2005. The strategy is targeted
specifically at MODs (Multi Occupancy Dwellings). MODs will be targeted for all
Envirocom strategies for the remaining life of the collection contract.
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The six councils that make up the Inner Western Resource Recovery Group
(IWRRG) have collaborated with Visy Recycling to provide a recycling service
to 140,000 households. The group also works with Visy to provide
educational material to the community:

The Visy Recycling Environmental Detective Educational Program — the
program is designed to complement the NSW curriculum for both primary
and high schools. Prizes are offered to students for outstanding
environmental assignments

School visits to a Materials Recycling Facility — During 2004-2005 Council
invited local primary schools to attend a 90-minute activity based
education session at the Visy Educational Centre

A fact sheet series developed for schools — the series on recycling and
waste minimisation was distributed in response to enquiries from schools
Council Customer Service Officers visited the Visy Education Centre at
Ryde — staff were given the opportunity to update their knowledge of the
recycling industry.

Council contributed to further recycling and waste
minimisation initiatives:

On Australia Day, 2005, a Public Place Display was held at Strathfield Park in
conjunction with a competition to test residents’ knowledge of recycling.

As part of the “Recycling Education Strategy for Burwood Council and
Strathfield Municipal Council for 2004-2005", a recycling education pack
designed to be provided to tenants by Real Estate Agents and Strata
Managers has been developed. Council is considering the most effective
method for distribution.

Council also promoted the value of recycling by distributing a calendar to
residents.

During spring, 2004, a 3 month continuous billboard advertising campaign
encouraged residents to recycle. An advertisement in the Eco supplement of
the Sydney Morning Herald congratulated residents in the Inner West Region
on increasing their recycling efforts. A 158 tonne increase in recyclables
collected was noted following the campaign.

A kerbside recycling brochure was produced for the 6 member councils of the

Inner West Resource and Recycling Group, providing details of recyclable
products and also products made with recycled material.
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A two week Christmas advertising campaign in local papers focused on
excess paper and glass recyclables resulting from increased consumption
during the holiday period.

For Council to minimise waste from its own operations
and to lead by example.

Council recycles material from pavement construction and other types of
maintenance operations.

Waste minimisation by Council

Council commenced a review of the operations conducted at the Works
Depot. Used asphalt is recycled rather than sent to landfill. Only a small
volume of concrete was used in 2004-2005 and concrete recycling is being
reviewed.

Fig. 17 Recycled materials from Council operations

W hitegoods and other items

Metal

Ashphalt
I T T T T T !
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Ashphalt Metal Whitegoods and other items
#2003 - 2004 2770 46 331
IB2004 - 2005 1595 59 339

Council currently recycles office paper, cardboard and toner cartridges at its
own facilities.
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To use appropriate regulatory planning controls to
minimise waste and increase resource recovery

To keep up-to-date with best practice information on
resource recovery and waste minimisation

The EPA records numbers of incidents and information calls for the Strathfield
area. Last year, the EPA Pollution Line received 12 requests for waste or
recycling information and referred 3 enquiries to Council for assistance.

The Local Government and Shires Association has commissioned “Beyond
Recycling - An Integrated Waste Management Framework for Local
Government”. Key aims of the document are to present a decision-making
process and a method of prioritising issues for local government. Waste
managers identify which waste management options are most cost-effective
in their specific situation.

Recycling

The recycling service was expanded in 2004-2005 to collect plastic bottles
and containers marked 1-7, as well as clean pizza boxes.

Council conducted a recycling audit in which the recycling bins of 10 randomly
selected households were audited on 12 separate occasions. The audit
demonstrated that the average Strathfield household recycles approximately
7.1 kilograms of material per week with a contamination rate of about 9.6%.

M general bagged rubbish

W composite material - plastic
miscellaneous/other glass
garden vegetation

other

H ferrous recycling

plastics recycling
paper recycling

glass recycling

Fig. 18 Contamination rate of domestic recycling stream 2004-2005

2004 - 2005 State of the Environment Page 44



Achievements

The strategy for the Newly Expanded Recycling and Waste Service was
finalised for implementation in late 2005

A garden vegetation collection service was introduced

A recycling audit demonstrated that the average Strathfield household
recycles approximately 7.1 kilograms of material per week

A free canvas shopping bag was made available to every household

Local schools visited a Materials Recycling Facility

A billboard advertising campaign for recycling produced a 158 tonne
increase in recycling

A recycling information pack specifically for unit dwellers has been
designed

Future Initiatives

Finalising all phases of the garden vegetation service

Continuing with the Inner West Resource and Recycling Group and
Envirocom strategies

Involvement in World Environment Day and similar events

Continuing any projects from 2004-2005 which were put on hold due to
garden vegetation implementation

DCP26 “Waste Not” annual training and refresher program

Office and Council Building Recycling Program

Multiple Occupancy Dwelling program — effective waste management.
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Water and Catchment Management
Reaching our objectives

For Council to minimise water pollution from its
operations and to lead by example.

All Councils supplied by the Sydney Water Corporation have been required to
prepare Water Savings Plans for their operations by March 2006, and to
implement cost effective water efficiency measures by 2007. Council will draft
a Water Savings Plan as a subsection of an overall plan to address water for
the entire Municipality. The process will involve the following steps:

Conduct a water efficiency audit

Monitor site water consumption regularly

Record monthly and quarterly water usage for water intensive facilities
Set overall cost (and/or volume) reduction targets

Assess the potential for water supply disruptions to cause business loss.

Historical data show that Council has more than halved its daily water
consumption since 1990-1991. During 2003—-2004, Council used 35,195
kilolitres of water in its operations. Investigation of water use figures provided
by Sydney Water has revealed Council’s top 10 water-using sites. Council is
considering addressing water use at the top 10 facilities, as last year, they
accounted for about 80% of the Municipality’s water use for public facilities.
The reduction of water consumption at these sites would be the most
resource efficient option.

VACANT LAND 0%

PUBLIC LIBRARY 0%

STANDPIPE PERMIT 0%

COMMERCIAL 2%

BABY HEALTH CENTRE ETC. 6%

% use by property type

PUBLIC RESERVE 80%

0 5000 10000 15000 20000 25000 30000 35000
Total Kilolitres used

Fig. 19. Facility Water Distribution for 2004-2005
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Fig. 20 Community water use by category for 2003-2004 and 2004-
2005

Stormwater upgrades

In 2003-2004 design and engineering investigations were commenced for a
stormwater upgrade at Mirrabooka Avenue. The work was completed in
2004-2005. Improvements at the Elva Street footbridge have also been
completed.

Tendering processes for the design phase of both the Hudson Park and
Boundary Creek flood mitigation and stormwater storage projects were
commenced, however, neither project has been completed.

To identify the condition of local waterways

Water quality testing

There are 2 Streamwatch groups active in the Strathfield LGA; Strathfield
Girls High School and Strathfield Golf Course. Strathfield Golf Course
monitors the Cooks River where it enters the golf course near the boundary of
Rookwood Cemetery. Strathfield Girls High School monitors the Cooks River
further downstream.

In August 2004 extremely high concentrations of available phosphate were
detected where the Cooks River enters Strathfield Golf Course. At the same
time, particularly low concentrations of dissolved oxygen were reported.
These results were believed to have been caused by a pollution incident
known to have occurred upstream from the Golf Course.
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Pollution Line Calls for Water Pollution

During the year, the Department of Environment and Conservation received
10 calls regarding water pollution incidents and 4 requests for water quality
information. The Department referred 1 call to Council who received 2
complaints regarding water pollution.

To encourage the community to contribute positively to
water and catchment management

Water use educational initiatives

In conjunction with TAFE NSW School of Horticulture at Ryde, Council held a
Water Wise Garden Seminar in October 2004 to acquaint residents with the
latest water saving technology and practices. The seminar was presented by
a lecturer from Ryde TAFE and focused on healthy soils, mulching,
composting, watering systems, rainwater tanks, plant groupings and plant
selection, lawn and turf varieties and sustainable design principles.

To keep up to date with relevant water and catchment
management technology and best practice

Mason Park Wetlands

Council has used Water Sensitive Urban Design Principles in the
reconstruction of the Mason Park Playing Fields. A new irrigation and
drainage system was installed at the park, with excess runoff diverted to
nearby garden beds. These landscaped areas absorb a large volume of
drainage that would otherwise flow directly into Mason Park wetlands. This
strategy prevents nutrients from entering the wetlands, which have previously
been the site of algal blooms.

Achievements

A Water Wise Garden Seminar held in conjunction with TAFE NSW
School of Horticulture at Ryde

The Strathfield Golf Course and Strathfield Girls High School conducted
water quality testing at two Cooks River sites in and adjacent to
Freshwater Park.
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Future initiatives

Council is reviewing water management within the depot

A future strategy would see all runoff recycled and used for water sprays
on material stockpiles, general watering and irrigation and washing of
garbage trucks

Waste from truck washing will also be recycled

Council intends to limit the use of potable water to drinking and hand
washing as a future water saving measure

A new site plan for the depot is yet to be finalized

Council intends to produce a Sustainable Water Management Plan for the
entire LGA.
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Appendix

The 2003-2004 SoE Report presented Council’'s future initiatives under
“Looking Forward”. Listed below are the outcomes of these proposals.

Projects proposed in 2003-2004

Outcomes reported in 2004-2005

A bridge and improved facilities were
planned for Dean Reserve

Completion of the Plan for landscaping
and other improvements

A Bicycle and Pedestrian Access
Feasibility Study was considered by
the Powells Creek Steering
Committee

The Strathfield Creek
Pedestrian/Cycle Bridge and Hamilton
Street Powells Creek Bridge are in the
planning stage

The Cumberland Plain Endangered
Ecological Communities Recovery
Plan to include conservation of
Castlereagh Ironbark Forest

A DEC Priority Action Statement to
include actions for the management of
reserves

The Cooks River Foreshores Plan of
Management was commenced in
May 2004

Council secured funding in June 2005
for the Cooks River Interpretation
Strategy - the Plan of Management
was completed.

The Plan of Management for Mason
Park Wetlands will be updated in
2005

Reconstruction of Mason Park Playing
Fields completed

Council proposed to design a street
tree inventory

To be addressed as resources permit

A consultant will be engaged to
consider modifications to Powells
Creek

Metropolitan Greenspace Grant
awarded for The Powells Creek
Ecological Restoration Strategy and
Master Plan

Council planned the establishment of
species not yet incorporated in
plantings within Strathfield

To be addressed as resources permit

Council will promote the use of local
species in the Indigenous Seed
Orchard

Eighteen species of seeds were
collected in line with Flora Bank
Guidelines for use in Council
revegetation projects

Independent consultant to conduct a
heritage survey

Residents submitted comments on
proposed additions to the Heritage
Schedule

Council to pursue State Government
grants to fund collection of sharps

To be addressed as resources permit

Council to investigate energy
efficient street lighting

Awaiting trial of low greenhouse gas
emission lighting

Reducing waste through
minimisation identified as a key
target

The Inner Western Resource
Recovery Group (IWRRG) have
provided a recycling service to
140,000 households

Council to prepare a Water
Conservation Plan

Project plans have been commenced
for a Sustainable Water Management
Program
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GLOSSARY

AshBug
BurBug
CREW
CRFWG
DCP
DEC
DEP
EPA
GIS
IWRRG
LATM
LEP
LGA
MODs
NPWS
OTEN
PHU
ppm
PULP
RPI
RTA
SLIP
SOPA
TAFE
VOCs
EIS
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Ashfield Bicycle Users’ Club

Burwood bicycle Users’ Club

Cooks River Enviro Workers

Cooks River Foreshore Working Group
Development Control Plan
Department of Environment and Conservation
Department of Planning
Environmental Protection Authority
Geographic Information System

Inner West Resource Recovery Group
Local Area Traffic Management

Local Environmental Plan

Local Government Area

Multi Occupancy Dwellings

National Parks and Wildlife Service
Open Training and Education Network
Public Health Unit

parts per million

Premium Unleaded Petrol

Regional Pollution Index

Roads and Traffic Authority

Street Lighting Improvement Program
Sydney Olympic Park Authority
Technical and Further Education
Volatile Organic Carbons

Environmental Impact Statement
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